LEAVE FAMILIES;
ELOPE TO EUROPE

Architect Frank Lloyd Wright
and Mrs, Edwin If. Che-
“ ney of Oak DPark

Startle Friends.

ABANDONED WIFE LOYAL.

Spouse Vietim of a Vampire, She
Says, and Will Retirn When
e Can; Other's Hus-
band Silent.

A wito pledging faith In a husband gone
with another woman, and avowlng affection
for him In the face of knowledge of his act;
two abandoned homes wheroe children play
at the hearthsides, and a fly-by-night journey
through Qermany, In which a prominent Oak
Park architect has as his companion the
wifo of a Chicago manufacturer—these are
features which make an &flinity tangle of
character unparalleled even in the checkéred
history of soul mating.

Frank Lloyd Wright, whose fame ag a de-
signer of orlginal conceptions In residence
atructures extends to forelgn shores, left his
Oak Park resldence early In October, osten-
albly to publish a portfolio of plans in Her-
lin. He sailed from New York and later
was heard from In the German capital.

About the time of his departure Mrs. Edwin
H. Cheney, wite of the president of the Wng-
ner Electric Manufacturing compuany and the
Fuel Englneering company of Chicago, with
offices in the Marquette building, disappearcd
trom tho resldence of a friend in Colorado
‘with whom she had been spending the sum-
mar.

Mrs. Cheney with Wright.

Efforts to cstablish the whcicubouts ot
Mrs. Cheney, gulded by cirecumstances which
alrendy had lnked her nume and that of Mr.
wWright In gossip In Oak 1’ark soclety, led to
the discovery that she has been the compan-
fon of the architect for a month in Germany
and now ppobably I8 traveling with himm en
route to Jngmn.

In Berlln Wright has had apartments at
the Hotel Adlon, where he reglstered Frank
Lloyd Wright and wite, Chicago.” His bust-
ness address in the German metropolls has
been In care of Ernest Wasmuth & Co,
architects, 30 Markgraten strasse, At this
address \Wright has recetved mall from Chl-
cago friends, and cablegrams and letters ad-
dresged o Mrs, Cheney by relatives here
have bebn called for and recelved there by
her.

Nelther Wright nor Mrs. Cheney, who pored
as man and wife at the hotel and at the Was-
muth company oftices, had any explanation
to offer when Mrs, Cheney clalmed letters
and dispatches addressed to her in her own
name, .

Iour days ago they gave up their apart-
ments {n the Hotel Adlon, left no address,
hit annonneed that they were going to Japan.

Remarkable Conditions Disclosed.

Investigation of the circumstances sur-
rounding the clopement of Wright and Mrs.
Cheney, which will occaslon nstonishment
among acqualntances today and conflrm a
susplclon which has been strong {n the minds
of relntives and intimate friends, reveals
condltlons unusual in character. Iere lx a
wife who poscs as a co-warrior and defender
with her hushand {n the struggle against the
lure of another woman and a husband, who,
auspecting the intrigue In which his wife was
implicated, has denled 1s existence and
! gought by every menns to win her bock to
the love now trampled upon and spurped.

That Wright s the vietim of & strange
fnfatuation ggalnst which ke has battled for
years 8 the declaratlon of Mrs. Wright,
naw lving fn the seclusion of her Ouk Park
residence, surrounded by her six deserted
children.

With a faith fn the abldlvg affection of
her husband for her amd un open ussertion
of lier love for him, she CXPresses contidence
that he will conquer an Infatuntion which
has led him away, and she believes he will
return to hig wife and children.

Mrs. Wright's Faith Unshaken.

w My heart I8 With himgnow,” £ne FTTTIRTIEN
1eporter for THE TRIBUNE vesterday. ‘**lle
will come back as toon as he can. I have 4
faith In Frank Wright that pasreth under-
standing, perhaps, but I know him as no ohe
else knows him. In this Instance he Is as In-
nocent of reat wrongdolng as Iam.”

Mrs. Wright was reluctant to admit that
her husband was in the company of Mrs, i
Cheney, though not denying that thelr vela-
tlons for severnl years past fn Oak I'ark hnd
peen such as to occaslon trouble in the
wrlght houschold which almost led to sepa-
ratlon,

Isxpressions of continued afrection, pledges
to endure whatever the future might have in
store for the sake of chlldren and husband as
well, followed the perusal of cablegrams
which established the fact that Wright and
Mra. Cheney were together.

Discovery of the hotel registor signature
led to an inquiry by THE TRIBUNE 1t the of-
fices of Wright's business connections in Ber-
. From Wasmueh & Co. it was learned by
cable that Wright had visited the establish.
. ment accompanied by n woman whom he In-
i troduced ae his wife.

