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Welcome to Living Languages'’s Starting Out In Chinese, an
introductory course teaching the basics of the Chinese language.
This all-audio course is designed to be used without any printed
material, but should you decide you want to read along as you
listen to the lessons, visit www.livinglanguage.com for a free
downloadable transcript and other resources.

Lesson 1: Essential expressions
Diy1 ké: Jibén yongyu

Hello. N hao. In this lesson, you’ll kick off your Chinese learning adventure by becoming familiar with
the pronunciation and different tones used in Chinese, as well as some courtesy and survival expressions,
such as hello, thank you, I’'m sorry, and goodbye.



VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

Let’s start out by learning some important courtesy words and common expressions. You will hear the
English first, then the Chinese. Please repeat the Chinese every time you hear it.

good, fine hao

you ni

Hello. Ni héo.

How are you? Ni hio ma?
| wo

very well hénhdo

I'm fine. W6 hénhao.
And you? NI ne?

Not bad. Buicuo.

TAKE A BREAK 1

Let’s pause for a brief note regarding NT hao! and Ni hao ma? The exchange of Ni hado! is very brief, just
like saying Hi! NT hao ma? is a question and most likely will prompt the answer W6 hénhao (I'm fine) or
Bu cud (Not bad), followed by NY ne? (And you?).

Before we move on, you may have noticed that these phrases have a bit of a sing-song quality to them.
This is because Mandarin Chinese is a tonal language, causing the ups and downs you hear on the vowels.
There are five tones in Mandarin Chinese, and each word has its designated tone.

The first tone sounds like this: ma. This is a high pitched tone that remains on the same pitch. Again: ma.
The second tone is md. This is a rising tone, from medium pitched to high. Again: md.

Let’s put first and second tones together: ma, ma.

The third tone is md. This is a scooping tone, from low pitch to medium. Again: ma.

Let’s put first, second, and third tones together: ma, md, ma.

The fourth tone is ma. This is a falling tone, very much like the stress that people put on their yes and no
when they really mean it. Again: ma.

Let’s put the four tones together: ma, md, ma, ma.



Finally, we have a neutral tone: ma. This is very much a resigned tone. Medium pitched and laid back, it
usually appears at the end of a phrase. Again: ma.

Let’s listen to all five tones together: ma, md, md, ma, ma.
Beautiful. You'll put all the tones in the right places after you learn some words. Just remember to listen

for them; they’re a very essential part of speaking and understanding Chinese!

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

Now let’s look at a few more courtesy expressions.

Thanks. Xieéxie.
You're welcome. Bukeqi.
Excuse me. I'm sorry. Duibugqi.
That’s nothing. Meéi shi.
Goodbye. Zaiijian.

TAKE A BREAK 2

When apologizing, you can use duibuqi (I am sorry) for any occasion. After you get someone’s attention,
you can go on to explain exactly what you need if you have to with one of the following expressions.

Let me go by. Qing rang yi1 xia?
May I trouble you? Dardo yi xia?
May 1 ask you a question? Qingwen yi xia?

ONE MORE TIME . ..

Let’s practice saying hello and asking someone how they are. Listen and repeat after you hear the Chinese.

Hello. Ni héo.

How are you? Ni hdo ma?
I'm fine. W6 hénhao.
And you? Ni ne?

Not bad. Bucuo.



Thanks. Xiexie.

You’re welcome. Bukeqi.
Excuse me. I'm sorry. Duibugi.
That’s nothing. Meéi shi.
Goodbye. Zaijian.

You'll keep adding to these expressions to expand your ability to speak Chinese, but for now, these
expressions are a great start. Note the similarity between Hello, Ni hdo, and How are you? N hao ma?
Keeping these expressions in the back of your mind will give you a great springboard from which to
launch the rest of your Chinese.

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER

Let’s bring it all together in a few brief dialogues. First you'll hear the English, then the Chinese. Be sure to
repeat the Chinese in the pauses provided.

A: Hello!
Ni héo.
B: Hi!
Ni hdo.
A: How are you?

Ni hdo ma?

B: I'm fine, and you?
W6 hénhio, ni ne?

A: Not bad.

Bucuo.

Now listen to this conversation again, this time without the English. Pay attention to the words you know,
and to how the conversation flows together.

Ni hio.
Ni hao.
Ni hio ma?

W0 hénhado, ni ne?

z 2 > @ >

Bu cuo.



Let’s listen to another brief exchange.

A: I am sorry.
Duibugqy.

B: That’s nothing.
Méi shi.

A: Thanks.
Xiexie.

B: You’re welcome.
Bukeqj.

A: Goodbye.
Ziijian

A: Duibugqi
B: Méi shi
A: Xiexie

B: Bukeqi
A: Zaijian

WORK OUT

Now'’s your chance to practice what you’ve learned in your first lesson with this brief exercise. You'll hear a
phrase in Chinese; it’s your job to translate it into English.

Ni hdao ma? How are you?

W6 hénhado, ni ne? I'm fine, and you?

Buicuo. Not bad.

Méi shi. That’s nothing.

Bukeqi. Don’t mention it. You're welcome.

Great job! Now we’ll make it a bit more challenging: we’ll give you the English, and you translate it into
Chinese.



Hello./Hi. Ni hio.

Thanks. Xieéxie.

I’'m sorry. Duibugqi.
Goodbye. Zaijian.
How are you? Ni hdao ma?

Finally, you’ll hear a Chinese sentence; answer with the most appropriate Chinese response. For example,
if you hear NI hdo ma?, or How are you?, you’ll answer with either W6 hénhao (I'm fine) or Bu cud (Not
bad). Let’s try it!

Ni héo. Ni héo.
Ni hdo ma? W6 hénhao. or Bucuo.
Duibugqi. Meéi shi.
Xiexie. Bukeqi.
Zaijian. Zaijian.

How did you do?

PARTING WORDS

Very nice. Hénhdo. It may seem like a lot of repetition, but think about how much you’ve learned in just
one lesson! Here’s one more word for you that might be appropriate after completing your first lesson:
Congratulations! Gong xi ni!

Lesson 2: People and family
Diér ké: Rén yu jiating

Ni hdo Hello. In this lesson you will learn how to talk about your family and other people. You will learn
pronouns, sentence structures with the verbs to be (shi) and to have (ydu), as well as how to ask questions
using the question word ma. Let’s start with some vocabulary.



VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

You will hear the English first, then the Chinese. Repeat the Chinese every time you hear it. Ready?

to be shi

) wo

you ni

he, she ta

we, us women
you (plural) nimen
they, them tamen
person, people rén
female nli
woman niirén
male ndn
man ndnrén
teacher laoshi
student xuésheng

TAKE A BREAK 1

You just heard some pronouns, the little words used to indicate I, you, he, she, etc. Let’s look at them once
more, as they’re an important piece of the puzzle.

I wo

you ni

he, she ta

we women
you (plural) nimen
they tamen

Now let’s use those pronouns to build some phrases. In Chinese there is only one way of saying is, are,
was, were, and will be, and that’s using the verb shi, which means to be. The same form of this verb is



used for every person, every thing, and for all times past, present, and future. The best news is that this

rule applies to all Chinese verbs. No matter if you are talking about one person or five people, yourself or
others, the past or the future, every verb has only one form, making it much easier to memorize. So, to say
I am, you are, he is, etc., simply use the appropriate pronoun followed by the verb shi.

Iam

you are

he is, she is

we are

you (plural) are

they are

wo shi

ni shi

ta shi
women shi
nimen shi

tamen shi

More good news: in Chinese, you don’t have to use an article, such as a, an, or the, before a noun. Let’s

start to form some sentences using this pattern.

She is a woman.
He is a man.
The teacher is a woman.

The student is a man.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2
to have

question word

Do you have . .. ?
older brother
younger brother
older sister
younger sister

son

daughter

father

mother

Ta shi niirén.
Ta shi ndnrén.
Lioshi shi niirén.

Xuésheng shi nanrén.

.....

jigjie

meimei



TAKE A BREAK 2

You've already learned how to say to be in Chinese—to have is just as easy.

to have

I have

you have

he has or she has
we have

you (plural) have

they have

you

wo you

ni you

ta you
women you
nimen you

tamen you

The sentence structure for to have is just the same as to be. Simply place the verb you after the noun or
pronoun, and follow it with whatever is being possessed.

