Inside the FBI's investigation of the anthrax attacks
Controversial small pox experinments at the CDC and the
race for a new vaccine
Meet the scientists and governnent officials waging the
war agai nst bioterrorism
Exclusive interviews with Dr. Stephen Hatfill and top
FBlI agents

THE DEMON IN THE FREEZER
A True Story

RI CHARD PRESTON

Aut hor of the #1 Bestsell er THE HOT
ZONE

« “Never mind Ebola, the henorrhagi c di sease that was the nmain
subj ect of Preston’s #1 bestseller The Hot Zone. Wat we really
shoul d be worrying about, explains Preston in this terrifying,
cautionary new title is smallpox, or variola...Preston hunmani zes
his science reportage by focusing on individuals — scientists,
patients, physicians, government figures. That, and a flair for
teasi ng out w thout overstatenent the drama in his inherently
conpel ling topics, plus a prose style that's sinple and forceful
nmakes this book as exciting as the best thrillers, yet scarier by
far, for Preston’'s pages deal with clear, present and very rea
dangers.”

- Publishers Wekly (starred review

« “Preston guides us deftly on another scary excursion into the
world of really bad viruses — this tine smallpox, with a side
hel pi ng of anthrax. The author’s steady, ominous voice gives the
worl d of smallpox a particular grimmess...Nowhere to run, nowhere
to hide fromm croscopic infectious agents? Wl cone to M.
Preston’s frightening nei ghborhood.”

- Kirkus Reviews (starred review)



Ri chard Preston is available for interviews in:

New Yor k Thur sday, COctober 10 and ongoi ng
Washi ngt on Tuesday, COctober 15
Atl ant a Wednesday, October 16
Chi cago Thur sday, October 17
The anthrax attacks in Cctober 2001 -- the first mmjor bioterror

event in the United States and the second | argest investigation
in FBI history — were a wake-up call for Anmerican scientists
working with hot agents to find ways of protecting civilian
popul ati ons agai nst bi ol ogi cal weapons. In THE DEMON I N THE
FREEZER: A True Story (Random House; Publication date: Cctober
15, 2002; $24.95), his first nonfiction book since The Hot Zone,
Ri chard Preston takes us inside the Centers for Disease Contro
and USAMRIID --the United States Arnmy Medical Research Institute

for Infectious D seases—ence the headquarters of the US

bi ol ogi cal weapons program and now t he epicenter of nationa

bi odef ense.

At the heart of Preston’s chilling narrative is Peter Jahrling,
the top scientist at USAMRII D and one of the chief scientists
involved in the anthrax investigation. Jahrling — a virol ogi st
wWith top secret security clearance -- is convinced that snall pox
is in the hands of bioterrorists and of rogue states like Iraq
and North Korea.

He sees smmal |l pox as the greatest threat to national security — a
new genetical ly engi neered superpox virus that is resistant to

t he vacci ne.

Preston introduces us to D. A Henderson, the head of the snall pox
eradi cati on program and now the bioterrorismczar in the Bush
admi ni stration, and chronicles the amazing story of the canpaign
he led to wipe snmall pox fromthe planet. “The Ei senhower of the
eradi cation,” Henderson organi zed a handful of doctors and

t housands of health workers scattered around the world who worked




tirelessly to contain outbreaks. In India alone, they paid

al nost 2 billion house calls. The eradication of snall pox was
wi dely seen as one of mankind' s greatest achi evenents, saving an
estimated fifty to sixty mllion human lives. “No greater deed

was ever done in nedicine,” Preston wites, “and no better thing

ever cane fromthe human spirit.”

A battle broke out over whether to destroy the last renaining
stocks of smallpox, and in the end, a victimof cold war
politics, smallpox was put into dormancy in two sets of freezers
— at the CDC in Atlanta, and at Vector, a virology lab in
Siberia. But in aterrible irony, the eradication of small pox
made it into one of the world' s nost appealing biol ogica
weapons. Russia began to nass produce it in secret and set its
scientists to work to genetically engineer a new small pox virus
that would be resistant to the vaccine. In THE DEMON I N THE
FREEZER, Preston di scusses:

e Controversial experinents being conducted inside BioSafety
Level 4 labs at the CDC where scientists are reawakeni ng
the snmall pox virus and infecting nonkeys with live small pox
for vital vaccine research.

e |n 1991, the Wrld Health Organi zati on destroyed 99% of the
smal | pox vaccine stockpile to save $25,000 dollars a year
in electricity costs. Currently, they have 500,000 doses

of smal | pox vaccine — | ess than one dose for every 12,000
people on Earth. To replace the stockpile would cost half
a billion dollars which they cannot afford.

e Infectious Disease Experts had a secret neeting at the
National Institutes of Health in April 2002 to assess the
fallout froma snmallpox outbreak in the US. They concl uded
that an outbreak “would nake 9/11 | ook |ike a cakewal k” and
were told to keep their findings secret.

e Visiting Arerican scientists have | earned that del egations
of officials fromlran tried to hire Vector in Russia (the
only official repository of smallpox besides the CDC) as a
subcontractor to do unspecified research into such viruses
as Ebol a, Marburg and perhaps snal | pox.

In THE DEMON I N THE FREEZER, Preston reports, in unprecedented
detail, on the governnment’'s response to the anthrax attacks. He

reveal s the conpetition and conflict between the CDC and the Arny



scientists and lets us followin the footsteps of the FB
investigation as they hunt for the anthrax terrorist. He shares
his exclusive 1999 interview with Steven Hatfill, whomthe FB

i nvestigated, and reveals what the FBI knows about the terrorist
— their profile of the suspect, how nmuch the terrorist knew about
forensic nethods (enough to avoid even breathing on the envel opes
whi ch woul d have | eft DNA evidence), the exact “nopon-rock”
appearance of the anthrax particles, which stunned scientists and
FBI investigators, and he explores the theory that the terrorist

is an Anerican scientist. Preston al so reveal s:

e The FBI has taken possession of Steven Hatfill’'s research
freezer fromthe Level 4 labs at USAMRIID and is testing
its contents.

e The anthrax in the terrorist attacks was fornulated using a
super - powdered gl ass call ed nanosilica, which nmade it nuch
nore powerful .

Medi cal experts say that one case of smallpox would constitute a
gl obal energency. |In THE DEMON | N THE FREEZER, Preston takes us
to the front lines of the US Arny’ s secret war agai nst bi ol ogica
weapons and shows, with devastating clarity, what may be at stake

for all of us if Jahrling’ s bold and controversial experinent to
devel op a new vaccine fails.
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