NATIONAL BESTSELLER
IN TRADE PAPERBACK APRIL 7, 2009

A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR

The New York Times Book Review « The Washington Post
Los Angeles Times « Time « St. Louis Post-Dispatch
People « Rocky Mountain News « Newsday
The Miami Herald - The Oregonian

JHUMPA LAHIRIT

E7 AL
WINNER OF THE FRANK O’'CONNOR
INTERNATIONAL SHORT STORY AWARD

“A cause for celebration: “Splendid. . . . Lahiri handles
It showcases a considerable her characters without
talent in full bloom.” leaving any fingerprints.”
—San Francisco Chronicle —The New York Book Review
“Lucid and revelatory. . . . “Ferociously good. . . .
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UNACCUSTOMED
EARTH

From the internationally best-selling, Pulitzer-Prize-winning author comes a

superbly crafted new work of fiction. These eight stories—longer and more

emotionally complex than any Lahiri has yet written—take us from Cambridge
and Seattle to India and Thailand as they explore the secrets of family life. In the title
story, Ruma, a young mother in a new city, is visited by her father, who carefully tends
the earth of her garden, where he and his grandson form a special bond. But he’s
harboring a secret from his daughter, a love affair he’s keeping all to himself. And in
“Hema and Kaushik,” a trio of linked stories, we follow the lives of a girl and boy who,
one winter, share a house in Massachusetts. They travel from innocence to experience
on separate paths until destiny brings them together again years later in Rome.
Unaccustomed Earth is rich with Jhumpa Lahiri’s signature gifts: exquisite prose, emotional

wisdom, and subtle renderings of the most intricate workings of the heart and mind.

“Graceful and devastating. . . .
A gorgeous, meticulous and inviting work. . .

of an artist wise in enigmas and human mystery.”

—The Miami Herald

“Powerful. . . . Profound. . . . Haunting.”

—Los Angeles Times Book Review

“Stunning. . . . Gorgeous. . . . Never before has Lahiri

mined so perfectly the secrets of the human heart.”

—USA Toda))

JHUMPA LAHIRT’s debut story collection, Interpreter
of Maladies, won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction, as well as the
PEN/Hemingway Award, the New Yorker Debut of Year, and
an American Academy of the Arts and Letters Metcalf
Award. It was translated into more than thirty languages,
and was an international bestseller. The Namesake, her first
novel, was a New York Times bestseller, a New York Times
Notable Book, was selected as Best Book of the Year by
USA Tod@), Enterntainment Weekly, Newsday, and the San Jose
Mercury News, and was New York magazine’s Book of the Year.
Ms. Lahiri was the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship
in 2002, an a NEA Fellowship in 2006. She lives in
Brooklyn, New York with her husband and two children.
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