I have an older brother.
You have a younger brother.
He has an older sister.

She has a younger sister.

W0 you gege.
Ni you didi.

.....

Ta yOou meimei.

To turn these sentences into questions, simply place ma at the end of the sentence.

you have

Do you have . .. ?
You have a son.

Do you have a son?
She has a daughter.

Does she have a daughter?

ONE MORE TIME . ..

ni you

Niyou ... ma?
Ni yOu érzi.

Ni you érzi ma?
Ta you niiér.

Ta you niiér ma?

Let’s practice the verb to be one more time. Repeat the Chinese after you hear it.

She is a woman.

He is a man.

Ta shi niirén.

Ta shi ndnrén.



The teacher is a woman.

The student is a man.

And now the verb to have.

I have an older brother.
You have a younger brother.
He has an older sister.

She has a younger sister.

Finally, let’s practice asking questions with ma.

Is the teacher a woman?
Does she have a daughter?

Is the student a man?

Does he have a younger brother?

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER
Are you a teacher?

I am a teacher.

Is she a student?

She is a student.

Is the student a woman?

The student is a man.

Is he the father?

He is the older brother.

Are you the mother?

1 am the older sister.

Lioshi shi niirén.

Xuésheng shi nanrén.

W60 you gége.
Ni you didi.

.....

Ta you meimei.

L3oshi shi niirén ma?
Ta you nliér ma?
Xuésheng shi ndnrén ma?

Ta you didi ma?

NI shi ldoshi ma?

W6 shi laoshi.

Ta shi xuésheng ma?

Ta shi xuésheng.
Xuésheng shi niirén ma?
Xuésheng shi nanrén.
Ta shi fuqin ma?

Ta shi gége.

Ni shi miiqin ma?

.....

Very nice. Hénhao. Now, we’ll work on to have (you).



Do you have a son?

I have a daughter.

Does the student have an older brother?
The student has a younger brother.
Does the father have an older sister?

The father has a younger sister.

Excellent. Féichdng hdo.

WORK OUT

Ni yOu érzi ma?

W6 you niiér.
Xuésheng you gége ma?
Xuésheng you didi.

.....

Fuqin you meimei.

Let’s practice making sentences using shi and yéu. We’'ll give you a pronoun and a noun in English and

Chinese; it’ll be your job to create a complete sentence using either shi or you. Let’s start with shi.

she, ta; mother, muqin

I, wo; student, xuésheng

he, ta; student, xuésheng

you (plural), nimen; teachers, laoshi

you (singular), ni; woman, niirén

Now try you.

he, ta; male student, ndn xuésheng
I, wo; younger sister, meimei

he, ta; student, xuésheng

we, women; daughter, niiér

they, tamen; older brother, gége

PARTING WORDS

Ta shi mtqin.
W6 shi xuésheng.
Ta shi xuésheng.
Nimen shi ldaoshi.

Ni shi niirén.

Ta you ndn xuésheng.
W0 you meimei.

Ta yéu xuésheng.
Women you niiér.

Tamen yoOu gége.

Well done! Before you go, here are a few more words you may use every day when talking about people
you know and family members: Mr. and husband are both indicated with the same word: Xiansheng.

ey sew

Taitai means both Mrs. and wife. Miss or young lady is Xidoji&. Boy is nanhdi, while girl is niihdi.



Lesson 3: Numbers
Disan ké: Shuzi

Hello. NY hdo. In this lesson you will learn how to count in Chinese by discovering the numbers, as well as
how to use measure words to refer to large quantities. In the end you'll be able to put all of this together
into sentences to express yourself even better in Chinese.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

Let’s start with o to 10. You will hear the English first, then the Chinese. Please repeat the Chinese every
time you hear it.

zero ling
one yi
two er
three san
four si
five wii
six lit
seven qi
eight ba
nine jit
ten shi

Let’s repeat them in order, like you're counting:
0,1,23,45

ling yi ér san si wii

6,7,8 9,10

litt qi ba jiit shi



0,1,2,3456,7,89 10
ling yi ér san si wii litt q1 ba jiti shi

Now let’s move on to the teens. From 11 to 19, you will say 10 first, then follow it by one through nine.
Eleven will be “ten one”, twelve will be “ten two,” and so on.

Eleven shiyi
Twelve shier
Thirteen shisan
Nineteen shijiti

The tens are the reverse of the teens. You say the 2 through 9 first, and add “ten” to it. Twenty will be “two
ten,” thirty will be “three ten,” and so on.

20 ershi
30 sanshi
40 sishi
90 jitishi

TAKE A BREAK 1

Let’s pause for a moment to learn about how to deal with quantity. Chinese uses measure words, words
that come between the numbers and the items, when talking about quantity. Measure words are similar
to pair in one pair of shoes or glass in five glasses of wine, but every noun in Chinese requires a measure
word when talking about its quantity. Let’s learn the most general one first.

People, cities, groups, and nations ge

One woman yi gé nlirén

Ten students shi gé xuésheng
12 teachers shier ge laoshi
20 men érshi gé nanrén

One note regarding the number two; when you use two as an amount, although the written word stays
the same, the pronunciation changes to liang. This applies to the number two, but not to numbers that
include two, such as 32, 42, 52, etc.



Two teachers liang ge laoshi

Two women lidng geé niirén

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

Very good. HEnhdo. Now let’s go back to more numbers. From 21 to 99, you just add 1 to 9 after the
tens.

21 ershiyl
22 ershier
23 ershisan
34 sanshisi
45 sishiwii
56 wishiliu
67 liushiqi
78 qishiba
89 bashijiu
99 jitshijit

After ninety-nine, we have hundred (bai), thousand (qian), ten thousand (wan), and so on.

One hundred yibai
One thousand yigian
Ten thousand yiwan
One million yibdiwan

TAKE A BREAK 2

Here’s some more good news: In Chinese, there is no plural form for either nouns or their measure words.
That means when the quantity changes, the noun and its measure word stay the same.

one older brother yi ge gége
two older brothers liang ge gége
three younger brothers san ge didi



four younger brothers si ge didi

five teachers wii gé laoshi
six teachers lit gé laoshi
seven teachers qi ge laoshi
eight students ba gé xuésheng
nine students jit gé xuésheng

ONE MORE TIME .. ..

Let’s put the numbers and the measure word ge in sentences. Remember how to say I have, you have, she
has? Let’s use that as well. We'll just use the numbers 1 through 9 for now.

I have one older brother. W0 you yi ge gége.

He has two older brothers. Ta you liang ge gége.
You have three younger brothers. Ni you san ge didi.

She has four younger brothers. Ta you si ge didi.

I have five teachers. W6 you wii ge laoshi.
He has six teachers. Ta you liu geé ldaoshi.
You have seven teachers. Ni you qi ge laoshi.

She has eight students. Ta yéu ba gé xuésheng.
You have nine students. NI you jiti gé xuésheng.

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER

Now we’ll bring it all together by listening to a short monologue. You'll hear it in English and Chinese
first. Repeat after the Chinese.

I have four teachers. W4 you si ge laoshi.

Two teachers are men. Liang ge laoshi shi nanrén.
Two teachers are women. Liing ge l3oshi shi niirén.
Father has three older brothers. Fuqin you san geé gége.
One older brother is a teacher. Yi gé gége shi laoshi.



He has 80 students. Ta you bashi gé xuésheng.

Twenty-five students are women. Ershiwii gé xuésheng shi niirén.

Now listen to it one more time, just the Chinese.

W0 you si ge ldoshi. Lidng ge ldoshi shi ndnrén. Liing ge ldoshi shi niirén. Fuqin you san ge gége.

Yi ge gége shi ldoshi. Ta ydu bashi gé xuésheng. Ershiwii gé xuésheng shi niirén.

WORK OUT

We'll give you a simple addition or subtraction problem in English, and you give us the answer in Chinese.

1+ 1 er
3+3 liu

10 +10 ershi
100 - 50 wiishi
6+6 shier
40-6 sanshisi
50 + 50 yibai

Now try using some measure words for people. We'll give you the English, and you translate into Chinese.
Again, we'll stick to the numbers 1 through 9 for now.

I have one older brother. W6 you yi ge gége.

He has two older sisters. Ta you liang ge jigjie.

You have three younger brothers. NI you san ge didi.

She has four younger sisters. Ta yOu si gé meéimei.

