
 
WHAT can you DO with a Paleta? 

 
In her second book for Tricycle Press, Latina author Carmen Tafolla 

takes young readers into a thriving and colorful barrio to introduce them 
to the frozen, fruit-flavored treat known to Mexican-American and 

Mexican children as a paleta.  
 

Where the paleta wagon  
rings its tinkly bell 

and carries a treasure of icy paletas 
in every color of the sarape… 

THAT’s my barrio. 
 
As she strolls through her neighborhood, a young girl finds that there 
are many things she can do with a paleta before she eats it.  She can 
make tough decisions—strawberry or coconut?, she can draw 
inspiration from the paleta’s colors to create a masterpiece, startle her 
brother with her paleta-painted tongue, or even make new friends by 
sharing one.   

 
Featuring newcomer Magaly Morales’ vivid illustrations, What Can You Do with a Paleta? is a fitting follow-up to 
What Can You Do with a Rebozo?, the book that showed youngsters the many ways in which the traditional 
Mexican shawl could be used.  
   • Includes backmatter about paletas  
   • Also available in a hardcover English/Spanish bilingual edition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
CARMEN TAFOLLA’s poems and stories have appeared in more than two hundred poetry anthologies. She lives in 
San Antionio, Texas. Visit www.carmentafolla.com  
 
MAGALY MORALES is known for the bright colors and infectious sense of play in her illustrations. She lives in 
Xalapa, Veracrus, Mexico. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Also available: 
What Can You Do with a Rebozo?, $14.95 HC, ISBN-13: 978-158246-220-2 • 1-58246-220-8 
What Can You Do with a Rebozo?/ ¿Qué puedes hacer con un rebozo? 
$7.99 PB, ISBN-13: 978-158246-271-4 • 1-58246-271-2 
$14.99 HC, ISBN-13: 978-158246-270-7 • 1-58246-270-4 

 

 

 

 

What Can You Do with a Paleta? 
by Carmen Tafolla • illustrations by Magaly Morales 

$14.99 HC 
ISBN-13: 978-1-58246-221-9 • 1-58246-221-6 

9 x 10 ½ inches • 32 pages • Ages 3 to 6 
Publication date: April 2009 

 
 

 
 

What Can You Do with a Paleta?/¿Qué puedes hacer con una paleta? 
$14.99 HC • ISBN-13: 978-1-58246-289-9 • 1-58246-289-5 

 
 

 
 

 


