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*Things Fall Apart
by Chinua Achebe

50th Anniversary Edition
Teacher’s Guide Available

Things Fall Apart is the most illuminating and permanent
monument we have to the modern African experience as seen
from within.

“Mr. Achebe is a novelist who makes you laugh—and then
catch your breath in horror.... Achebe is gloriously gifted with
the magic of an ebullient, generous, great talent.”

—Nadine Gordimer, The New York Times Book Review
Anchor | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-385-47454-2 | 224 pages |
$10.95

Reading Level: 7

*1001 People Who Made America
by Alan Axelrod

Serving up history in lively, accessible bites, this book pres-
ents a who’s who in American politics, arts, science, business,
religion, and pop culture, along with concise explanations of
each figure’s historical significance.

Packed with information and insight, 7001 People Who Made
America gives readers a deeper understanding of what it
means to be an American. The appealing design and easy-to-
read format invite browsing and sharing.

National Geographic | TR | February 2008 | 978-1-4262-0215-5 |

352 pages | $9.95

Reading Level: 7

*Astronomy For Beginners
by Jeff Becan
Hlustrated by Sarah Becan

Astronomy For Beginners is a guided tour of the solar system
and beyond and explains how the way we measure time itself
is intimately related to celestial phenomena. Astronomy not
only helps readers become experts in space and time, it’s also
a fun ride!

For Beginners | TR | January 2008 | 978-1-934389-25-6 | 160 pages |
$14.95

Reading Level: 8

*Toussaint Louverture
by Madison Smartt Bell

In this fascinating biography, the first about Toussaint to
appear in English in more than fifty years, Madison Smartt
Bell combines a novelist’s passion for his subject with a deep
knowledge of the historical milieu that produced the man.
Toussaint has been known either as a martyr of the revolution
or as the instigator of one of history’s most savagely violent
events. Bell shatters this binary perception, producing a clear-
eyed picture of a complicated figure.

Vintage | TR | January 2008 | 978-1-4000-7935-3 | 352 pages |
$14.95

Reading Level: 12

*God Grew Tired of Us: A Memoir
by Jobn Bul Dan and Michael S. Sweeney

One of the uprooted youngsters known as the Lost Boys of
Sudan, John Bul Dau was 12 years old when civil war rav-
aged his village and shattered its age-old society, a life of
herding and agriculture marked by dignity, respect, and the
simple virtues of Dinka tribal tradition. As tracer bullets split
the night and mortar shells exploded around him, John fled
into the darkness—the first terrified moments of a journey that
would lead him thousands of miles into an exile that was to
last many years.

National Geographic | TR | January 2008 | 978-1-4262-0212-4 |
304 pages | $14.95

Reading Level: 10

*Final Exam: A Surgeon’s Reflections on Mortality
by Pauline W. Chen

A brilliant transplant surgeon brings compassion and narrative
drama to the fearful reality that every doctor must face: the
inevitability of mortality. When Pauline Chen began medical
school, she dreamed of saving lives. What she could not pre-
dict was how much death would be a part of her work. Final
Exam follows Chen over the course of her education and
practice as she struggles to reconcile the lessons of her train-
ing with her innate sense of empathy and humanity.

Vintage | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-307-27537-0 | 288 pages | $13.95
Reading Level: 8
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*Prisoners: A Story of Friendship and Terror

by Jeffrey Goldberg

During the first Palestinian uprising in 1990, Jeffrey
Goldberg—an American Jew—served as a guard at the largest
prison camp in Israel. One of his prisoners was Rafiqg, a rising
leader in the PLO. Overcoming their fears and prejudices, the
two men began a dialogue that, over more than a decade,
grew into a remarkable friendship. Now an award-winning
journalist, Goldberg describes their relationship and their
confrontations over religious, cultural, and political differ-
ences; through these discussions, he attempts to make sense
of the conflicts in this embattled region, revealing the truths
that lie buried within the animosities of the Middle East.
“Sharply observed and beautifully written.... A bracingly
clear-eyed, deeply emotional and often humorous account....
Prisoners offers no easy answers but manages to inspire the
rarest of commaodities in the Middle East: hope.”