We have five teachers. Women you wii ge ldoshi.
They have six teachers. Tamen you liu ge laoshi.
You (plural) have seven teachers. Nimen you qi ge ldoshi.
She has eight students. Ta you ba ge xuésheng.

I have nine students. W4 you jiti gé xuésheng.
Good job!



PARTING WORDS

Let’s run through the numbers 1 through 10 one more time. Please repeat: yi, ér, san, si, wii, liu, qi, ba,
jiu, shi. Well done.

Lesson 4: Around the home
Disi ké: Jia ju

NI hdo. In this lesson you will learn how to name different objects around the home, such as tables and
chairs, along with their measure words. You will also learn to put these words together in sentences.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

Here are some items from around the home. You will hear the English first and then the Chinese. Please
repeat the Chinese every time you hear it. Ready?

table zhuozi
chair yizi
television dianshi
telephone dianhua
computer dianndo
refrigerator bingxiang
book sha

car qiché
bicycle zixingché

TAKE A BREAK 1

Let’s learn one other new word before we move on.

who, whom shéi



The question word shéi can be used as the subject, who, or the object of a verb, whom, and can be used
as singular or plural. Let’s look at it as the subject for now. When using the question word shéi, you don’t
need to end the sentence with ma, and in the answer, the pronoun will replace shéi. Don’t forget your
pronouns: wo, ni, ta, women, nimen, tamen.

Who has tables? Shéi you zhuozi?

She has a table. Ta you yi zhang zhuozi.
Who has a telephone? Shéi you dianhua?

You (plural) have a telephone. Nimen you dianhua.
Who has a computer? Shéi you dianndo?

They have a computer. Tamen you dianndo.
Who has a book? Shéi you bén shia?

He has a book. Ta you bén shii.

Who has a car? Shéi you qiché?

We have a car. Women you qiche.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

In the last lesson, you learned about measure words. Measure words come in groups, based on different
qualities of the object being counted. Let’s learn some more of these measure words, related to words
you’ve learned so far in this lesson.

For books, photo albums, magazines bén
For cars, taxis, bicycles liang
For machines tai
For tables, desks, chairs zhang

TAKE A BREAK 2

Now let’s take a closer look at these measure words in use. The measure word used for books, photo
albums, or magazines is bén.

I have two books. W6 you lidng bén shi.

Notice that in this phrase you are using the word for two, lidng, the measure word, bén, followed by the
word for book, shu.



The measure word for cars, taxis, and bicycles is liang.

We have nine cars. Women yo6u jiti liang ché.

She has ten bicycles. Ta you shi liang zixingché.

The measure word for machines, such as sewing machines, televisions, or air conditioners, is tdi.

You (plural) have four telephones. Nimen you si tdi dianhua.
You (singular) have five televisions. NI you wii tdi dianshi.

I have six computers. W6 you liu tdi dianndo.
They have seven refrigerators. Tamen you qi tdi bingxiang.

The measure word for tables, desks, and chairs is zhang.

She has one table. Ta you yi zhang zhuozi.

We have two chairs. Women you liang zhang yizi.

ONE MORE TIME . ..

Before we go on, a very important note: the word hé (and) is rarely used in Chinese, especially when there
are more than two items mentioned. Just imagine that you are simply reading a list.

You have three cars. Ni you san liang qiche.

I have two cars. W4 you lidng liang qgiche.

We have five cars. Women you wii liang qiche.

Mother has one computer, five books. Miiqin y6u yi tdi dianndo, wii bén shi.
The daughter has three computers, four books. Niiér you san tdi diannio, si bén shi.
They have eight computers, nine books. Tamen you ba tdi diannao, jiti bén shii.

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER

Listen to the following dialogue that will bring together everything you’ve learned so far in this course.
First listen in English and Chinese.

A: Who has a television?
Shéi you dianshi?



B: Younger sister has one television.
Meimei you yi tdi dianshi.
A: Does she have tables and chairs?
Ta yéu zhuozi, yizi ma?
B: She has three tables, six chairs.
Ta ydu san zhang zhuézi, lit zhang yizi.
A: Who has two refrigerators?
Shéi you lidng tdi bingxiang?
B: The teacher does.
Laoshi you.

A: Who is the teacher?
Laoshi shi shéi?

B: I’m the teacher.
Liaoshi shi wo.

Now listen again to just the Chinese to see how much you understand.

A: Shéi you dianshi?

B: Méimei you yi tdi dianshi.

A: Ta you zhuozi, yizi ma?

B: Ta ydu san zhang zhudzi, lit zhang yizi.
A: Shéi you lidng tdi bingxiang?

B: Laoshi you.

A: Laoshi shi shéi?

B: Laoshi shi wo.

WORK OUT

Now to help you memorize the measure words, you will hear an item in English, then in Chinese, along
with a number in Chinese, either y1 (one), ér (two), or san (three). Try to put the number with the correct
measure word before the item. Remember, if the number two is given, you will need to use the word
lidang. Listen to the example first.

Car, qiche, san san liang qiché



Now it’s your turn! Be sure to repeat the answer after you hear it.

Bicycle, zixingché, yi yi liang zixingché
Book, shii, san san bén sha
Computer, diannado, ér liang tdi dianndo
Television, dianshi, san san tdi dianshi
Refrigerator, bingxiang, yi yi tdi bingxiang
Telephones, dianhua, ér liang tdi dianhua
Tables, zhuozi, yi yi zhang zhuozi
Chairs, yizi, er liang zhang yizi

PARTING WORDS

Congratulations. Gong xi ni. You did a great job with that lesson. You learned the question word for
people, who or whom (shéi), as well as a group of new measure words. Here’s a hint for remembering
some of the vocabulary from this lesson: most of the items which need electricity start with the word dian
(electricity), such as dianhua (telephone), dianndo (computer), dianshi (television), and dianying (movie).

Lesson 5: Describing things
DiwU ké: Midoshu

Hello. NY hdo. In this lesson you’ll learn the possessive pronouns and the possessive forms of nouns. You'll
also learn some adjectives and colors, as well as some special functions of adjectives. By the end of this
lesson, you should be able to use all this to make your Chinese even more colorful. Let’s begin with some
new vocabulary.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

doctor yishéng
nurse hushi
police officer jingchd



camera zhaoxiangji

paper zhi

pen bi

hat maozi
coat waitao
shoes xiézi

TAKE A BREAK 1

The particle de is placed after a pronoun or noun to change it into its possessive form. Let’s see how it
works first with nouns.

the doctor yishéng

the doctor’s yishéng de

the doctor’s shoes yishéng de xiézi
the nurse hushi

the nurse’s hushi de

the nurse’s coat hushi de waitao
the police officer jingcha

the police officer’s jingchd de

the police officer’s hat jingchd de maozi

The particle de works the same way with pronouns: woé (1) becomes wo de (my, mine), ni (you) becomes
ni de (your, yours), etc.

my, mine wo de

our, ours woOmen de
your, yours ni de

your, yours (plural) nimen de
his ta de

her, hers ta de

their, theirs tamén de



When acting as a possessive adjective, this is then followed by the object.

our

our camera

your (plural)

your (plural) paper
her

her hat

their

their camera

woOmen de

woémen de zhaoxiangji
nimen de

nimen de zhi

ta de

ta de maozi

tamén de

tamén de zhaoxiangji

When acting as the possessive pronoun, it doesn’t change form, but comes after the subject and verb.

ours

The camera is ours.
yours (plural)

The paper is yours.
hers

The hat is hers.
theirs

The camera is theirs.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

woOmen de

Zhaoxiangji shi wémen de.
nimen de

Zhi shi nimen de.

ta de

Maozi shi ta de.

tamén de

Zhaoxiangji shi tamén de.

Very nice. Now let’s learn some words for describing things.

new

old

large, big
small
good, fine
bad



blue
red
yellow
green
black

white

TAKE A BREAK 2

Very good. Hénhdo. To modify a noun with an adjective, simply place the adjective before the noun it

modifies.

new coat
old hat
large hat
good camera
blue pen
yellow paper

black shoes

xin waitao

jit maozi

da maozi

hao zhaoxiangji
ldn b

hudng zhi

héi xiézi

The particle de also works for adjectives. You can place it after the adjective, especially when the noun

being described or modified is not there. Let’s practice this and compare the following pairs of sentences.

