March 10, 2008

Dear Editor/Producer,

From best-selling, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jhumpa Lahiri comes UNACCUSTOMED EARTH (published by Knopf on April 4, 2008), her first book in five years. This dazzling collection of stories takes us from Seattle to London to India to Thailand, and highlights the author’s gift for creating complex people and whole worlds in a matter of a few pages, in language that is spare, clear, and achingly true to life.
In a starred review, Publishers Weekly calls UNACCUSTOMED EARTH “stunning. . . . Lahiri’s stories . . . evince a spare and subtle mastery that has few contemporary equals.” Donna Seaman of Booklist, in another starred review, says, “Lahiri’s emotionally and culturally astute short stories . . . are surprising, aesthetically marvelous, and shaped by a sure and provocative sense of inevitability.” Kirkus’s starred review calls this an “uncommonly rich collection.” 
As in her two previous books, Interpreter of Maladies and The Namesake, Lahiri explores the lives of Indian-American immigrants and their children. Now, for the most part—perhaps echoing Lahiri’s own life experience—those children are adults, are having children of their own, and are grappling with identities that don’t fit neatly into one slot (based on nationality, geography, or personality) or another. In the title story, Ruma, a young mother in a new city, is visited by her father, who carefully tends the earth of her garden. But he’s harboring a secret from his daughter, a love affair he’s keeping to himself. In “A Choice of Accommodations,” a couple’s romantic getaway weekend takes a dark turn at a party that lasts deep into the night. 
The collection ends with “Hema and Kaushik,” a trio of linked stories—a luminous, intensely compelling elegy of life, death, love, and fate—in which we follow the lives of a girl and boy, who, one fateful winter, share a house in Massachusetts. They travel from innocence to experience on separate, sometimes painful paths, until destiny brings them together again years later in Rome. 
UNACCUSTOMED EARTH exhibits the author’s signature talents: exquisite prose, emotional wisdom, and subtle renderings of the most intricate workings of the heart and mind. It is the work of a writer at the peak of her powers.
Jhumpa Lahiri was born in London and raised in Rhode Island. She now lives in Brooklyn, New York with her husband and two children.
All best,
Sarah Robinson
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