—Los Angeles Times

Vintage | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-375-72670-5 | 336 pages | $14.95
Reading Level: 9

*Siddhartha
by Hermann Hesse

Translated by Susan Bernofsky
Introduction by Tom Robbins

Susan Bernofsky’s new translation brings out Hesse’s inspired
lyricism and his elegant, melodious cadences, illuminating
the novel’s universal themes and timeless wisdom about the
human condition.

This original Modern Library edition includes a lively new
Introduction by Tom Robbins and a glossary of Indian terms.
Modern Library | TR | December 2007 | 978-0-8129-7478-2 |

160 pages | $11.95

Reading Level: 7

*Genghis: Birth of An Empire
by Conn Iggulden
2008 ALEX Award Winner

“[Blrilliantly imagined and addictive historical fiction....
Building on the fragment of Genghis’s life, Iggulden weaves a
spellbinding story of an exotic and ‘unforgiving land” and the
enigmatic young man—charismatic, a brilliant tactician and
capable of ‘utter ruthlessness’—who sets out to tame it. This is
historical fiction of the first order.”

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

Dell | MM | February 2008 | 978-0-440-24390-8 | 560 pages | $6.99
Reading Level: 8

*Typical American
by Gish Jen
Gish Jen reinvents the American immigrant story through the
Chang family, who first come to the United States with no
intention of staying. When the Communists assume control of
China in 1949, though, Ralph Chang, his sister Theresa, and
his wife Helen, find themselves in a crisis. At first, they cling
to their old-world ideas of themselves. But as they begin to
dream the American dream of self-invention, they move
poignantly and ironically from people who disparage all that
is “typical American” to people who might be seen as typical-
ly American themselves. With droll humor and a deep empa-
thy for her characters, Gish Jen creates here a superbly
engrossing story that resonates with wit and wisdom even as
it challenges students to reconsider what a typical American
might be today.

“Gish Jen has done much more than tell an immigrant story....

She has done it more and in some ways better than it has ever
been done before.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review

Vintage | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-307-38922-0 | 304 pages | $13.95
Reading Level: 10

*American Youth: A Novel
by Phil LaMarche

Set in a town riven by social and ideological tensions—an old
rural culture in conflict with newcomers—American Youth is
a classic portrait of a young man struggling with the idea of
identity and responsibility in an America ill at ease with itself.

Random House | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-8129-7740-0 | 256 pages
$14.00

Reading Level: 8

*Uncertainty: Einstein, Heisenberg, Bohr, and the
Struggle for the Soul of Science
by David Lindley

“Brilliantly captures the personalities and the science sur-
rounding the most revolutionary principle in modern physics.
This book is ... truly thrilling.”

—Walter Isaacson, author of Einstein: His Life and Universe

“Charmingly written and a delight to read.... Highlights the
human element of science.” —The Economist

“Provides a useful précis of the mind-blowing progress of
physics in the early 20th century.” —The New York Times
“Far and away the best popular account of the development

of quantum mechanics | have encountered.”
—Michael D. Gordin, American Scientist

Anchor | TR | February 2008 | 978-1-4000-7996-4 | 272 pages |
$14.95

Reading Level: 11
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*In the Country of Men: A Novel
by Hisham Matar

Winner, Commonwealth Writers’ Prize of Europe and South
Asia
Teacher’s Guide Available

Through the eyes of young Suleiman, we experience a child’s
often misguided attempts to make sense of the adult world.
Suleiman’s mother is an alcoholic, his father is being hunted
by the Libyan revolutionary regime, and neighbors may disap-
pear at any time and appear on television for interrogation
and public execution. The title of the story is particularly
telling, as the novel raises questions about what it means to
be a man, what is involved in humanity, and how much of
one’s identity is tied to one’s country.

Dial Press | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-385-34043-4 | 256 pages |
$12.00

Reading Level: 9

*Un Lun Dun
by China Miéville
2008 ALA Best Books for Young Adults
Teacher’s Edition Available

“[Olne of the most imaginative young adult novels of the
post-Potter era.... Most of all, Un Lun Dun is the work of an
author fascinated by language, and one who rewards any
reader who cares about it half as much as Miéville does.”
—New York Times Book Review

“Miéville’s first attempt at writing for young adults is astonish-
ingly good.... Miéville sacrifices none of the maturity and
intellectualism of his earlier novels for a cheap read, and the
respect with which he treats his young readers is refreshing. It
is a sophisticated novel of emotion and social awareness, and
it is impossible to leave Unlondon until the last page.”