Gets Mall in Wright’s Cnre,

They called for mall from America and the
pseudo Mrs. Wright accepted letters and
messages addressed In care of Wasmuth to
M. B. Cheney. Nelther offercd any explana-
tlon. though clerks i1 {he Germaun architec-
tural establishment hesitated at turning over
the mall to Wright's companion,

After Wright and the woman left Berlln,
announcing that they were golng to Japnan
others letters reached the Wasmuth offlees
addressed to M. B. Cheney, and these were
followed by n cablegram four days ago to
the Wasmuth company slgned by 1. L
Cheney and Inquiring if the letters and mes-
sages sent previously had been dellvered.
This message read:

o Have letters and cablegrams sent In your
care been dellvered to M B. Cheney?*

The architectural firm gent the following
cable In reply:

o partiaily, holding remainder,"

Oablegram Not Delivered,

This message never reached its destina-
tjon., It wag addressed simply ' Cheney,
Chlengo.” It wag returned undeliverable.
The only * Cheney ' cable address was that
of the Columblan Bank Note company. of
which C. C. Cheney Ispresident. At the of-
fices of this concern the messnge was slarted
an Its way back.

At the Wasmuth offices now are eeveral
thick letters addressed to M. B. Cheney, the
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envelopes of which are stamped “ Wagner
Electrlo Manufacturlng company, Marquetto
bullding, Chicago.' This is one of the con-
eorns of which Mr. Cheney ls prealdent.

* These cablegrams and bits of verification
do not change my position in the lenst nor
alter my foolings,’” Mrs, Wright sald after
the various messages from the German me-
tropolls had been scrutinized.

“ Why, all these things are simply coming
in at the end of things—no, I will not say that,
there can bo no end, of course—but this ls
simply the publiclty part of & struggle that
has been golng on for a long time.

“This all {8 scarcely to be understood.
People will see the bald, bare facts as they
aro stated now. It appears like any ordinary
mundane aftair, with the trappings of what
{s low and vulgar. But there is nothing of
‘that sort about Frank Wright. He is honest
and sincere. I know him. I tell you I kmow
him. 1 have fought slde by side with him.
My heart je with himnow. I feel certain that
ho will come back., When, I don‘t know, It
will be when ho has reached a certain de-
clslon with himself.

World Cannot Understand.

" The world cannot possibly UNAErsiana an
that is Involved In this affalr. It can know
nothing about it. .

* But fe it not enough to know that I shail
take no action for divorce, that I shall make
no appeal whatever to the courts, that I
stand by my husband right at this moment?
1 am his wife. 1loloves hischildren tenderly
now and has the greatest anxlety for their
weltare. He wiit come back to them.

“[ have ar abiding falth in the dawnofa
tomorrow. I do not think that things over
can be 8o dark as they seem. There must be
a future for me and my children now. But 1
do not say & word against mny husband. I
have not always been able to go with him
all the way, but an to his ultimate honesty
and goodness my heart has not at this mo-
ment the slightest misgiving. When he
comes back all will be as it hasbeen.

“ I{e has the strength of character to live
this down, to live down tho publicity attend-
fng, and to conquer {n the end. I know Itu

‘ They can heap overything they wish to on
me and 1 will bear it willingly and my place
| will remain here fn his ome.

Bees Honesty in Slgnature.

“ Why, do you know tho fact tnat ne signs
his name on.that hotel reglster * Frank Lloyd
Wright and wife' is a tribute to his sin-

cerity and honesty? It he was an ordinary :

rake, If there could be anything low or com-

mon about him, do you think he would do
. that? He 2 honest In everything hedoes. A
moment's Ingincerlty: tortures him more than
anything else in this world.

« 'rank Wright nover has deccived me In
all hls lfe.

“Though I have not been able to accept ail
the things he has donoe I néver for a moment
have questioned the honerty and truthfulness
ot his relations with me.

w1t there have been times whon I have
tatled—when 1 have,boen powerldts to—O, 1
cannot tell it! Through it all I have known
ondy one thing—that he would conquer finally
{n this a8 he has conquered in other things,

11 have llved my life with & strange man.
Only a few of his frlends are able to under-
stand him. E, C. Waller, Arthur Heurtley,
and Hamiin Garland—these are the men who
are his friends, They know his makeup, hig
disposition, what he has had to contend with,

Whole Life a Struggle.

