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Sleepy Little Alphabet
Judy Sierra e lllustrated by Melissa Sweet
A fun read-aloud for little ones who
are learning their ABCs.
Ages 2-6
978-0-375-84002-9 « GLB: 978-0-375-94002-6

The Zoo | Drew
Todd H. Doodler
The cutest, cleverest animal alphabet book in years!
Ages 2-5
978-0-375-85201-5 « GLB: 978-0-375-95201-2

the alphabet tree

The AIphabeI Tree
Leo Lionni
The letters on an alphabet tree, torn and
tossed by the wind, find strength in
banding together to form words.
Ages 4-8
978-0-394-81016-4 » PB: 978-0-679-80835-0

Alphabet Explosion!
Search and Count from Alien to Zebra
John Nickle
Eighteen things in this book begin with
the letter A, and there are 37 ways
of counting S. Can you find them all?
Ages 3-8
978-0-375-83598-8 * GLB: 978-0-375-93598-5

Dr. Seuss’s ABC:

An Amazing Alphabet Book
Dr. Seuss
With Dr. Seuss as your guide, learning
the alphabet is as easy as A-B-C.
Ages 5-8
978-0-394-80030-1 « GLB: 978-0-394-90030-8

now I know my A@Cg

Can you name all the letters of the alphabet? There’s so much fun

to have with all the letters, big and small.

ACTIVITIES/CRAFTS

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

0ld magazines : safety scissors : glue sticks : crayons
construction paper

o Everyone in the Storytime circle should pick their
: favorite letter of the alphabet.

e Go through old magazines and find that letter or
:things in the magazine that start with that letter.

9 Make a collage by gluing the magazine cutouts
onto construction paper.
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WHAT YOU'LL NEED

Pipe cleaners : string : beads : safety scissors

o Give each child in the Storytime circle a pipe
. cleaner. String beads onto the pipe cleaner.

e Shape the beaded pipe cleaner into a letter of
. the alphabet, perhaps the letter of the child’s
first name.

6 Cut a length of string and secure it to the beaded
letter. Tie the ends of the string together to make
a letter necklace.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Construction paper : safety scissors : glue : crayons,
markers, colored pencils : beads : glitter

o Help each child in the Storytime circle cut out a
: giant letter of the alphabet. Letter templates can be
cut before children arrive.

e Decorate the letter with crayons or beads, or
draw on the letter things that start with the letter.
For example, draw some bananas on a B.

- Reproduce the picture on the opposite page for each child in the Storytime circle.

lllustration © 2009 by Melissa Sweet.




What do you see in the pictures below? Figure out what each picture represents and write
the first letter of the name of the object.

.....

now I know my ABCs

lllustration © 2009 by Melissa Sweet.

storytellers: Piease make copies of this page for your listeners.
Help them figure out all the letters of the alphabet. www.randomhouse.com/kids « www.randomhouse.com/librarians



Being a Plg Is Nice:

A Child’s-Eye View of Manners
Sally Lloyd-Jones * lllustrated by Dan Krall
A hilarious picture book about manners
turned upside down!

Ages 4-8
978-0-375-84187-3 « GLB: 978-0-375-94590-8

Donkey-donkey
Roger Duvoisin
Originally published in 1933, this is a
classic picture book about self-esteem.
Ages 2-6
978-0-375-84065-4 * GLB: 978-0-375-94065-1

Princess Pig
Eileen Spinelli * lllustrated by Tim Bowers
Princess? Pig? Both? A crown may not be
the perfect accessory for an adorable pig.
Ages 5-8
978-0-375-84571-0 « GLB: 978-0-375-94571-7

Punk Farm
Jarrett J. Krosoczka
When Farmer Joe goes to sleep,
these farm animals get ready to rock!
Ages 5-8
978-0-375-82429-6 + GLB: 978-0-375-92429-3
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The Little Red Hen
J. P Miller
If no one helps the Little Red Hen make bread,
then no one can help her eat it!
Ages 2-5
978-0-307-96030-6

fun on the farm

0ld McDonald had a farm. And, boy, did he have fun there! See how ™,
much fun you can have hearing stories about farm animals!

