
Teach all the books 
in the Cat in the Hat’s 

Learning Library series! 

IS A CAMEL A MAMMAL? 
All About Mammals

978-0-679-87302-0 • GLB: 978-0-679-97302-7

FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS: 
All About Birds

978-0-679-88362-3

OH SAY CAN YOU SAY DI-NO-SAUR? 
All About Dinosaurs

978-0-679-89114-7 • GLB: 978-0-679-99114-4

ON BEYOND BUGS! 
All About In  sects

978-0-679-87303-7 • GLB: 978-0-679-97303-4

WISH FOR A FISH: 
All About Sea Creatures

978-0-679-89116-1

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE SPACE!
All About Our Solar System

978-0-679-89115-4 • GLB: 978-0-679-99115-1

OH SAY CAN YOU SEED?
All About Flowering Plants 

978-0-375-81095-4

OH, THE THINGS YOU CAN DO 
THAT ARE GOOD FOR YOU! 
All About Staying Healthy

978-0-375-81098-5 • GLB: 978-0-375-91098-2

A GREAT DAY FOR PUP
All About Wild Babies

978-0-375-81096-1

THERE’S A MAP ON MY LAP! 
All About Maps

978-0-375-81099-2 • GLB: 978-0-375-91099-9

IF I RAN THE RAIN FOREST
All About Tropical Rain Forests

978-0-375-81097-8 • GLB: 978-0-375-91097-5

INSIDE YOUR OUTSIDE! 
All About the Human Body

978-0-375-81100-5

OH SAY CAN YOU SAY WHAT’S 
THE WEATHER TODAY? 

All About Weather
978-0-375-82276-6 • GLB: 978-0-375-92276-3

OH THE PETS YOU CAN GET!
All About Our Animal Friends

978-0-375-82278-0

CLAM-I-AM! 
All About the Beach

978-0-375-82280-3 • GLB: 978-0-375-92280-0

I CAN NAME 50 TREES TODAY! 
All About Trees

978-0-375-82277-3 • GLB: 978-0-375-92277-0

A WHALE OF A TALE!
All About Dolphins, Porpoises, and Whales

978-0-375-82279-7 • GLB: 978-0-375-92279-4

MY, OH MY—A BUTTERFLY!
All About Butterflies

978-0-375-82882-9 • GLB: 978-0-375-92882-6

ONE CENT, TWO CENTS, OLD CENT, NEW CENT
All About Money

978-0-375-82881-2 • GLB: 978-0-375-92881-9

MILES AND MILES OF REPTILES: 
All About Reptiles

978-0-375-82884-3 • GLB: 978-0-375-92884-0 

Teaching ideas provided by Kristi Weikel, classroom teacher; Denise Barbazette, classroom teacher;   and 
Susan Ade Potenza, who teaches science and language arts at St. Martin’s Episcopal School in Atlanta , GA.
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Inside Your Outside
ALL ABOUT THE HUMAN BODY

ABOUT THE BOOK
The Cat in the Hat takes Dick and Sally for a trip
through the Inside Your Outside Machine. They learn
about their insides from their toes to their brains—the
workings of the brain and their skeletons. They study
their senses and muscles, eyes, and intestines. When
the ride is done, the most important thing they learn
is that something is going on inside them all the time.

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to draw and label
the systems of the body.

MATERIALS: large sheets of butcher paper, crayon,
markers, pencils. pictures of the body systems 

DIRECTIONS:
1) After reading the book, review the different body systems.
2) As a group, label the major parts of the body.
3) Break the class into four groups and assign one child in each group

to lay down on their piece of butcher paper while the other group
members trace that child.

4) Each group will draw in a different body system on the traced body
on the butcher paper.

5) Have students label the picture and all major parts.
6) Display the four labeled body systems around the room.

