
*Half of a Yellow Sun
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

WWiinnnneerr  ooff  tthhee  22000077  OOrraannggee  PPrriizzee

FFiinnaalliisstt  ffoorr  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  BBooookk  CCrriittiiccss  CCiirrccllee  AAwwaarrdd

With effortless grace, celebrated author Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie illuminates a seminal moment in modern African his-
tory: Biafra’s impassioned struggle to establish an independent
republic in southeastern Nigeria during the late 1960s.

“Ingenious. . . . [With] searching insight, compassion and an
unexpected yet utterly appropriate touch of wit, Adichie has
created an extraordinary book.”  —The Los Angeles Times

Anchor | TR | September 2007 | 978-1-4000-9520-9 | 560 pages |
$14.95 

Reading Level: 7

*The Cave Painters:  Probing the Mysteries of the
World’s First Artists
by Gregory Curtis

Gregory Curtis introduces students to the spectacular cave
paintings of France and Spain painted 40,000 years ago by
the Cro-Magnon.  He discusses the men and women who
rediscovered them and the varied theories about their origins,
as well as conveying a brilliant appreciation for their remark-
able beauty, astonishing sophistication, and their continuing
fascination.

Anchor | TR | October 2007 | 978-1-4000-7887-5 | 288 pages |
$14.95/$21.00 (Canada)  

Reading Level: 12

*The Syringa Tree: A Novel
by Pamela Gien

In this heartrending and inspiring novel set against the gor-
geous, vast landscape of South Africa under apartheid, award-
winning playwright Pamela Gien tells the story of two fami-
lies—one black, one white—separated by racism, connected
by love.

Random House | TR | October 2007 |  978-0-375-75910-9 | 
288 pages | $13.95

Reading Level: 7

*I Wish I’d Been There: Twenty Historians Bring to Life
the Dramatic Events That Changed America
edited by Byron Hollinshead

I Wish I’d Been There brings together twenty of our most dis-
tinguished historians’ responses to the question “What scene
or incident in American history would you most liked to have
witnessed—and why?” The answers illuminate crucial
moments in our past and give students a front-row seat at
some of American history’s most dramatic events.

“Fun. . . . Poses new and intriguing questions. . . . The essays
are crammed with knowledge and are as thought-provoking
as they are entertaining.”  —Buffalo News

Anchor | TR | September 2007 | 978-1-4000-9654-1 | 352 pages |
$14.95/$21.00 (Canada)  

Reading Level: 11

*Climbing the Mango Trees:  A Memoir of a Childhood
in India
by Madhur Jaffrey

SSeelleecctteedd  aass  aa  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  PPuubblliicc  LLiibbrraarryy  BBooookk  ffoorr  tthhee  TTeeeenn  AAggee

Today’s most highly regarded writer on Indian food gives us
an enchanting memoir of her childhood in Delhi in an age
and a society that has since disappeared. Climbing the Mango
Trees is both an enormously appealing account of an unusual
childhood and a testament to the power of food to evoke
memory. 

“Jaffrey’s graceful prose and sure powers of description paint
a vivid landscape of an almost enchanted childhood. Her
family and friends, the bittersweet sorrows of puberty, the sen-
sual sounds and smells of the monsoon rain, all are remem-
bered with love and care.” —Publishers Weekly

Vintage | TR | October 2007 | 978-1-4000-7820-2 | 320 pages |
$14.95/$21.00 (Canada)  

Reading Level: 8
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Gifted: A Novel
by Nikita Lalwani

22000077  BBooookkeerr  PPrriizzee  NNoommiinneeee

Deftly pondering the complexities and consequences that
accompany the best intentions, Gifted explores just how far
one person will push another, and how much can be
endured, in the name of love.

