
“I have always enjoyed

playing with words, but I had 

no idea that I would be a

writer. There was a time when

I couldn’t stand poetry! . . .

When I was a young man,

I discovered poetry again 

and it changed my life.”

—Jack Prelutsky

Jack Prelutsky has written more than 50 books of verse and compiled eleven poetry
anthologies. Having spent the last 40 years showing children that poetry is fun to
read, he’s now showing them that poetry’s also fun to write, in his recent book,
Read a Rhyme, Write a Rhyme.
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F or 40 years, Jack Prelutsky’s inventive poems have
inspired legions of children to fall in love with poetry. His
outrageously silly poems have tickled even the most

stubborn funny bones, while his darker verses have spooked
countless late-night readers. His award-winning books include
The New Kid on the Block, The Frogs Wore Red Suspenders,
The Random House Book of Poetry for Children, and 
The Beauty of the Beast.

While attending a Bronx, New York, grade school, Prelutsky took
piano and voice lessons and was a regular in school shows.
Surprisingly, Prelutsky developed a healthy dislike for poetry due 

to a teacher who “left me with the impression that poetry was
the literary equivalent of liver. I was told it was good for me,
but I wasn’t convinced.”

In his early twenties, Prelutsky spent six months drawing
imaginary animals in ink and watercolor. One evening, he wrote
two dozen short verses to accompany each drawing. He showed
them to an editor, who loved his poems (although not his
artwork!) and urged him to keep writing. Prelutsky listened 
and he is still busy writing.

Jack Prelutsky lives in Seatlle, Washington with his wife, Carolynn.
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READ A RHYME, 
WRITE A RHYME
“Prelutsky designed this collection to
jumpstart children's creative juices. 
. . . He also includes . . .
poemstart[s]: unfinished verse[s],
along with advice and lists of
rhyming words, so that readers can
complete the poem[s] on their own.”

—School Library Journal

THE 20TH-CENTURY
CHILDREN’S POETRY
TREASURY
★ “A splendid collection.”

—Starred, School Library Journal

“Teachers and librarians will want to
use this millennial volume with
Prelutsky’s Random House Book of
Poetry for Children to introduce our
best children’s poets and encourage
children to write about their
immediate experience.”—Booklist

THE RANDOM HOUSE BOOK
OF POETRY FOR CHILDREN
“No elementary classroom should be
without [Jack Prelutky’s] The
Random House Book of Poetry for
Children.”—Teaching K–8
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GOOD SPORTS
Rhymes About Running, Jumping,
Throwing, and More
Illustrated by Chris Raschka 
Ages 8 up • Alfred A. Knopf
978-0-375-83700-5 (0-375-83700-0)
GLB: 978-0-375-93700-2 (0-375-93700-5)
On Sale: March 13, 2007

THE BEAUTY OF THE BEAST
Poems from the Animal Kingdom
Selected by Jack Prelutsky
Illustrated by Meilo So
Ages 4–10 • Alfred A. Knopf
978-0-679-87058-6 (0-679-87058-X)
GLB: 978-0-679-97058-3 (0-679-97058-4)
• An ALA Notable Children’s Book

READ A RHYME, WRITE A RHYME
Selected by Jack Prelutsky
Illustrated by Meilo So
Ages 5–8 • Alfred A. Knopf
978-0-375-82286-5 (0-375-82286-0)
GLB: 978-0-375-92286-2 (0-375-92286-5)

READ-ALOUD RHYMES 
FOR THE VERY YOUNG
Selected by Jack Prelutsky
Illustrated by Marc Brown
Ages 4–8 • Alfred A. Knopf
978-0-394-87218-6 (0-394-87218-5)
GLB: 978-0-394-97218-3 (0-394-97218-X)
• A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year
• A Booklist Editors’ Choice
• A Horn Book Fanfare Honor Book
• A Library of Congress Children’s Book of the Year

THE 20TH-CENTURY CHILDREN'S 
POETRY TREASURY
Selected by Jack Prelutsky
Illustrated by Meilo So
Ages 6–12 • Alfred A. Knopf
978-0-679-89314-1 (0-679-89314-8)

FOR LAUGHING OUT LOUD
Poems to Tickle Your Funnybone
Selected by Jack Prelutsky
Illustrated by Marjorie Priceman
Ages 4–10 • Alfred A. Knopf
978-0-394-82144-3 (0-394-82144-0)
GLB: 978-0-394-95010-5 (0-394-95010-0)
• A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year
• An IRA-CBC Children’s Choice


