
     1745 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NY 10019 • TELEPHONE 212 782-8319 •  FAX 212 940-7590  

 
 

Random House Inc. Creative Writing Contest 
  2011 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

 

FIRST PLACE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS CHOSEN CITYWIDE 
AWARD NAME SCHOOL TITLE   
$10,000 Literature/Poetry Chelsea John The High School of Fashion Industries “Harlem Tour” 
$10,000 Literature/Fiction & Drama Sapphire Duveau Brooklyn College Academy “Memories In Color” 
$10,000 Literature/Personal Memoir Filipa Ioannou Hunter College High School “Gospels”  
$10,000 Graphic Novel Charlotte Ahlin & Jalilah Byrd Hunter College High School “Rough Drafts” 
 

SECOND PLACE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS CHOSEN CITYWIDE 
AWARD NAME SCHOOL TITLE 
$5,000 Literature/Poetry Tiana King Flushing High School “Skinny” 
$5,000 Literature/Fiction & Drama Pinkhas Nisanov Brooklyn Technical High School “How to Fold an Origami Heart” 
$5,000 Literature/Personal Memoir Ana Henry Bard High School Early College “Eggshells”  
$5,000 Graphic Novel Erica Chan & Sara Shi Stuyvesant High School “Summer Harvest” 

THIRD PLACE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS CHOSEN CITYWIDE 
AWARD NAME SCHOOL TITLE  
$2,500 Literature/Poetry Hannah OʼGrady Stuyvesant High School “Wave”  
$2,500 Literature/Fiction & Drama Xenique McLeod Frederick Douglass Academy VI “Sergio Is Not” 
$2,500 Literature/Personal Memoir-TIE Tai Wei Guo Stuyvesant High School “Only Teenagers” 
$2,500 Literature/Personal Memoir-TIE Shannan Winker Tottenville High School “Leech”  
$2,500 Graphic Novel Samantha Chitacapa Frank Sinatra School of the Arts “Push the Envelope”   

ALL OTHER AWARDS BY SCHOOL 
SCHOOL NAME AWARD TITLE 
Arts & Media Preparatory  Zakiyyah Bowles Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Tim & I” 
High School 
 
Bard High School Early College Maya Kutz Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Finding Your Muse” 
 Alexandra Lubman Honorable Mention – Memoir “Corn Rows, Like Roads..” 
 Catherine Sbeglia Honorable Mention – Poetry “Roots” 
 
Beach Channel High School Michael Santos Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “That Chick is Crazy” 
 
Benjamin Cardozo High School Moonheong Jang Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Child” 
 Stephanie Park Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Royal Ali” 
 Crystal Yeh Honorable Mention – Memoir “Almost There” 
 
The Beacon School Victoria Sperazza Honorable Mention – Poetry “Venice Beach Dream” 
 Sophia Vargas Honorable Mention – Memoir “Stuck on a Cloud” 
 
Bronx Academy of Letters Dilcia Mercedes Honorable Mention – Poetry “The Language of Rebellion” 
  
Bronx Engineering Technology  Badih McQueen $1,000 – Poetry “Remember Me” 
Academy 
 
Bronx High School of Science Ailin Cao Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Phoebe Grabs Some…” 
 Penina Kessler $1,000 – Fiction & Drama “The Lighthouse” 
 Michelle Lin Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Speak” 
 Christina Nam Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Obsession” 
 
Bronx Leadership Academy Chitara Dunnon $500 – Memoir “Gone” 
 Nicole Meighan $1,000 – Memoir “My America” 
 Ashley Williams Honorable Mention - Memoir “This Womenʼs Worth” 
 
Brooklyn College Academy Mark Matheson $1,000 – Poetry “Star Shooter” 
 
Brooklyn Technical High School Michael Barbato $500 – Fiction & Drama “The Criminal Champions” 
 Anastasiya Borys $1,000 – Fiction & Drama “Pushed Past” 
 Mei Chan $1,000 – Graphic Novel “Meant To Be Broken” 
 Chris Golembeski Honorable Mention – Memoir “Youth” 
 Jenny Jiang Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “The Goals of Alchemy” 
 Saba Khalid $500 – Poetry “Another Day” 
 Lisa Nguyen $500 – Memoir “Semi-Formal, Semi-Free” 
 Constance Rodriguez Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Miniastic” 
 Ismahan Sharhan $500 – Memoir “To be Human” 
 Amanda Suszczynska Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “On the Hill” 
 Mirza Tanovic Honorable Mention – Poetry “Empty Words” 
 Annie Wong Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Beyond the Glass” 
 