—Dwain Confer, Lafayette Senior High School

Del Rey | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-345-45844-5 | 496 pages | $9.00
Reading Level: 7

Did Lincoln Own Slaves?: And Other Frequently
Asked Questions about Abraham Lincoln
by Gerald J. Prokopowicz

“Did Lincoln Own Slaves? is a wonderful book, as witty as it
is wise. Addressing every question that conceivably can be
raised about Abraham Lincoln, Gerald Prokopowicz provides
answers that are short, accurate, and in many instances highly
amusing. Every Lincoln student must own this book.”
—David Herbert Donald, author of Lincoln

“Witty, intelligent and informative, Did Lincoln Own Slaves?
is just what the world needs as we begin our celebration of
the bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth. This is a book that every
level of Lincoln student—from grade school to scholar—uwiill
find useful. Prokopowicz has provided accurate answers to
the essential questions about our sixteenth president; no more
digging around in the Lincoln library is required.”

—Jean H. Baker, author of Mary Todd Lincoln

Pantheon | HC | January 2008 | 978-0-375-42541-7 | 352 pages |
$24.95

Reading Level: 10

Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year
History of the Human Body
by Neil Shubin

“[Shubin] delves into human gristle, interpreting the scars of
billions of years of evolution that we carry inside our bod-
ies.... Your Inner Fish combines Shubin’s and others’ discover-
ies to present a twenty-first-century anatomy lesson. The sim-
ple, passionate writing may turn more than a few high-school
students into aspiring biologists.” —Nature

“Shubin presents his arguments creatively and concisely, tack-
ling sometimes profound questions about origins and evolu-
tion directly, even humorously.” —San Diego Union-Tribune

Pantheon | HC | January 2008 | 978-0-375-42447-2 | 240 pages |
$24.00

Reading Level: 8

*What I Know for Sure: My Story of Growing Up in
America
by Tavis Smiley

Tavis Smiley grew up in a family of thirteen in rural Indiana,
where money was scarce and the sight of other black faces
even scarcer. He was always an outsider, but one day his
world was shattered when his father brutally beat him, send-
ing him to the hospital and then into foster care for a period
of time. In What | Know for Sure, Smiley recounts how he
overcame his painful history and became one of America’s
most popular media figures.

Anchor | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-385-72172-1 | 272 pages | $13.95
Reading Level: 6
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American-Made: The Enduring Legacy of the WPA:
When FDR Put the Nation to Work
by Nick Taylor

Teacher’s Guide Available

This is the first history of one of the most controversial,
humane, and enduring programs to come out of the terrible
Depression years of the 1930s: the jobs program, known as
the WPA, that for 8 years restored pride and paychecks to
many millions of hungry, homeless and jobless Americans.
Bantam | HC | February 2008 | 978-0-553-80235-1 | 640 pages |
$27.00/$33.00 (Canada)

Reading Level: 10

*From Midnight to Dawn: The Last Tracks of the
Underground Railroad
by Jacqueline Tobin with Hettie Jones

This extraordinary narrative offers a fresh perspective on the
Underground Railroad as it traces the perilous journeys of
fugitive ex—slaves from the United States to free black settle-
ments in Canada. An extraordinary examination of a part of
American history that transcends national borders, From
Midnight to Dawn will captivate students with its tales of
hope, courage, and a people’s determination to live equal
under the law.

Anchor | TR | January 2008 | 978-1-4000-7936-0 | 304 pages |
$14.00
Reading Level: 10

Men and Gods: Myths and Legends of the Ancient
Greeks

by Rex Warner
Hlustrated by Edward Gorey

Writing in a relaxed and winning colloquial style, Warner
vividly recreates the classic stories of Jason and the
Argonauts and Theseus and the Minotaur, among many oth-
ers, while Gorey’s quirky pen-and-ink sketches offer a visual
interpretation of these great myths in the understated but
brilliantly suggestive style that has gained him admirers
throughout the world.

Men and Gods is an essential and delightful book with
which to discover some of the key stories of world literature.