My hat is a blue hat.

My hat is blue.

Your coat is a large coat.

Your coat is large.

The nurse’s camera is a new camera.

The nurse’s camera is new.

W6 de maozi shi ldn maozi.

W6 de maozi shi ldn de.

Ni de waitao shi da waitao.

Ni de waitao shi da de.

Hushi de zhaoxiangji shi xin zhaoxiang;ji.

Hushi de zhaoxiangji shi xin de.

Obviously using de makes the sentence shorter. But the main reason for substituting the particle for the
noun is that in Chinese the adjectives are also used as verbs, such as the word hdo (good, fine) in the
sentences you know very well: NY hdo (You are fine) and W6 hénhdo (I am very well). Both are examples



of an adjective being used as a verb. Therefore, to indicate that the adjective is not used as a verb but used
as a modifier, it’s necessary to put de after it.

ONE MORE TIME . ..

Let’s review and expand your vocabulary.

My hat is new.

My black hat is new.
Your coat is old.

Your green coat is old.
Her camera is good.
Her large camera is good.
The paper is yours.

The red paper is yours.
The pens are ours.

The black pens are ours.
The hats are theirs.

The yellow hats are theirs.

Did you pay attention to the addition of a new adjective in every other sentence you just heard? To add
an adjective to qualify a noun, just place it before the noun. If it follows a possessive adjective, place it in

between de and the noun. Again:

The shoes are mine.
The white shoes are mine.
Our camera is bad.

Our small camera is bad.

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER

Let’s keep going and bring it all together in one last group of sentences. You’ll hear them first in English

and Chinese.

W0 de maozi shi xin de.

W6 de héi maozi shi xin de.
Ni de waitao shi jiu de.

Ni de it waitao shi jiu de.
Ta de zhaoxiangji shi hao de.
Ta de da zhaoxiangji shi hdo de.
Zhi shi nimen de.

Hoéng zhi shi nimen de.

Bi shi women de.

Héi bi shi women de.

Maozi shi tamen de.

Hudng maozi shi tamen de.

Xiézi shi wo de.

Badi xiézi shi wo de.

Women de zhaoxiangji shi huai de.

Women de xido zhaoxiangji shi huai de.



His mother is a good nurse. Ta de miiqin shi hdo hushi.

The nurse’s shoes are white. Hushi de xiézi shi bai de.
His wife is a good police officer. Ta de taitai shi hdo jingchd.
The police officer’s coat is blue. Jingcha de waitao shi ldn de.

Now listen to the Chinese again on its own to see how much you understand.

Ta de miiqin shi hao hushi. Hushi de xiézi shi bdi de. Ta de tai tai shi hdo jingchd. Jingchd de
waitao shi ldn de.

WORK OUT

In this exercise, we’ll give you two nouns and an adjective. Form a sentence with the possessive and shi.
For example, if you hear yishéng (doctor), waitao (coat), and xin (new), you'll answer with Yishéng de
waitao shi xin de. (The doctor’s coat is new.) Ready? You try.

hushi (nurse), maozi (hat), bdi (white) Hushi de maozi shi bdi de.

jingchd (police officer), zhaoxiangji Jingcha de zhaoxiangji shi hao de.
(camera), hdo (good)

yishéng (doctor), bi (pen),lan (blue) Yishéng de b shi ldn de.

wo (1), héi maozi (black hat), jiu (old) W0 de héi maozi shi jiu de.

Next, we'll give you a sentence using the possessive adjective; change it into a sentence using the
possessive pronoun. For example, if you hear W6 de maozi shi lan de, or My hat is blue, you'll answer
Ldn maozi shi wo de, or The blue hat is mine. Ready? Let’s try it.

Women de zhi shi bdi de. Bdi zhY shi women de.
Nimen de bi shi ldn de. Lan bi shi nimen de.
W6 de maozi shi hudng de. Hudng maozi shi wo de.
Ta de xiézi shi hong de. Hoéng xiézi shi ta de.
Good job!



PARTING WORDS

Great work. Hénhao. You're halfway there! In this lesson, you learned how the particle de works for both
possessives and adjectives. You also learned more words for people and things. Before we move on, you
may want to know a few more words to do with clothing. You've already learned the words for hat, shoes,
and coat, but here are some other words for yifu (clothes): chenshan (shirt), qunzi (skirt), and mdoyi
(sweater). As you get dressed in the morning, try to name each of these items, and describe them if you
can!

Lesson 6: Around town
Diliu ké: Fang xiang

Hello. N hao. In this lesson you will learn to ask directions using the question word nali (where). You will
also learn to use expressions of location such as at the market or going to the post office. Ready?

VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

to be at zai

here zhely
there nali
where nali

At where? Where is . .. ? Zai nali?
post office youju
theater xiyuan
restaurant cangudn
market shichang
next to pdngbian
left zud

on the left zai zudbian

right

on the right

you

zai youbian



TAKE A BREAK 1

When Chinese question words serve as the object or the receiver of an action, they appear after the verb,
just like in a regular sentence.

Where is the post office? Youju zai nali?

The post office is here. Youju zai zhelj.

Where is the market? Shichang zai nali?

The market is there. Shichang zai nali.

Where is the restaurant? Canguadn zai nali?

The restaurant is on the left. Canguan zai zudbian.

The restaurant is next to the market. Canguan zai shichang pangbian.
Where is the theater? Xiyuan zai nali?

The theater is on the right. Xiyuan zai youbian.

The theater is next to the post office. Xiyuan zai youju pdngbian.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

Very good. Hénhdo. Let’s learn some more words that will help you get around town.

east dong
west X1

south ndn
north béi

to go qu

hotel lligudn
hospital ylyuan
restroom césuo
police station jingchd ju
bookstore shiudian
school xuéxiao



TAKE A BREAK 2

Zai (to be at) and qu (to go) are both verbs. Therefore their sentence structures are the same when using
the question word nadli (where) to ask where something is, or where someone is going.

Where are you going?

I am going to the hotel.

Where is the hotel?

The hotel is next to the post office.
Where is he going?

He is going to the hospital.
Where is the hospital?

The hospital is next to the school.
Where are we going?

We are going to the bookstore.
Where is the bookstore?

The bookstore is there.

ONE MORE TIME .. ..

N qit nili?

W6 qu lliguan.

Liiguin zai nali?

Liigudn zai youju pangbian.
Ta qit nali?

Ta qu yiyuan.

Yiyuan zai nali?

Yiyuan zai xuéxiao pang bian.
Women qu nali?

Women qu shiadian.
Shidian zai nali?

Shadian zai nali.

Very good. Let’s work at a few more sentences with directions.

Where is she going?
She is going to the police station.
Where is the police station?

The police station is on the east side of the
school.

The police station is on the west side of the
theater.

Where are they going?
They are going to the restroom.
Where is the restroom?

The restroom is next to the market.

Ta qu nali?
Ta qu jingchd ju.

Jingchd ju zai nali?

Jingcha ju zai xuéxiao dong bian.

Jingcha ju zai xiyuan xi bian.

Tamen qu nali?
Tamen qu cesud.
Cesud zai nali?

Cesud zai shichang pangbian.



The market is here. Shichang zai zheli.

The restroom is there. Cesuo zai nali.

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER
Good job. Now listen to the following exchange.
A: Where are you going?
NI qu nali?
B: I am going to the post office.
W6 qu yéuju.
A: Where is the post office?
Yéuju zai nali?
B: The post office is north of the hospital.
Y6uju zai yiyuan béi bian.
A: Where are we going?
Women qu nali?

B: We are going to the restaurant.
Women qu cangudn.

A: Where is the restaurant?
Canguin zai nili?
B: The restaurant is on the east side of the hotel.
Cangudn zai lliguin dong bian.
A: Where is the large hospital?
Da yiyuan zai nali?
B: The large hospital is to the west of the small police station.
Da yiyuan zai xido jingcha ju xi bian.
A: Where is the police station?
Jingcha ju zai nali?

B: The police station is here.
Jingchad ju zai zheli.

Now let’s listen once more, this time just in Chinese.



A: Youju zai nali?

B: Yduju zai yiyuan béi bian.

A: Women qu nali?

B: Women qu cangudn.

A: Canguan zai ndli?

B: Canguain zai lliguin dong bian.
A: Da yiyuan zai nali?