“A triumph. . . .  All the conventional pieties and forms of
Indian immigrant identity and trauma are so wittily preempt-
ed, and yet there’s a sure grasp, at the serious core of the
novel, of the deep reverberations of politics and history. ” 
—Tessa Hadley, author of The Master Bedroom

Random House | HC | September 2007 | 978-1-4000-6648-3 | 
288 pages | $23.95

Reading Level: 7

*Unbowed:  A Memoir
by Wangari Maathai

WWiinnnneerr  ooff  tthhee  22000044  NNoobbeell  PPeeaaccee  PPrriizzee

TTeeaacchheerr’’ss  GGuuiiddee  AAvvaaiillaabbllee
In Unbowed, Wangari Maathai recounts her extraordinary
journey from her childhood in rural Kenya to the world stage.
When Maathai founded the Green Belt Movement in 1977,
she began a vital poor people’s environmental movement,
focused on the empowerment of women, that soon spread
across Africa. Infused with her unique luminosity of spirit, this
remarkable story of courage, faith, and the power of persist-
ence is destined to inspire generations to come.

“Wangari Maathai’s memoir is direct, honest, and beautifully
written—a gripping account of modern Africa’s trials and tri-
umphs, a universal story of courage, persistence, and success
against great odds in a noble cause.”  —President Bill Clinton 

Anchor | TR | September 2007 | 978-0-307-27520-2 | 368 pages |
$14.95/$21.00 (Canada)  

Reading Level: 11

The Knowledge Book: Everything You Need to Know
to Get By in the 21st Century
by National Geographic

The Knowledge Book distills thousands of years of
humankind’s most significant ideas and achievements and
packs everything into a single, irresistibly readable volume.
The richly illustrated pages burst with essential facts from all
major fields of knowledge: science, technology, philosophy,
art, religion, economics, and more. Two thousand vibrant
images captivate readers who enjoy visual learning and func-
tion as a colorful catalog of essential knowledge.

National Geographic | HC | September 2007 | 978-1-4262-0124-0 |
512 pages | $35.00

Reading Level: 10

*The Rising Tide: A Novel of World War II
by Jeff Shaara

A modern master of the historical novel, Jeff Shaara has paint-
ed brilliant depictions of the Civil War, the Revolutionary
War, and World War I. Now he embarks upon his most ambi-
tious epic, a trilogy about the military conflict that defined the
twentieth century. The Rising Tide begins a staggering work of
fiction bound to be a new generation’s most poignant chroni-
cle of World War II. With you-are-there immediacy, painstak-
ing historical detail, and all-inclusive points of view, Shaara
portrays the momentous and increasingly dramatic events that
pulled America into the vortex of this monumental conflict.

Ballantine | TR | September 2007 |  978-0-345-46138-4 | 576 pages |
$15.95

Reading Level: 6

Last Night I Dreamed of Peace: The Diary of Dang
Thuy Tram
by Dang Thuy Tram

TTeeaacchheerr’’ss  GGuuiiddee  AAvvaaiillaabbllee

Written from 1968–1970, this diary of a young, idealistic
Vietnamese doctor describes the horrors of war and her devo-
tion to family, country, and the Communist party. Her last
entry was made the day before she died protecting her hospi-
tal. At times raw, at times lyrical and youthfully sentimental,
Tram’s voice speaks across cultures of her humanity, dignity,
and compassion.

Harmony | HC | September 2007 | 978-0-307-34737-4 | 256 pages |
$19.95

Reading Level: 8

The War: An Intimate History 1941–1945
by Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns

“Heart-rending. . . .  This companion volume to the Ken Burns
documentary should be read by everyone in the family, from
the high-schoolers to the Baby Boomers. . . . [It is] unique not
only among previous volumes that have accompanied Burns’
documentaries but among just about any book on World War
II. . . . Geoffrey C. Ward handles the historical narrative deftly
[and] juxtaposes major events with illuminating details. But
it’s the personal side of the book, the stories of the common
people from these towns and many others, that pulls the read-
er in. . . . Part history, part memoir and part photo album, The
War is compelling on many levels.” —Allen Barra, Newark
Star-Ledger