NYRB Classics | HC | January 2008 | 978-1-59017-263-6 | 296 pages
| $16.95

Reading Level: 8

*Evolution for Everyone: How Darwin’s Theory Can
Change the Way We Think About Our Lives
by David Sloan Wilson

“In this age of mounting mistrust between science and reli-
gion in American society—especially in America’s class-
rooms—David Sloan Wilson’s Evolution for Everyone comes
as a breath of fresh air. Without stooping to condemn those-
whose religious beliefs lead them to reject evolution, Wilson
clearly but gently shows how evolution is essential to under-
standing all aspects of our daily lives.” —Niles Eldredge,
Division of Paleontology, The American Museum of Natural
History

Delta | TR | December 2007 | 978-0-385-34092-2 | 400 pages |
$15.00

Reading Level: 12

*Feather in the Storm: A Childhood Lost in Chaos
by Emily Wu and Larry Engelmann

Told from a child’s and young girl’s point of view, Wu’s spell-
binding account—which spans nineteen years of growing up
during the chaos of China’s Great Leap Forward and Cultural
Revolution—tells her story of this hidden Holocaust, in
which millions of children and their families died.

“Wu'’s narrative is poignant, disturbing and unsentimental,
and, despite the nature of what it describes, is filled with the
resiliency of youth—and even humor. That Emily Wu sur-
vived is remarkable. That she is able to infuse her story with
such immediacy, power and unexpected beauty is the great-
ness of this book. Feather in the Storm is an unforgettable
story of the courage and silent suffering of one small child
set in a quicksand world of endless terror.” —Ha Jin

Anchor | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-307-27662-9 | 352 pages |
$14.95

Reading Level: 6

Professional Reading

*The Goldfish Went on Vacation: A Memoir of Loss
(and Learning to Tell the Truth about It)
by Patty Dann

Afierword by Sallie Sanborn

Written with disarming honesty, courage, and humor, Patty
Dann weaves together a series of vignettes that chart her and
Jake’s eventual acceptance of their new family after her hus-
band’s death—through coping with the daily challenges, the
sorrow, and the uncertainty, as well as embracing the surpris-
ing moments of beauty and acceptance.

Trumpeter | TR | December 2007 | 978-1-59030-564-5 | 176 pages |
$11.95/$14.95 (Canada)
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*Teach With Your Heart: Lessons I Learned from The
Freedom Writers
by Erin Gruwell

In this passionate, poignant, and deeply personal memoir
and call to arms, Erin Gruwell, the dynamic young teacher
who nurtured a remarkable group of high school students
from Long Beach, California, who called themselves the
Freedom Writers, includes lessons for parents and teachers
about what she learned from her remarkable band of stu-
dents as she traveled through the emotional peaks and val-
leys on the front lines of our nation’s educational system.

Broadway | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-7679-1584-7 | 272 pages |
$12.95

*Naming the World: And Other Exercises for the
Creative Writer
Edited by Bret Anthony Jobnston

Brimming with imaginative springboards and hands-on exer-
cises, Naming the World has everything teachers need to
help their students become a stronger, more inventive writ-
ers.

“A highly useful and perceptive book. With charm and intel-
ligence it touches on nearly every teachable aspect of the
devilishly difficult art of writing.”

—Ethan Canin, the lowa Writers Workshop

Random House | TR | January 2008 | 978-0-8129-7548-2 |
400 pages | $15.00

*When You Catch an Adjective, Kill It
by Ben Yagoda

In his waggish yet authoritative book, Ben Yagoda has man-
aged to undo the dark work of legions of English teachers
and libraries of dusty grammar texts. Not since Schoolhouse
Rock have adjectives, adverbs, articles, conjunctions, inter-
jections, nouns, prepositions, pronouns, and verbs been
explored with such infectious exuberance.

Broadway | TR | December 2007 | 978-0-7679-2078-0 | 256 pages |
$12.95

NEW IN TEST PREP

*Cracking the AP English Language & Composition
Exam, 2008 Edition

Princeton Review | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-375-42842-5 |
272 pages | $18.00

*Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam, 2008 Edition

Princeton Review | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-375-42851-7 |
432 pages | $18.00

*Cracking the AP Psychology Exam, 2008 Edition

Princeton Review | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-375-42847-0 |
320 pages | $18.00

*Cracking the AP Physics B Exam, 2008 Edition

Princeton Review | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-375-42846-3 |
560 pages | $18.00

*Cracking the AP Physics C Exam, 2008 Edition
Princeton Review | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-375-42854-8 |
576 pages | $18.00

*Guide to College Majors, 2008 Edition

Princeton Review | TR | February 2008 | 978-0-375-76637-4 |
848 pages | $21.00
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