B: Da yiyuan zai xido jingchd ju xi bian.
A: Jingcha ju zai nali?

B: Jingcha ju zai zheli.

WORK OUT

Let’s practice what you’ve learned with an association exercise. Let’s listen to an example first.
p y p

Where would you find a doctor? yiyuan (hospital)

Now it’s your turn. Ready?

Where would you find a postage stamp? youju (post office)

Where would you find a student? xuéxiao (school)

Where would you find a butcher? shichang (market)
Where would you go to have dinner? canguan (restaurant)
Where would you find a bellhop? ltiguin (hotel)

Where would you find a cookbook? shidian (bookstore)
Where would you find a police officer? jingchd ju (police station)
Where would you find an actor? xiyuan (theater)

Where would you find a toilet? ceésuo (restroom)

PARTING WORDS

Excellent. Féichdang hdo. Now you know how to use the question word nali (where) and the verbs zai (to
be somewhere) and qu (to go somewhere). You also learned many words related to places and locations.



Here are a few more you can add to what you already know: da xué (university), yao faing (pharmacy),
ban gong shi (office) and shang dian (store).

Lesson 7: At a restaurant
Diqgi ke: Canguan

Hello. N hdo. 1t’s about time to grab something to eat. In this lesson you'll learn how to order in a
restaurant, as well as the names of some traditional Chinese food items, such as braised pork or Peking
duck. You’ll also learn polite requests so that you can ask for whatever looks good to you on the menu.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

to invite or ask for a favor qing

to ask wen

May I ask? gingwen

dish of food cai

to order food didn cai

what shén me

What to order? dian shén me cai
chicken ji

roast kdo

roast chicken kdo ji

duck ya

peking duck béijing kdoya
fish yu

steamed qing zhéng
steamed fish qing zhéng yu



don’t have méi you

Have or don’t have? You méi you?

TAKE A BREAK 1

YOu méi you literally means have or don’t have. The word méi is the negative form of you. This structure
of putting positive and negative forms together is the most common way to ask questions without using
any question words. Let’s practice this with the polite expression qingwen (May I ask?)

May 1 ask, do you have steamed fish? Qingwen, nimen you méi you qing zhéng yu?
May 1 ask, do you have Peking duck? Qingwen, nimen you méi you béijing ya?
May 1 ask, do you have roast chicken? Qingwen, nimen yéu méi you kao ji?

You already know how to say you have something. To say you don’t have something, you can say wé méi
you followed by what you don’t have, or simply say méi you.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

Let’s learn some more new words for food.

braised hong shao
pork zharou
braised pork hong shao zharou/héng shao rou
spare ribs pdi gt
stir-fried chao

beef nidrou
vegetables shi cai
sour suan

spicy la

soup tang

wine, alcohol jin

beer pi jit

tea chd



ice cream bingjiling
to bring, to give géi

please bring me, please give me qing géi wo

TAKE A BREAK 2

Very good. You learned a new expression: please bring me . . . You can use this expression with any
pronoun, followed by whatever it is you want brought to you.

Please bring me . . . Qing géiwo . ..
Please bring her . . . Qinggeita...
Please bring us . . . Qing géi women . . .
Please bring them . . . Qing géi tamen . . .

Here are some measure words you’ll need to know for ordering food.

bowl (for soup) wdn

two soups lidang wan tang
cup (for water, coffee, tea, wine) beéi

three teas san béi chd
bottle (for bottled drinks) ping

two beers liang ping pi jit
unit (for items of food) ge

one chicken and one fish yigeji, yi geyu
for desserts ke

four ice creams si ke bingjiling

ONE MORE TIME . ..

Let’s use these measure words in complete sentences with the expression please bring me . . .

Please bring us three vegetable soups. Qing géi women san wdn shi cai tang.

Please bring her one spicy beef. Qing géi ta yi ge la nitdrou.



Please bring me one braised chicken, one roast Qing géi wo yi geé hdéng shao ji, yi ge kdoya.
duck.

Please bring us two teas, three beers. Qing géi women lidng béi chd, san ping pi jitl.
Please bring them two red wines. Qing géi tamen lidng béi hong jiu.
Please bring me one ice cream. Qing géi wo yi ke bingjiling.

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER

Very good. Let’s listen in on a conversation in a restaurant.

A: Your tea is very good.
Nimen de chd hénhao.
B: Thank you.
Xiexie.

What would you like to order?
Nimen didn shén me cai?

A: Do you have hot and sour soup?
Nimen yéu méi you suan la tang?
B: We don’t have hot and sour soup.
Women méi you suan la tang.
We have chicken vegetable soup, spare ribs soup.
You shi cai ji tang, pdi gti tang.
A: Do you have spicy soup?
Y6u méi you la de tang?
B: Spicy beef soup.
La de nitirou tang.
A: May I ask, what fish do you have?

Qingweén nimen you shén me yu?

B: Yellow fish is good.
Hudng yu hénhao.
We have steamed and braised.

Women you qing zhéng de, héng shao de.

A: May 1 ask, do you have braised beef?
Qingwen you méi ydu hong shao niurou?



B: We don'’t.
Méi you.

We have braised pork.
Women you héng shao zhiirou.

A: And stir-fried beef?
Chdo niurou ne?

B: We do (have).
You.

A: Good.
Hao.

Bring us stir-fried beef,
Géi women yi ge chdo nitrou,

a Peking Duck,
y1 ge béijing kaoya,

a steamed yellow fish,
yi ge qing zhéng hudng yu,

three spicy beef soups,

san wdn la nidrou tang,

one bottle of beer.

y1 ping pi jiti.

Bring her steamed spare ribs and a glass of wine.

Géi ta yi ge qing zhéng pdi g, yi béi hong jiu.

Let’s listen to the entire dialogue again, this time just in Chinese.

Nimen de chd hénhao.

Xie xie. Nimen dian shén me cai?

Nimen you méi you suan la tang?

Wo6men méi you suan la tang. You shi cai ji tang, pdi gii tang.
Y6u méi you la de tang?

La de nitdrou tang.

Qingweén nimen you shén me yu?

> 2 > =2 2> 2 2

Hudng yu hénhdao. Women ydu qing zhéng de, hong shao de.



A: Qingweén you méi ydu hong shao niurou?

B: Méi you. Women you héng shao zharou.

A: Chao nitirou ne?

B: You.

A: Hao. Géi women yi ge chdo nidrou, yi ge béijing kdoya, yi ge qing zhéng hudng yu,
san wan la nidrou tang, yi ping pi jiti. G&i ta yi gé qing zhéng pdi gii, yi béi hong
jitt.

WORK OUT

For this next exercise, we’ll ask if you have or don’t have something in English, then in Chinese. Answer in
Chinese first by saying you have it, and then by saying you don’t have it. Listen to the example first:

Do you have spicy soup? You. W6 ydu la de tang.
Ni you méi you la de tang? Méi you. W6 méi you la de tang.

Now you try. We’ll use some words from previous lessons as well.

Do you have red wine? You. W6 you hong de jiti.

Ni you méi you hong de jiu? Méi you. WO méi you héng de jit
Do you have black shoes? You. W6 you héi xiézi.

Ni you méi you héi xiézi? Méi you. W6 méi you héi xiézi.

Do you have a computer? You. W6 you dianndo.

Ni you méi yéu diannao? Méi you. W6 méi you dianndo.

Do you have braised pork? You. W6 you héng shao zhiirou.

Ni you méi you hong shao zhiirou? Méi you. W6 méi you héng shao zhiirou.
Do you have Peking duck? You. W6 you béijing kdoya.

Ni you méi you béijing kdoya? Méi you. W6 méi you béijing kdoya.
Well done!

PARTING WORDS

Great. Hénhdo. Now you know how to order in Chinese restaurants, some words for food, the measure
words for food items, and the polite expression qing. Here are a few more words that might be useful
as you explore the world of Chinese cuisine: xidn (salty), ki (bitter), and tidn (sweet). Have fun at the
restaurant!



