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At age 85, Fatima Abdullah knows when her time will
come. In fact, it should be in just nine days, on her 1001st
nightly visit with the immortal Scheherazade. Fatima has

told Scheherazade her life stories each night, knowing that on
the 1001st night her storytelling will end. But Fatima has many
loose ends to tie up first. She must find a wife for her openly gay
grandson, teach Arabic to her pregnant teenage great-grand-
daughter, make amends with her estranged husband, and decide
which of her ten troublesome children should inherit her family’s
home in Lebanon—a house she hasn’t seen in 70 years—all while
under the surveillance of two bumbling FBI agents eager to expose
Al–Qaeda in Los Angeles.

With delightful characters and inventive writing, Alia Yunis
presents the heartwarming story of a family just as crazy as yours.

A U.N. diplomat’s daughter, ALIA YUNIS has worked as a journal-
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We’ve created a website that will take you around the world—from
Lebanon to Puerto Rico to the islands of Trinidad and Tobago.

Shaye Areheart Books brings you three novels perfect for book groups,
each with a lush and evocative setting that will inspire your imagination
and engender lively book group discussion.

BookGroupAroundtheWorld.com
features downloadable reader’s guides, author Q&As, and information on
the unique places in Amanda Smyth’s Lime Tree Can’t Bear Orange, Sarah
McCoy’s The Time It Snowed in Puerto Rico, and Alia Yunis’s The Night
Counter. Everything needed for a dynamic discussion is here—in our Book
Group Around the World!

BOOK GROUP
AROUND THE

WORLD
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discussion
group guides

VISIT READITFORWARD.COM—our one-stop online resource for book groups—for
downloadable discussion guides, the seasonal book group e-newsletter, advance
reader’s edition giveaways, “invite the author” book chats, book reviews, author
interviews, book group troubleshooting, and more!

The following discussion guides will be printed in the finished paperbacks. They
will also be available online one month before the book’s on-sale date. To down-
load, please visit ReadItForward.com.

SUMMER 2009 DISCUSSION GUIDES AVAILABLE ONLINE:

FROM SHAYE AREHEART BOOKS:

• The Story Sisters

• Lime Tree Can’t Bear Orange

• The Time It Snowed in Puerto Rico

• The Night Counter

SUMMER 2009 DISCUSSION GUIDES PRINTED IN THE BOOK:

FROM THREE RIVERS PRESS:

• The Package Deal

• Pope Joan

• Skeletons at the Feast

• The Tenth Gift
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