ACTIVITIES/CRAFTS

lllustration © 2009 by Dan Krall.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Construction paper : safety scissors : glue : crayons,
markers, colored pencils : googly eyes : straw
popsicle sticks

o Cut out shirt shapes and pants shapes for each
. Storytime listener. Help them glue the shirt and
pants to the popsicle stick. Cut out other shapes
from construction for shoes, hands, heads, hats, etc.

Q Decorate the scarecrows with crayons to color in
: the clothes and faces.

e Glue bits of straw to the scarecrows to make them

look real!
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Finger paint : shallow dishes : construction paper
crayons, markers, colored pencils : smocks : newspaper

o Cover the work area with newspaper or a tablecloth
and protect clothing with smocks. Pour finger paint
of different colors into the shallow dishes.

9 Help Storytime listeners dip their thumbs into the
: paint, one color at a time, pressing their thumb-
prints onto the construction paper. Each color
will be a different animal—pink for pigs, black for
cows, brown for horses, orange for ducks, etc.

e When the thumbprints dry, use crayons, markers,
or colored pencils to decorate the thumbprints with
legs, ears, faces, etc.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Toilet paper rolls (1/2 per child) : pink construction paper
tape, scissors, or glue : crayons, markers : elastic string
stapler

o Cut each toilet paper roll in half. Help Storytime
listeners cover the rolls in pink construction paper,
covermg the round sides and one open side. Secure
paper in the middle. Leave the other open side
uncovered (this is where the child’s nose will go).

e Decorate the flat, covered end with pig nose shapes
: like nostrils.

e Attach each end of a piece of elastic string to the
open end of the tube to form a strap. Put the elastic
around the head and your own nose in the open part
of the tube. Now you have a pig snout nose!




back to school

New pencils, new notebooks, new teachers, too! Even if it's scary, going
back to school is also very exciting! Who's ready to go back to school?

ACTIVITIES/CRAFTS

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Drawing paper : crayons, markers, colored pencils : old
magazines : safety scissors : glue

o Hand each child a sheet of drawing paper.

e Draw what you would pack in your backpack or take
- for lunch on the first day of school. You can cut out
pictures from magazines to paste into your drawing.

6 Share your drawing or collage with the Storytime
circle and you'll be ready for school!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Construction paper : crayons, markers, colored pencils
loud singing voices

o Sing “The Wheels on the Bus” song together.

Make drawings of the bus with all the people from
the song sitting on the bus.

@ Include the wheels, the driver, the baby, etc.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Red or green construction paper : crayons, markers,
colored pencils : glitter : beads : pom-poms

Cut out big apple templates for each child in the

Storytime Circle.

Help them write their name in the center of the

apple.

Decorate the apple with glitter or beads and be all

ready with an apple for the teacher!

lllustration © 2009 by Anna Alter.
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Abigail Spells
Anna Alter
Can Abigail spell her way to the top?
Ages 5-8
978-0-375-85617-4 « GLB: 978-0-375-95617-1

Stan and Jan Berenstain
It’s Sister Bear’s first day of school!
Ages 5-8
PB: 978-0-394-83736-9 * GLB: 978-0-394-93736-6

| Don’t Want to Go to School!
Stephanie Blake
A book to ease those first-day jitters!
Ages 3-5
978-0-375-85688-4 + GLB: 978-0-375-95688-1

Kindergarten Countdown
Anna Jane Hays e« lllustrated by Linda Davick
In this delightful book, a little girl counts off the
days by naming what she’ll do in kindergarten.
Ages 3-6
978-0-375-84252-8 + GLB: 978-0-375-94252-5
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How Many Seeds in a Pumpkin?
Margaret McNamara
lllustrated by G. Brian Karas
Small things have a lot going on inside of them!
Ages 3-7
HC: 978-0-375-84014-2 » GLB: 978-0-375-94014-9



A Small Surprise
Louise Yates
A triumphant and endearing tale
to tickle the smallest listeners.
Ages 2-6
978-0-375-85698-3  GLB: 978-0-375-95698-0