Lesson 8: Everyday life
Diba ké: Ri chang shéng hud

Hello. NY hdo. In this lesson, you will learn how to ask the time and how to tell time. You will also learn
some verbs for daily living, such as chi (to eat), xué (to learn), and shui (to sleep). Let’s get started.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

now xianzai

How many? ji

o’clock, hour didn/dian zhong
What time is it now? Xianzai ji dian?/Xianzai ji dian zhong?
minutes fen

three thirty (3:30) san didn sanshi fen
to do, to make zud

to eat chi

breakfast zdocan

lunch wiican

dinner wdncan

morning zdoshang

noon zhongwii

afternoon xiawli

evening, night wdnshang

TAKE A BREAK 1

Question words in Chinese have the same word order in a sentence as non-question words. They appear
in the same place in the sentence where the answer to the questions would appear in a regular statement.
Let’s hear how this works.

What time does he eat breakfast? Ta ji didn chi zaocan?

He eats breakfast at eight. Ta ba didn chi zaocan.



What time is lunch?
Lunch is at 12 noon.

What time do you make lunch?

I make lunch at 10 in the morning.

What time do you eat dinner?

I eat dinner at seven in the evening.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

Wiican shi ji dian?

Wiican shi zhongwti shi er dian.
Ni ji dian zuo wiican?

W6 zdoshang shi dian zuo wiican.
Ni ji dian chi wancan?

W6 widnshang qi didn chi wancan.

Now let’s learn more new words related to daily routine.

time

what time

to teach

to study, to learn
Chinese

English

to be at work

to be at school

to sleep

TAKE A BREAK 2

shihou/shi jian
shén me shihou
jiao

xué

zhongwén
yingwén

shang ban
shang xué

shui/shui jiao

When we ask about time, we can use either ji didn zhong (what hour, what time) or shén me shihou
(when). Ji didn zhong is used to ask specifically about the hour and the minutes, while shén me shihou
is more general: the answer can be months or years ago. Let’s hear this difference in the following

dialogue.
A: What time is it?
Xianzai ji dian zhong?
B: Two twenty.
Lidng dian ershi.
A: When do they study Chinese?

Tamen shén me shihou xué zhongwén?



B: They study Chinese in the evening.
Tamen wanshang xué zhongwén.

A: What time in the evening?
Wanshang ji dian zhong?

B: Seven p.m.
Wainshang qi didn.

ONE MORE TIME . ..

Very nice. You may have noticed that when talking about time, the time of day (morning, afternoon,
evening) comes before the hour and the minutes. And the time phrase comes before the verb phrase. Let’s
see how this works with some new verbs.

When do you all go to school? Nimen shén me shihou shang xué?
We go to school in the afternoon. Women xiawtii shang xué?

What time in the afternoon? Xiawti ji didn zhong?

Four p.m. Xiawti si didn.

When does she teach English? Ta shén me shihou jidao yingwén?
She teaches English in the morning. Ta zaoshang jiao yingwén.

What time in the morning? Zioshang ji dian zhong?

Nine fifteen in the morning. Zioshang jiti dian shi wii fen.

What time is breakfast? Ziocan shi ji dian zhong?

Breakfast is at eight forty. Ziocan shi ba dian si shi.

What time do you go to work? Ni ji dian zhong shang ban?

1 go to work at ten a.m. W6 zdo shang shi dian shang ban.
What time do they make lunch? Tamen ji didn zhong zuo wiican?
They make lunch at 12 noon. Tamen zhongwti shiér dian zuo wiican.
What time do you eat dinner? Ni ji dian zhong chi wancan?

I eat dinner at seven. W6 qi didn chi wdncan.

What time does he go to sleep? Ta ji didn zhong shui jiao?

He goes to sleep at 11 p.m. Ta wdnshang shiyi didn shui jiao.



BRING IT ALL TOGETHER

Well done. Let’s listen to two people talking about their daily schedules.

A: When do you make lunch?
Nimen shén me shihou zud wiican?
B: We make lunch at noon.
Woémen zhongwii zud wiican.
A: What time does your mother teach Chinese?
Ni miiqin ji dian zhong jiao zhongwén?
B: She teaches Chinese at 3 p.m.
Ta xiawti san didn jiao zhongwén.
A: What time do you eat dinner?
Nimen ji dian zhong chi wancan?
B: We eat it now. Will you eat some?

Women xianzai chi. Ni chi ma?

Now listen once more, this time just to the Chinese.

A: Nimen shén me shihou zud wiican?

B: Woémen zhongwii zud wiican.

A: NI miiqin ji dian zhong jiao zhongwén?
B: Ta xiawti san didn jiao zhongwén?

A: Nimen ji dian zhong chi wancan?

B: Women xianzai chi. Ni chi ma?

WORK OUT

Let’s work it out with a translation exercise. We'll give you the English, you translate it into Chinese.

My younger sister studies English at 8 a.m.
Studies Chinese at 9:40.

Goes to work in the afternoon.

Goes to sleep at 12 at night.

They go to bed at 10 p.m.

W6 meéimei zdaoshang ba dian zhong xué yingwén.
Jiti dian sishi fén xué zhong weén.

Xiawti shang ban.

Wainshang shi er didn shui jiao.

Tamen wanshang shi didn shui jiao.



Eat breakfast at 7:10 a.m. Zioshang qi didn shi fén chi zdocan.

Go to school at seven thirty. Qi didn san shi fén shang xué.

PARTING WORDS

That was great. Féichdng hao. The question word you just used: shén me (what), which you first learned
when you learned about ordering food: dian shén me cai (what dish to order?), is the most general
question word. The term shén me rén (what person) is used the same way as shéi (who). And shén

me difang (what place) is used the same way as nali (where). You also learned the words zhongwén
(Chinese) and yingwén (English). Here are some other languages you may or may not already speak as
well: yidaliwén (ltalian), fawén (French), déwén (German), xibanydwén (Spanish), riwén (Japanese), and
éwén (Russian).

Lesson 9: At work
Dijiu ké: Zhiyeé

In this lesson you will learn the words for different professions, such as accounting and law, and how to
respond to the question what do you do? You will also learn to say the days of the week so that you might
be able to elaborate on your schedule. Let’s get started.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

work, job, profession gongzuo

what kind of work shén me gongzuo
accounting kuaiji

accountant kuaiji sh1
engineering gongchéng
engineer gongchéng shi
law fali

lawyer ltishi

laborer, worker gongrén

store clerk shou huo yudn



TAKE A BREAK 1

As we’re now using it, the question phrase shén me gongzuo (what kind of work) is the object of zuo (to
do, to make), so the phrase will follow the verb zuo.

What work do you do? Ni zuo shén me gongzuo?

I do accounting. W6 zuo kuaiji.

I am an accountant. W4 shi kuaiji shi.

What does she do? Ta zuo shén me gongzuo?

She does engineering. Ta zuo gongchéng.

She is an engineer. Ta shi gongchéng shi.

What do you do? (plural) Nimen zuo6 shén me gongzuo?
She is a lawyer. Ta shi lu shi.

They are store clerks. Tamen shi shou huo yudn.

I am a laborer. W4 shi gongrén.

A brief note: the formal word for profession in Chinese is zhi ye. But the question Ni de zhi ye shi shén
me? (What is your profession?) almost only ever appears in writing and on questionnaires.

VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

Let’s learn the days of the week. You will be delighted to know that the days of the week are simply laid
out by the number you already know, plus the word for week, xing qi. Let’s see how this works.

week Xing qi
Monday xing q1 yi
Tuesday xing qi ér
Wednesday xing qi san
Thursday xing qi si
Friday xing qi wil
Saturday xing qi li
Sunday xing qi tian
day tian



which day nd tian

every day méi tian
quarter of an hour (15 minutes) ke

quarter past eight ba didn y1 ke
half ban

half past four si dian ban

TAKE A BREAK 2

In Lesson 8, you learned that the time phrase comes before the verb in any statement or question. The
full word order for the time phrase including days of the week is this: First, the day (such as Monday);
then, period of the day (such as morning or evening); then the time (in the order of hour, minutes, and
seconds). Let’s work on this.

Monday morning at 8. Xing qi yi zdoshang ba dian.

Tuesday, 10 a.m. Xing qi er zdoshang shi dian.
Wednesday afternoon, quarter past one. Xing qi san xiawt yi dian yi ke.

3:20 p.m., Thursday. Xing qi si xiawii san dian eér shi.

Friday, 5 p.m. Xing qi wii xiawii witi didn.

Saturday evening, quarter past eight. Xing qi lit wianshang ba dian yi ke.
11:40 p.m. on Sunday. Xing qi tian wadnshang shi y1 didn sishi.
Every morning at half past nine. Méi tian zdoshang jiti didn ban.

