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FOR AF/W ONLY - AMBASSADOR COCK FROM AMBEASSADOR

E.D. 12356: DECL: QADR

TRGS: OFRC, NI

SUBJECT: OFFICIAL- INFORMAL

REF: STATE 072719

1. COMFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

B2

3., BABANGIDA VISIT. I AM SORRY TO SAY THAT WE CAN RO
1.ONGER PLAY LOW-KEY ON BABANGIDA'S DESIRE FOR A VISIT,
WHICH 1 WOULD HAVE FREFERRED TO DO. SEPTEL REPORTS MOST
EAGER REQUEST FROM BRABANGIDA HIMSELF IN MEETING WITH JE
BUSH, WHICH FRANKLY CAUGHT US ALL OFF GUARD. IT'S HOT
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IN THE CABLE, BUT I MUMBLED AT THAT POINT. JEB BUSH AND
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1 ALS0 GOT STROBRG PITCH POR SAME FROM COLONEL GWADRBE,
COVERMOR OF HIGER STATE AND A CLOSE BABRRGIDA

COMFIDANT. THE FAT IE IN THE FIRE. GOoOD LUCK.

4. JEB BUSH VISIT. A SEMSATION, HO DOUBT ABOUT IT. THE
FMG ROLLED OUT EVERY RED CARPET IN THE HORTH, FROM FIVE
GOVERNORS ATTENDING THE PLANT OFENING, TO 1300 HORSES IN
AN ABRSOLUTELY SPECTACULAR DURBAR AT GOMBE. AMERICRH
FLAGS LINING THE STREET, CHEERING CROWDS, YOU MAME IT.
SECURITY FROM THE FMG WAS EXCELLENT, WITH REMY, POLICE
AND 5SS ALL WORKING IN TANDEM (UNDER RS0 BOB FRANES
COORDINATION WHICH THEY ALSO ACCEFTED GRACEFULLY,
PERHAFS GRATEFULLY). WE'LL LIVE OFF THIS ONE FOR A LONG
WHILE. JEB BUSH IS5 VERY PLEASANT, POLISHED, AND A
SMOOTH DIPLOMAT. HE DID US ALL FROUD.

“r~ ISRAEL. THE ISRAELIS ALWAYS HAVE A FENCHANT FOR
OVER-OPTIMISM. BABANGIDA 1S CERTAINLY SENDING OUT
SIGNALS TO TEST THE WATER IN NIGERIA, BUT WE EXPECT HIM
ROT TO TAKE THE RISE FOR RWHILE. SOME RORTHERN ELEMENTS
ARE INDEED DIGGING IN THEIR HEELS, AS WE HAVE REPORTED
SEPARATELY. MNEVERTHELESS, THE TREWD IS IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION.

&. MY IBB MEETING WAS POSTPONED UNTIL FRIDAY, IRSHALLAH
{BABANGIDA'S FHRASE) . LYMAN '
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