Boys Against Girls

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor offers
spirited humor and comedy in her
Boy-Girl Battle Books series about

the feud between the Hatford brothers
and the Malloy sisters. Ask students to
describe the Hatford boys’ relationship
with one another. Which boy appears
to be the leader? Describe the Malloy
sisters and discuss their similarities
and differences.

“Yearling appeared on the scene about the same year I started writing books for children. I wondered then,

holding each of my early hardcover books in my hands, if any of them would go on to become a Yearling.
They did, and I'm proud to be included in the author list. “—Phyllis Reynolds Naylor www.randomhouse.com/teachers



AUTHOR
FUN FACTS

Born

January 4 in
Anderson, Indiana

Hobbies
Writing, reading, singing,
playing the piano, hiking,

swimming, theater, and
snorkeling

Favorite. ..
.. Foods: anything chocolate

.. Books: all kinds—
scary, funny, serious

Inspirations for Writing
Absolutely everything that
ever happened to me and
anybody else, all mixed up
with imaginings!

AUTHOR STUDY
ACTIVITY

Have students research how
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor came
up with the idea for the
Boy-Girl Battle Books series.
Naylor has said that there will
be 12 books in all. Who will
win the war? Naylor's lips are
sealed, but students can have
fun trying to figure out the
winners, and write a paper
with reasons for their choice.
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“Ithink I wanted to be a writer because my parents read aloud to us every night
until we were about 15 years old. They read Grimm's fairy tales, the Bible
storybook, all of Mark Twain’s books, Alice in Wonderland, The Wind in the
Willows—and I think I probably felt that if listening to stories was so
much fun, writing them would be even better. And it is. I love being
involved in the characters and plot and just the whole mess of writing,
it's such a wonderful mess to me.
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“Iwould like readers to develop more tolerance for people who are
different, for ideas that are different, to come to realize that
sometimes there isn't just one right way to do something. People see
different possibilities in a situation, and the solutions they come up
with may be very different.”

Newbery Medalist Phyllis Reynolds Naylor grew up in Anderson, e THE ‘irai
Indiana, and Joliet, Illinois. She wrote her first book when she was in @Dm[ﬁ?
kindergarten and sold her first story when she was 16 for $4.67. Naylor worked as —',_—;Pj 4
ateacher and an editor before she began to write full-time. She lives in Bethesda, .Er f;ﬂ; \]—.‘:
Maryland, with her husband, Rex who is a speech pathologist. They have two f--’{@j@ 5
grown sons and two granddaughters. | ﬁ

DELVE INTO
THE BOOKS!

Ask students to share what
they feel are the most
humorous scenes in the
novels. There are gross
scenes, embarrassing
moments, and clever
dialogue in all of the books.
How do each of these
elements contribute to the
humor in the various novels?
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