ONE MORE TIME . ..
Now let’s use the verbs and ask some questions.
A: Which day do you work?

Ni nd tian shang ban?

B: I work on Monday.
W6 xing qi y1 shang ban.

A: Which day does the accountant go to work?
Kuaiji shi na tian shang ban?
B: The accountant works every Wednesday.

Kuaiji shi méi xing qi san shang ban.



A: Which days do the lawyers go to work?
Liishi nd tian shang ban.

B: The lawyers work on Thursday and Friday.
Liishi xing qi si, xing qi wii shang ban.

A: When do they go to work?
Tamen shén me shi hou shang ban?

B: The laborers go to work every morning at 7.
Gongrén méi tian zdoshang qi didn shang ban.

A: The store clerks work on Saturday and Sunday.
Shou huo yudn xing qi lit1, xing q1 tian shang ban.

Excellent.

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER
Let’s listen to a brief dialogue.
A: What work do you do?
Ni zuo shén me gongzuo?

B: I am a store clerk. And you?
W6 shi shou huo yudn. Ni ne?

A: I work as an accountant on Fridays and Sundays.
W6 xing qi wii, xing q1 tian zud kuaiji.

B: What do you do on Saturdays?
NI xing qi litt zuo shén me?

A: I go to school.
W6 shang xué.

Now listen again, this time just the Chinese.

Ni zuo shén me gongzuo?
W6 shi shou huo yudn. Ni ne?
W6 xing qi wii, xing q1 tian zuo kuaiji.

Ni xing qi litt zud shén me?

z 2 > @ >

W6 shang xué.



WORK OUT

See if you can take part in a dialogue similar to the one you've just heard. Listen to the English prompts to
help you answer the questions in Chinese.

When do your engineers get to work? Tamén xing q1 yi shang ban.
Nimen de gongchéng shi shén me shihou
shang ban? (Monday)

What time on Monday? Xing qi yi xiawt liang dian.
Xing qi yi ji didn? (2 p.m.)

May 1 ask, what do you do? W6 shi gongrén.
Qingwen ni zud shén me gongzuo?
(a laborer)

Which day do you work? W6 méi tian gongzuo.
Ni nd tian gongzuo? (every day)

Good job!

PARTING WORDS

Excellent. Féi chdng hao. You did a lot of work just to learn about how to talk about work! You also
learned five major question words and phrases: shéi (who), ndli (where), shén me (what), ji dian (what
time, when), and na tian (which day). When telling time, there is another unit: seconds, and the word for
it is mido. So ten seconds would be shi mido, twenty seconds is érshi mido, and one minute and a halfis yi
fen sanshi mido or yi fén ban.

Lesson 10: Socializing
Dishi ké: Shé jiao

Hello. NY hdo. You made it to the last lesson! In this lesson, you'll get a bit of rest from the topic of work,
and learn words for entertainment and sports. You'll learn how to express your likes and dislikes and how
to use the very important negative word bu (no) to form statements and questions. Let’s get started.



VOCABULARY BUILDING 1

to like xthuan

to watch, to read silently kan
movies dianying
newspaper bao zhi
novel xido shuo
to listen ting
music yinyue

to drink hé

coffee kafei

no, not bu

do not like bu xthuan

TAKE A BREAK 1

Very good. The verb xthuan (to like) and its negative form bu xi huan (to not like) can be directly
followed by a noun such as kaféi (coffee) or a verb phrase such as kan dianying (to watch movies). No
change in the nouns or verbs is necessary. Let’s listen to some examples.

She likes music. Ta xthuan yin yue.

She likes to listen to music. Ta xthuan ting yin yue.

She doesn’t like to listen to music. Ta bu xthuan ting yin yue.

He drinks coffee. Ta hé kafeéi.

He likes to drink coffee. Ta xthuan hé kaféi.

He doesn’t like to drink coffee. Ta bu xthuan hé kafeéi.

They like movies. Tamen xthuan dianying.

They like to watch movies. Tamen xthuan kan dianying.
They don'’t like to watch movies. Tamen bu xthuan kan dianying.

Very good. Now that you've learned this structure, let’s learn a few more words you can use with it.



VOCABULARY BUILDING 2

to stay dai

home jia

at home zai jia
sports ti yu
programs jié mu

to play ball games with hands, to hit da

baseball bang qiu
basketball ldn qiu
football gdn lan qid
to swim you yong
to ski hud xué
Like or don’t like? Xihuan bu xthuan?/Xi bu xthuan?

TAKE A BREAK 2

Very nice. To ask if someone likes something, Chinese uses a combined positive and negative: Xithuan bu
xthuan (Like or don’t like). This is often shortened to Xi bu xthuan?

Like or don’t like? Xi bu xthuan?

Do you like novels? Ni xi bu xthuan xiao shuo?

I like novels. W6 xihuan xido shuo.

Do you like to read novels? Ni xi bu xthuan kan xido shuo?
I don’t like to read novels. W6 bu xthuan kan xido shué.
Does he like to watch sports programs? Ta xi bu xthuan kan ti yu jié mu?
He doesn’t like to watch sports programs. Ta bu xthuan kan ti yu jié mu.
Does she like to play basketball? Ta xi bu xthuan da lan qiu?

She likes to play basketball. Ta xthuan da ldn qid.

Do they like to swim? Tamen xi bu xthuan yéu yong?
They don’t like to swim. Tamen bu xithuan y6u yong.



Do you like to ski? Ni xi bu xthuan hud xué?

I like to ski. W6 xthuan hud xué.

You can also use this expression to say whether or not you like someone else.

I like her. W6 xihuan ta.

She doesn’t like me. Ta bu xihuan wo.

ONE MORE TIME

Excellent. Of course, all questions can be asked simply by adding the question word ma to the end of
a statement as we learned in Lesson 2. Let’s practice the positive xthuan (to like) and the negative bu
xthuan (to not like) in separate sentences and add ma at the end.

Do you like to drink coffee? Ni xihuan hé kaféi ma?

You don’t like to read newspapers? Ni bt xithuan kan bao zhi ma?

Don’t you people like to watch movies? Nimen bu xithuan kan dianying ma?
Do you like to stay home? Ni xthuan dai zai jia ma?

They don’t like to play baseball? Tamen bu xthuan da bang qiu ma?

BRING IT ALL TOGETHER
Let’s listen to some people talking about their likes and dislikes.
A: Do you like to listen to music?

Ni xthuan ting yin yué ma?

B: I don't.
W6 bu xthuan.
I like to watch movies, and you?

W6 xithuan kan dianying, ni ne?

A: I like to read novels.
W6 xthuan kan xido shuo.
B: I don’t read novels. 1 read newspapers.
W6 bu kan xido shuo. W6 kan bao zhi.

A: Do you like swimming?
Ni xi bu xthuan yéu yong?



B: I don’t. I like skiing.
W6 bu xthuan. W6 xthuan hud xué.

A: What does your younger brother like?
Ni didi xthuan shén me?

B: He likes to stay home, watch TV, sleep.
Ta xthuan dai zai jia, kan dianshi, shui jiao.

One more time, in Chinese only.

A: Ni xthuan ting yin yueé ma?

B: W6 bu xthuan. W6 xihuan kan dianying, ni ne?
A: W6 xthuan kan xido shué.

B: W6 bu kan xido shuo. W6 kan bao zhi.

A: Ni xi bu xthuan y6u yong?

B: W6 bu xthuan. W6 xihuan hud xué.

A: Ni didi xthuan shén me?

B: Ta xthuan dai zai jia, kan dianshi, shui jiao.
WORK OUT

Let’s use this last exercise to contrast the likes and dislikes of two people. We’ll give you some information
about the likes and dislikes of a woman named Li. Tell us that her older brother doesn’t like what she likes
in Chinese. Then you’ll hear a prompt in English telling you what he does like; answer with a complete
sentence saying what he likes in Chinese. Listen to the example first.

She likes to eat Chinese food. Ta de gége bu xthuan chi zhong gué cai.
Ta xthuan chi zhong gué cai.

he likes to drink tea Ta xihuan hé ch4.

Now it’s your turn!

She likes to play basketball. Ta de gége bu xthuan da ldn qiu.
Ta xthuan da ldn qid.

he likes to swim Ta xthuan yéu yong.