The Circus Is Coming
Hilary Knight
The greatest parade on Earth!
Ages 3-9
978-0-375-84066-1 « GLB: 978-0-375-94066-8
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Emeline at the Circus
Marjorie Priceman
While her teacher imparts dry lessons on the circus,
Emeline wanders away and gets pulled right into
the chaos of the greatest show on earth.
Ages 5-8
HC: 978-0-679-87685-4 » PB: 978-0-440-41732-3

If | Ran the Circus
Dr. Seuss
Young Morris McGurk lets his imagination run wild
with his circus McGurkus.
Ages 3-6
978-0-394-80080-6 * GLB: 978-0-394-90080-3

Big and Little
John Stadler
Welcome to the big top! A clever concept book—
with lots of suspense and surprises!
Ages 3-6
978-0-375-84175-0

under the big top

The clowns! The elephants! The trapeze! The lions! The circus is in town!

——

——

ACTIVITIES/CRAFTS

paper plate clowns

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Paper plates : googly eyes : crayons, markers, colored
pencils : yarn : construction paper : glue : beads,
pom-poms, glitter : tape or scissors

0 Give each child in the Storytime circle a paper plate
: foraface and a small pom-pom for the nose. Help
them affix the pom-pom to the center of the plate

e Draw a clown face around the nose using lots of
: bright colors.

e Top the face with funny clown hair.
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&3 circus train

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Construction paper : crayons, markers, colored pencils
tape, glue, or stapler : paper circles for wheels

o Give each child in the Storytime circle a rectangle
of construction paper. This is their individual circus
train car. Help them affix wheels to the bottom of
the train car.

e Inside the train car, draw what will be coming to the
¢ circus. It can be an animal act, or a trapeze artist,
or the candy or popcorn snacks.

e Affix all the different train cars together to see what
will be coming to the circus!

cotton candy shacks

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Toilet paper rolls or paper cones : cotton balls or
pom-poms : markers : glue

o Glue pom-poms or cotton balls onto toilet paper
:rolls or paper cones to make cotton candy treats.

e Color the cotton balls for different flavor cotton
© candy.

9 It looks delicious, but don't eat it!

-bt Reproduce the opposite page to have your Storytime listeners make their own funny clown hats.
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What kind of clown would you be if you were in the circus? Decorate the hat below
and let your Storyteller help you put your clown hat together so you can wear it.

under the big top

lllustration © 2009 by Louise Yates.

StOI’VT@”@Y‘QZ Please make copies of this activity sheet for your listeners. www.randomhouse.com/kids « www.randomhouse.com/librarians



more sensational summer 2009

ctorytime reads!

Oh No! Time to Go! Ocean’s Child
Ages 3-7 Ages 2-5

HC: 978-0-375-84981-7 HC: 978-0-375-84752-3

GLB: 978-0-375-95696-6 GLB: 978-0-375-95752-9
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Egg Drop Grlzzly Dad: Why Dads Are Great Ten Days and Nine Nights

Ages 4-8 (Even the Grumpy Ones!) Ages 4-8
HC: 978-0-375-84260-3 Ages 4-7 HC: 978-0-375-84718-9
GLB: 978-0-375-94260-0 HC: 978-0-385-75173-5 GLB: 978-0-375-94715-5

GLB: 978-0-385-75174-2
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Sugar Would Not Eat It Finding Susie Sylvie
Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8 Ages 3-6
HC: 978-0-375-83603-9 HC: 978-0-375-84103-3 HC: 978-0-375-85708-9
GLB: 978-0-375-93603-6 GLB: 978-0-375-94103-0 GLB: 978-0-375-95708-6

RANDOM HOUSE

[CHILDREN'S BOOKS] www.randomhouse.com/librarians

Monsters Don’t Eat Broccoli
Ages 5-8
HC: 978-0-375-85686-0
GLB: 978-0-375-95686-7
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The Grumpy Dump Truck
Ages 3-6
HC: 978-0-375-85839-0
GLB: 978-0-375-95839-7

lllustrations, clockwise from top: © 2009 by David Diaz, © 2009 by Jennifer Satler, © 2009 by Giselle Potter.



