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hat could be more
interesting than thinking
of mysterious happenings,
finding the answers to
intriguing questions, and

making up new worlds?”
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didn’t really set out to be a writer. | just wrote. Reading

and writing have always been my favorite things, though

for a while | wanted to be a writer and an illustrator. Using
red and green crayon, | illustrated my very first book, which |
wrote when | was about five years old. It was called Frosty the
Snowman and was six pages long. | still have it.

All through school, | wrote and wrote. Some of this writing my
teachers assigned—book reports, college essays, my senior
thesis. Some | assigned myself—stories, poems, journals, letters.
After | graduated from college (an English major, of course), | did
several different kinds of work, but they all involved writing and
reading in one way or another. | taught high school English (and
started a creative writing club for my students). | worked as an
editor in educational publishing companies (and wrote stories for
reading textbooks). | worked for a computer company (and wrote
about how to use computers).
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At the same time, after work, on weekends, whenever | could fit
it in, | was doing my own writing. | wrote about people | knew,
experiences I'd had, books I'd read, ideas that had occurred to
me. | started sending these pieces of writing out into the world,
and quite often they were published. | wrote a book, and then
another book. The more | wrote, the more things | thought of

to write about.

So the answer to the question “When did you decide to be a
writer?” is: Never. | never decided anything—I just wrote and kept
on writing, because writing was what | liked to do. What could be
more interesting than thinking of mysterious happenings, finding
the answers to intriguing questions, and making up new worlds?
Writers have a great job. I'm glad to be one.

For more information on Jeanne DuPrau, visit her Web site at
www.jeanneduprau.com
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