She likes to read books. Ta de gége bu xithuan kan sha.
Ta xthuan kan sha.

he likes to watch football Ta xthuan kan gan lan qiu.

She likes to listen to music. Ta dé gége bu xthuan ting yin yue.
Ta xthuan ting yin yue.

he likes to sleep Ta xthuan shui jiao.

For extra practice, try talking about your likes and dislikes with other vocabulary from this course. What
do you like to do? What don’t you like to do? What foods do you like, what sports? Think of at least five
things you like, and five things you don’t like using the vocabulary you learned throughout the course.
Good luck!

PARTING WORDS

Congratulations to you. Gong xi ni. You learned so much in this final lesson! You learned to use the
negative word bt to make statements and ask questions. There are many Chinese words for the word
to play. The word da (to hit) is used for playing basketball: dd ldn qiu, playing bridge: dad qido pdi, and
playing drums: da gti. Another word tdn is used for playing the piano: tan gang qin, and playing the
guitar: tdn ji ta. The general word for playing is wdn, meaning to have fun.

Dialogues

Here’s your chance to practice all the vocabulary and grammar you’ve mastered in ten lessons of Starting
Out in Chinese with these five dialogues.

You'll hear the dialogue first in Chinese at a conversational pace. Listen carefully for meaning. Can you
get the gist of the conversation? Next, you’ll hear each sentence individually, first in Chinese and then
in English. This should help fill in any gaps in understanding you had the first time. Then, you’ll have a
chance to listen to each sentence of the dialogue again and repeat it for practice. Finally, you'll do some
role-play by taking part in the same conversation. You'll first hear the native speaker say a line from the
dialogue, then you’ll respond appropriately in the pause provided.

Have fun!



DIALOGUE 1: XUEXIAO WAN HUI (A PARTY AT SCHOOL)

A: Duibuqi. Ni shi ldoshi ma?
Excuse me. Are you a teacher?
B: W6 shi.
I am.
A: Ni hdo ma?

How are you?

B: Hénhao. Ni ne?
Fine. And you?

A: Bucuo. Xiexie ni.
Not bad. Thank you.

B: Ni yOu meéimei ma?
Do you have younger sisters?

A: W6 you gége, you didi. Ni ne?
I have an older brother and a younger brother. And you?

I have an older sister and a younger sister.

A: W6 geége shi laoshi.
My older brother is a teacher.

B: Ta yéu ndn xuésheng ma?
Does he have male students?

A: YOu ndn, you nii.
He has male and female students. (lit.: Has male, has female.)

My older sister is a mother. She has a daughter.

A: Ni you niiér ma?
Do you have daughters?

B: W0 you érzi.
I have a son.
A: Ta hao ma?
How is he?
B: Hénhado. Xiexie ni.

Very well. Thank you.



Ni you niixuéshéng ma?
Do you have female students?

W0 ySu. Niixuésheng shi ni.
I do. The female student is you.

DIALOGUE 2: QU KAI HUI (GOING TO A MEETING)

A:

Women you jige bingxiang?
How many refrigerators do we have?
Women you si gé bing xiang.

We have four refrigerators.

Shéi you dian ndo?

Who has a computer?

Shiwii gé rén you dian nao.
Fifteen people have computers.
Shiwti gé xuésheng ma?

Fifteen students?

Si ge ldoshi, shiyi ge xuésheng.
Four teachers and eleven students.
Zhuozi yizi ne?

How about tables and chairs?
Women you shi zhang zhuézi, liushi zhang yizi.
We have ten tables and sixty chairs.

Women you ershiwti gé xuésheng, ba ge laoshi.
We have twenty-five students and eight teachers.

San shi san ge rén.

Thirty-three people.

Shéi you qiché?

Who has a car?

San ge nii lioshi you si liang qgiche.
Three female teachers have four cars.
Ndn ldoshi ne?

And male teachers?

Yigeé nan ldoshit you yi liang.

One male teacher has one.



Wi ge rén yi liang qiché. Wi liang qiché, érshiwii gé rén.
Five people per car. Five cars, twenty-five people.

W0 gége you yi liang qiché. Liu liang qiché, sanshi ge rén.
My older brother has a car. Six cars, thirty people.

Xuésheng you zixingché ma?
Do any students have bicycles?

Xuésheng you shiqi liang zixingché.
The students have seventeen bicycles.
Hénhdo.

Very good.

DIALOGUE 3: Ni DE JIU ZHAOXIANGJI ZAl NALI? (WHERE IS YOUR OLD CAMERA?)

A:

NI qu nali?

Where are you going?

W6 qu shichang.

I am going to the market.

Yéuju pangbian de shichdng ma?
The market next to the post office?
Shi. Ni ne?

Yes. And you?

W6 qu xuéxiao de yiyuan.

I am going to the school’s hospital.
Xuéxiao de yiyuan zai nali?
Where is the school’s hospital?

Zai xuéxiao de ndn bian.

On the south side of the school.
W6 de meéimei shi hushi.

My younger sister is a nurse.

Ta de yiyuan zai nali?

Where is her hospital?

Zai xiyuan de béi bian.

On the north side of the theater.

Da xiyuan ma?
The large theater?



Xido xiyuan. Zai jingchdju de youbian.
The small theater. On the right side of the police station.

Ni de zhaoxiangji shi xin de ma?
Is your camera new?

Shi xin de.
It’s new.

Ni de jiu zhaoxiangji zai nali?

Where is your old camera?

Jit zhaoxiangji zai women de cangudn. Jiu zhaoxiangji shi wé mtiqin de.
The old camera is at our restaurant. The old camera is my mother’s.

DIALOGUE 4: WOMEN SHEN ME SHIHOU QU CANGUAN?
(WHEN ARE WE GOING TO THE RESTAURANT?)

A:

Xianzai j1 dian?
What time is it?

San didn sishi féen.
Three forty.

Wancan shi qi didan zhong. Women shén me shihou qu cangudn?
Dinner is at seven. When do we go to the restaurant?

Liu dian sishi wii.
Six forty-five.

Ni de xuésheng ne? Wéomen géi tamen dian shén me cai?
What about your students? What do we order for them?

Qing zhéng yu hénhao.
The steamed fish is very good.

Liang da wan pdi gti tang. WOmen dian jiti ma?
Two large bowls of spare rib soup. Do we order wine?

Géi women didn yi ping hong jiti. G&i xuésheng didn pijiti.
Order one bottle of red wine for us. Beer for the students.

Kdo nitirou ne?
And roast beef?

Tamen you la nitirou ma?
Do they have spicy beef?

You. NY wanshang chi la de cai ma?
They do. Do you eat spicy food in the evening?



B: W6 chi. W6 zaoshang liang didan zhong shuijiao.
I do. I go to sleep at two in the morning.

DIALOGUE 5: Ni XIHUAN ZHONGGUO CAI MA? (DO YOU LIKE CHINESE FOOD?)

A: Ni xithuan kan dianying ma?
Do you like to see movies?

B: W6 xihuan.
I do.
A: W6 xingqisan wanshang qu kan dianying. N qu ma?

I am going to see a movie on Wednesday night. Would you go?

B: W6 xingqisan wanshang shangxué. W6 ba didn shi fen xué zhongwén, jiti dian shi
fen xué dianndao. Ni xué shén me?
I go to school on Wednesday night. I study Chinese at 8:10, and computers at 9:10. What do
you study?

A: W6 xué kuaiji.
I study accounting.

B: Wode mugqin shi kuaiji shi.
My mother is an accountant.
A: Ni de fuqin ne?
And your father?
B: Ta shi llishi. NY xingqilitt zud shén me?

He’s a lawyer. What do you do on Saturday?
A: W6 xingqilitt zuo shohuoyudn.
I work as a store clerk on Saturday.
B: NI na tian bu gongzuo?
Which days don’t you work?
A: Xingqisan, xingqiwii, xinggqitian.
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday.
B: NI xingqitian bu xithuan ting yinyué ma?
Don’t you like to listen to music on Sundays?
A: W6 xihuan xingqitian dai zai jia kan sha.
I like to stay home and read on Sundays.
B: Ni xthuan hé kaféi ma?
Do you like to drink coffee?



W6 xthuan chi zhénggud cai.
I like to eat Chinese food.

Women xianzai qu chi.
Let’s go eat now.

Hao.
All right.
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