‘4 HIs wholo life has beena struggle. When
he came hore as a young architect he had to
fight against every existing Idea In architec-
ture. 1o did fight, year after yeay, agalnst
obstacles that would have downed an ordi-
pary man. The determinotion of character
that he postesscd to fight these obstacles
until he reached the summ it of sudcess I (he
nower that elther makes or breskso mar,

* e las fought the most troncrdous bat-
tles. Me is fishtinz one now, ard ! yraw ho
will win. This s a struggle that he has
fought out bafore.

1 have fought {t bestde him and tie etrug-
gle has mude me. Whatever I nm asa wom-
an, asice from my good birth, I cwe to the
examp'a of my husband. I owe myeel? to
him anéd ¥ 4o not hesitate to confess ft, 13 it
lkely then that K #ivuld wert (o begln court
action?

s There should not be the same moral gate.
way for all of us, The Idea that such should
be, seems Inexorable, but 1t {& not justice,
Few know what Frank hsas had to contend
with, Yet I belleve righ* now that he s as
fnnocent as I am. :

- With regard to Mrs. Cheney, I have noth-
fng to say. I have striven to put her out of
my thoughts {n connection with the situation,
It Is simply a force against which we have

.

. cannot think of a separation.

had to contend. 1 have never feit that I
breathed the same alr with her.

“8imply Case of a Vampire.”

It was simply a case of a vampire—~you
have heard of such things.

* Any indlgnity can be pressed upon mo. J
can bear overything. It does not count 5o
much, because, you sce, our lives practically
have beon lived. But I would do anything In
this wide, wide world for the protection of our
children. Why must they sufter for things
they are unaccountable for?

‘“We have six chlldren. The oldest boy is
10 and he Is home from college now. They
They worship
thelr father and love their mother, If [ only
could protect them now I woula care for
nothing else. I am living for them now.

" Is this posltion I take a strange philoso-
phy? I have not known it. I have only
known that thls has been my life. It has been
so filled with strange things that 1 could
write a wonderful story. But T would not
dare do that, for after all the things had heen
sot down I would not know for a certainty
that they were true. We sugpect things too
often. Things from the Inslde are not so dark
as they secm from ¢he outside.

** 1"aith in the ultimate goodness of my hus-
band hagr sustalned me before. It will sua-
tain o now."

Unique House Wright’s Work,

The Wright house Is in the northwest reat-
denco soction of Oak Park. Its design is
unique, A mammoth treo grows through the
center of the living room.

Oak Park Is filled with houres of unusual
character, some of them radically blzarre In
pattern—the conceptlons of Wright—and of
theso ono of the most consplcuous is the
bungatow in which Mr. Chency realdes on
North Iiast avenue. A low roofed house,
with Interfor decorations of dark wood, I»
surrounded by a high brick wall.

Of the structures which niways are pointed:
out to visitors is the Unitarlan church of Onk
Park. It {sone solld plece of concrete. Win-
dows are set high in the wall and the whole
has tho appearance of a stone fort. A ple-
ture of this church adorns a postnl waiting
torthlxm in the Wasmuth offices which
readst

0Oak Park, Oot, 20,
My Dear: Woe think of you often-and hope
you are well and enjoying life, as you have
80 longed to, From the children and your wifte,
-t OATHERINE L, WRIGKT,

Miys. Cheney’s Bister in Charge.

At the Cheney house are several chlidron
In care of a nurse, whiio the house 18 prestded
over .during the absence of 1ty mistress by
Mrs. Cheney's sister.  To first inquirles as
to the whereabouts of hls wife Mr, Cheney
sald that zhe was with a friend tn Colorado
and would return to Chicago about Christ-
mas,

At nlght before the orchestra concert at
Otrchestra hall he sald he had no commnent to
make In connection with his wife's presence
in Germany with Mr. Wright,

* Wil you scck a alvorco or take any other
court actlon?” .

1 have nothing to say.”

‘“DIA you suspect that she was with Wright
when you sent messages and letters to the
wWasmuth company?”’

“.I. don't care to talk about the matter at
all,

‘Then ho inquired whether Mrs, \Wright
knew that her husband and Mrs. Cheney
were together, .

It she has had anything to say about her
husband then I certainly have nothing to
PYERD

Before dlscussing the matter at all Mr.
Cheney had a long conference with his sls-
ter-In-law, who met him at Orcheatra hall,
As he entered the concert he rafd:

* It I can do anything for you subsequently
in the matter you can find me at my offces.”

Fraternlty Monors Chlengoan,
Dr. George Q. Zochrlaut of Chlesgo was elect.
ed yesterday at New Orlcans supreme cditor of
the Phi Beta I'l frateralty..