THE CAT IN THE HAT’S LEARNING LIBRARY logos and word mark are trademarks of Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P. 
THE CAT IN THE HAT’S LEARNING LIBRARY logos © Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P. 1998.  All Rights Reserved. Dr. Seuss properties TM & © 2009 Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P.  All Rights Reserved

Oh Say Can You Say What’s the
Weather Today? ALL ABOUT WEATHER

ABOUT THE BOOK
The Cat in the Hat, with the help of Thing 
One and Thing Two, takes Dick and Sally
around the world to check out all kinds of
weather. They learn about meteorologists,
weather balloons, and thermometers. They 
study the water cycle. They learn about rain,
sleet, snow, and clouds. They go from the North
Pole to a tropical jungle and back home again.

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to observe
how water turns to steam and then back to
water in the form of rain. They will be able 

to illustrate the water cycle.

MATERIALS: books about the weather cycle, electric teapot, large
metal pan lid, paper, crayons

DIRECTIONS:
1) Fill an electric teapot with water and heat.
2) The teacher will hold the lid over the steam that comes from the

teapot.
3) Point out to students that as the steam rises and hits the lid it

will condense and form water drops. These drops of water will
then fall like rain.

4) Using other books and resources about the water cycle, have students
write a description of the process and make their own illustrations.

ACTIVITY: 
Making
Rain

I Can Name 50 Trees Today!
ALL ABOUT TREES

ABOUT THE BOOK
While stopping to admire some of the
world’s most amazing trees, the Cat and 
Co. teach beginning readers how to identify
different species from the shape of their
crowns, leaves, lobes, seeds, bark, and fruit.
Kids will learn about many trees common 
to North America.

OBJECTIVE: Students will create their own
tree logbooks to record information they

discover about local trees in their area.

MATERIALS: notebook, measuring tape, tape, color
pencils or crayons, encyclopedia, the Internet

DIRECTIONS:
1) Have students set up notebooks as tree logbooks. They can 

decorate the front of the logbooks.
2) Send them on a tree hunt around their neighborhood. For

each new tree they find, have them create an entry with
these components (see sample log in story on p. 37):

a. Draw a picture of the tree.   
b. Describe the shape of the crown.
c. Measure the width of the trunk.   
d. Collect a sample of its leaves and tape in logbook.  
e. Describe the bark.
f. List any other interesting facts about that tree.

3) Ask students to name the tree if known, otherwise research
its name using the information collected, encyclopedias, or
the Internet.

4) Have students share and compare their findings.

ACTIVITY:
My Own
Tree Log

NEW!

There’s No Place Like Space!
ALL ABOUT OUR SOLAR SYSTEM

ABOUT THE BOOK
Blast off for educational fun! Beginning
readers and budding astronomers are
launched—via Seussian sorcery—on a
wild trip to visit the eight planets in our
solar system, along with the Cat in the
Hat, Thing One, Thing Two, Dick, 
and Sally.

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to
observe the moon’s shape and draw what
they see, keeping a daily log. Students

will be able to  compare their results with
the newspaper’s diagrams of the moon.

MATERIALS: moon-watch log sheet, current newspaper

DIRECTIONS:
1) Have students “moon watch” each night for a two-week

period, keeping a journal of their thoughts, questions, and
comments. 

2) As part of the moon watch, have children draw the moon
as it appears to them every night during this two-week
period to gain an understanding of the moon’s regular
phases. It works best if they observe the moon from the
same location.

3)  Using a current newspaper, compare the students’ drawings
with the pictures in the paper. This is a good cross-reference
and a way to introduce parts of the newspaper.

AFTER THE TWO WEEKS:
Have students discuss or write a comparative essay about 
the phases of the moon answering the following example
questions: What was the moon’s shape on the first night?
What was its shape a week later? What was its shape at the
end of the two weeks?

ACTIVITY: 
Moon 
Watcher

Oh, the Things You Can Do that Are
Good for You! ALL ABOUT BEING HEALTHY

ABOUT THE BOOK
With the help of the staff and equipment at a
Seussian spa, the Cat in the Hat explains the basics
of healthy living, from eating right and getting
enough exercise and sleep to having a positive body
image to the distance and speed of a typical sneeze!

OBJECTIVE: Students will discover how important it
is to brush their teeth so they do not decay. 