Knopf | HC | September 2007 | 978-0-307-26283-7 | 480 pages |
$50.00/$65.00 (Canada)  

Reading Level: 9
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The Jewish Americans: Three Centuries of Jewish
Voices in America
by Beth Wenger

What was it like for the first Jews to arrive in the New World?
How did a Bavarian immigrant’s crockery business expand
into one of the nation’s top department stores? How did
Yiddish theater and humor influence Hollywood and main-
stream entertainment? How has Israel affected American
Jewish identity? This magnificently illustrated book, compan-
ion to the major PBS television documentary produced by
David Grubin, tells the history of Jews in America in a capti-
vating and accessible collection of first-person accounts,
interviews, distinguished scholarly writings, and profiles of
prominent Jews as well as ordinary Jewish immigrants. 

Doubleday | HC | October 2007 | 978-0-385-52139-0 | 400 pages |
$40.00/$50.00 (Canada)

Reading Level: 9

Introducing Vintage Classics Editions

*The Shadow-Line
by Joseph Conrad
Vintage | TR | October  2007 | 978-0-307-38653-3 | 144 pages |

$8.95/$8.95 (Canada) 

TThhee  ssiixx  nnoovveellss  ooff  JJaannee  AAuusstteenn::

*Emma 
Vintage | TR | September 2007 | 978-0-307-38684-7 | 512 pages |
$7.95/$10.95 (Canada) 

*Mansfield Park 
Vintage | TR | September 2007| 978-0-307-38688-5 | 496 pages |
$6.95/$8.95 (Canada) 

*Northanger Abbey 
Vintage | TR | September 2007 | 978-0-307-38683-0 | 256 pages |
$6.95/$8.95 (Canada) 

*Persuasion 
Vintage | TR | September 2007 | 978-0-307-38685-4 | 272 pages |
$5.95/$7.50 (Canada) 

*Pride and Prejudice 
Vintage | TR | September 2007 | 978-0-307-38686-1 | 284 pages |
$7.95/$10.95 (Canada) 

*Sense and Sensibility 
Vintage | TR | September 2007 | 978-0-307-38687-8 | 384 pages |
$6.95/$8.95 (Canada) 

Professional Reading

*The Freedom Writers Diary Teacher’s Guide
by Erin Gruwell

A teacher’s companion to the successfull The Freedom
Writers’ Diary, this “standards based” guide includes innova-
tive teaching techniques that will engage, empower and
enlighten.

Broadway | TR | October 2007 | 978-0-7679-2696-6 | 256 pages |
$21.95

The Virginia Woolf Writers’ Workshop: Seven Lessons
to Inspire Great Writing
by Danell Jones

In this brilliantly imagined book, author Danell Jones mines
the diaries, essays, correspondence, and fiction of a literary
legend to create an unforgettable master class in the art of
writing. Using Virginia Woolf’s own words, this inspiring,
instructive, and entertaining guide will delight fans, students,
and teachers alike—and at last give Woolf a classroom of her
own.

Bantam | HC | September 2007 | 978-0-553-80650-2 | 176 pages |
$24.00

In Case You Missed It

Little Heathens: Hard Times and High Spirits on an
Iowa Farm During the Great Depression 
by Mildred Armstrong Kalish

A great book for units focusing on Depression-era America.

“Little Heathens is an enchanting but thoroughly unsentimen-
tal look at rural life in the Great Depression.  In clear clean
prose we are offered the grit, struggle, and also the joy of
hard work on a farm.  I cherish this book for its quite naked
honesty and quiet lyricism about a time which makes our cur-
rent problems nearly childish.  This is a fine book.”—Jim
Harrison, author of Legends of the Fall

Bantam | HC | May 2007 | 978-0-553-80495-9 | 304 pages |
$22.00/$28.00 (Canada)

Reading Level: 9
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