
“I love writing, but getting ready

to write a book is even better.

This is the point when you have

a world of possibilities before

you—all the ideas that you

could shake up together and

make into a story—and it’s 

an exciting feeling.”

—Marcus Sedgwick 
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Marcus Sedgwick is the author of several wonderfully detailed and equally thrilling
novels, including The Foreshadowing, a 2007 ALA YALSA Best Book for Young Adults.

Marcus Sedgwick



Book List
MY SWORDHAND IS SINGING 
Ages 12 up • Wendy Lamb Books
HC: 978-0-375-84689-2 (0-375-84689-1)
GLB: 978-0-375-94689-9 (0-375-94689-6)

THE FORESHADOWING
Ages 12 up • Wendy Lamb Books
HC: 978-0-385-74646-5 (0-385-74646-6)
GLB: 978-0-385-90881-8 (0-385-90881-4)
• An ALA YALSA Best Book for Young Adults
• An NCSS–CBC Notable Social Studies Trade Book

for Young People
• An USBBY–CBC Outstanding International Book
• A New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age

THE DARK FLIGHT DOWN
Ages 10 up • Wendy Lamb Books
HC: 978-0-385-74645-8 (0-385-74645-8)
GLB: 978-0-385-90880-1 (0-385-90880-6)

THE BOOK OF DEAD DAYS
Ages 10 up • Wendy Lamb Books
HC: 978-0-385-73055-6 (0-385-73055-1)
GLB: 978-0-385-90158-1 (0-385-90158-5)
PB: 978-0-385-74704-2 (0-385-74704-7)
• An Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best Juvenile Novel Nominee
• A New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age
• A Rhode Island Teen Book Award Nominee
• A Texas TAYSHAS High School Reading List Book 

THE DARK HORSE
Ages 10 up • Laurel-Leaf
PB: 978-0-440-41908-2 (0-440-41908-5)
• A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year
• A Michigan Great Lakes Great Books Honor Book
• A Texas TAYSHAS High School Reading List Book 

A Note from the Author

THE FORESHADOWING
★ “Brilliant.”

—Kirkus Reviews, Starred

★ “Compelling, urgent narrative . . .
skillfully connects young peoples’
struggles for power . . . with the
deepest questions about fate, free
will, and the meaning of
patriotism.”—Booklist, Starred

THE BOOK OF 
DEAD DAYS
“A most satisfyingly creepy
read.”—VOYA

THE DARK HORSE
★ “Employing a lean narrative
voice and writing in short chapters
that encourage page turning,
Sedgwick draws readers along . . .
rich, involving, and vivifying.”
—School Library Journal, Starred

Praise for:

Random House Children’s Books • School and Library Marketing • 1745 Broadway, MD 10-4 • New York, NY 10019
Printed in the U.S.A.     09/07 • BIO0712

Q: Did you enjoy reading as a child?  
MS: Yes, I did. I read a lot, and all sorts of things, but mostly
fantasy stories of one kind or another. As I grew up, I started 
to read science fiction and other genres, too.

Q: What were you like as a child? 
MS: I was extraordinarily shy anywhere outside of the home,
and a cheeky sort of thing inside it. I had an idyllic childhood in
the English countryside, with only one blot on the horizon: that of
school. I never liked either prep or grammar school and found it
all a bit of a struggle. I was happy enough though, thanks to a
small but loving family.

Q: When did you decide you wanted to be an author?  And why?
MS: I was working in a large children’s bookshop. I was inspired
by the exciting writing of some authors, and also inspired too,

oddly, by the bad ones. I thought, maybe I can do better than
that, at least. And when I had an idea that seemed good enough,
I started to write with the serious intention of being published.
I had written as a teenager, too, and enjoyed it, but didn’t have
much direction.

Q: What is your greatest reward for writing? 
MS: It’s hard to say. It’s an internal thing, I think, when it goes
well, of having achieved something worth bothering about.

Q: What do you hope your readers leave your books with? 
MS: I hope they finish one of my books having been entertained,
and maybe moved. I hope that they might remember them for 
a while, and I hope that they might look at something a bit
differently.