MATERIALS: two hard-boiled eggs, two cups of
vinegar, large jar with lid, large poster paper

DIRECTIONS:
1) Show students a hard-boiled egg and ask them,

“Why do you think there is a shell around the egg?”
Discuss the students’ responses. Make sure they come to the conclusion
that the hard shell protects the egg. Now give them your best smile and
say, “See my teeth? Just like the egg, my teeth are protected. Enamel
protects my teeth th same way the shell protects what is inside the egg.”
2) Pour two cups of vinegar into a large jar. Have a student place the

egg in the jar, then replace the lid and place the jar in a safe place for
student observation. 

3) Ask the students to predict what they think will happen to the egg.
Write their predictions on a large piece of poster paper that will be
hung in your room. 

4) When two days have passed, slowly and gently remove the egg from the
jar. Allow each student to look at the egg and compare their predictions
with the results and with the other hard-boiled egg. 

CONCLUSION: Tell the class that the vinegar caused the shell of the egg to
break down and become soft, the same way that tooth enamel is
damaged by acids and bacteria in the mouth. Brushing every day is the
only way to keep this from happening.

ACTIVITY:
Drawing What’s
Inside Your
Outside

Oh Say Can You Seed?
All About Flowering Plants

ABOUT THE BOOK
With the able assistance of Thing One and
Thing Two—and a fleet of Rube
Goldbergian vehicles—the Cat in the Hat
examines the various parts of plants, seeds,
and flowers; basic photosynthesis and polli-
nation; and seed dispersal.

ACTIVITY: Have students make predictions
about what will happen when you put a celery
stalk or white carnation in red water. Add red
food coloring to water. Cut off the bottom of
a celery stalk or carnation. Place it in the
colored water. In a few moments, the dye will
start to rise up the celery stalk or carnation
showing how the water shoots up the stem to
“feed” the plant.

If I Ran the Rain Forest
ALL ABOUT TROPICAL RAIN FORESTS

ABOUT THE BOOK
The Cat in the Hat takes Sally and Dick 
for an “umbrella-vator” ride through the
understory, canopy, and emergent layers of 
a tropical rain forest, encountering a host 
of plants, animals, and native peoples 
along the way.

OBJECTIVE: The students will categorize
the different plants and animals into the 
four levels of the rain forest—forest floor,
understory, canopy, and emergent. 

MATERIALS: encyclopedias, Internet, books about the Amazon, paper,
crayons, pencils, markers

DIRECTIONS:
1) As a class, create an empty mural of the Amazon habitat in the

classroom or hallway.
2) Ask students to research animals and plants found in the Amazon

by using the Internet, books, and encyclopedias.
3) Have students choose two animals and two plants to draw and

cut out and glue to the mural, making sure they are placed in the
correct level.

4) Students can then write a short description of their contributions
to glue next to their pictures.

ACTIVITY: 
Fill the 
Amazon

ACTIVITY: 
Watch Out—
Acid Attack!

Clam-I-Am! 
ALL ABOUT THE BEACH

ABOUT THE BOOK
Norval the fish is hosting a seaside talk
show for the Fish Channel—and the Cat
in the Hat and Thing One and Thing Two
are Cameracat and Crew! Among Norval’s
special guest are Clam-I-Am, horseshoe,
and hermit crabs, jellyfish, miscellaneous
mollusks, and more!

ACTIVITY: Using the Internet and various books, discuss
with the class how ocean animals can be classified into
different phylum—sea mammals (whales), crustaceans
(shrimp), echinoderm (starfish), cnidarian (jellyfish),
mollusks (clams), and fish. Reread Clam-I-Am and identify
the different animals in the book and their species
classification. Make a poster of each kind 
of species with its characteristics and 
sample animals listed.
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Classroom Activity Guide 
Grades PreK–3

Dear Educator,
The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library introduces nonfiction to the beginning reader 
and serves as a great resource to help teachers make abstract scientific concepts 
come to life! As the students are entertained by the intriguing stories, they will also
learn about fascinating facts that will keep them reading to learn even more! Take a
look at some of our innovative classroom activities for the Cat in the Hat’s Learning
Library series and see how your students can learn to read and read to learn!

www.randomhouse.com/teachers
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