Clara Barton High School Khadija Rock Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Incidents in the Life of Ruth…” 
 
DeWitt Clinton High School Kimberly Morante Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Give Love A Second Chance” 
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 Stephanie Reyes $500 – Fiction & Drama “Jailene”  
 Ngoc-chi Tran $1,000 – Graphic Novel “Hope, Once More” 
 Veronica Vergara Honorable Mention – Memoir “Dear Daddy” 
 
EBC High School for Public Service Vanessa Tiachi Honorable Mention – Poetry “Happy Same Year” 
 
Edward R. Murrow High School Agron Berisha Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “The Ending of A New Begi…” 
 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School Josiah Ellis $1,000 – Graphic Novel “Shard” 
 Ariana Nicoletta $500 – Fiction & Drama “Joia Mia” 
 
Forest Hills High School Valeriya Babayants $1,000 – Graphic Novel “The Origin of the Garden…” 
 Kevin Lozano Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “The Charleston Chew” 
 
Frank Sinatra High School of  Julian Chelo $500 – Graphic Novel “Winning Bid” 
the Arts Hanbi Hannah Sung Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Point of Difference” 
 
Frederick Douglas Academy VI David Williams Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “The Double Life” 
 
 
Health Opportunities High School Rayven Moody Honorable Mention – Poetry “My Culture” 
 
Henry Street School for  Estephany Payano Honorable Mention – Memoir “Naivety and a Scorpion” 
International Studies 
 
High School of American Studies Jayson Amaya Honorable Mention – Poetry “Four Childish Poems” 
@ Lehman College Young Lee Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Pacing, Silence, a short …” 
 John Pedone Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “You Never Know” 
 
High School of Art and Design Nina Petrossian $500 – Graphic Novel “Hope” 
 
  
The High School of Fashion La Troya Lovell Honorable Mention – Poetry “Raging Selfish” 
Industries 
 
Hunter College High School Sara Blazevic $1,000 – Poetry “Portraits of Snow” 
 Isabelle Burden $1,000 – Fiction & Drama “Eulogy” 
 Joyce Mathew $500 – Fiction & Drama “Paper Trail” 
 Theodora Messalas $500 – Poetry “Blank” 
 Anna Poon Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Sungazer” 
 
Information Technology High School Trevon Turner $1,000 – Fiction & Drama “Almost Celestial, and Hated” 
 
Institute for Collaborative Education Nadege Giraudet $1,000 – Memoir “Twenty Four Hours in Laos” 
 
Jane Addams Vocational  Stephanie Osei-Sarpong Honorable Mention – Memoir “Hair Story” 
High School 
  
Leon M. Goldstein High School Daniel Sokolovsky Honorable Mention – Poetry “Public Service Announcement” 
  
Liberty High School Academy – Husamatu Jalloh Honorable Mention – Memoir “An Odyssey to Peace: A …” 
Newcomers   
 
Long Island City High School Yanquiao Chen Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “But Iʼm Already Doing That..” 
  
 
Math, Science Research &  Santiago Loja $500 – Fiction & Drama “Siren” 
Technology High School 
 
Midwood High School @  Michael Akyuz Honorable Mention – Memoir “This is Not My Dating Profile” 
Brooklyn College Whitney Nimitpattana $1,000 – Memoir “Glasses” 
 Jinanne Taha Honorable Mention – Memoir “Cats and Other Things that …” 
 Natalie Zolotareva” Honorable Mention – Memoir “Lost in Transition” 
 
New Design School Yolandri Vargas Honorable Mention – Poetry “Black Eyed Ferocious” 
 
New Explorations into Science,  Madeline Altamirano Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Willy”  
Technology & Math (NEST)  
 
New Settlement College  Denisse Cotto $500 – Poetry “Myth of Stereotypes” 
Access Center 
 
New York City Lab School David Shatan-Pardo Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Lucy in the Sky” 
 
Port Richmond High School Evelyn Allen Honorable Mention – Poetry “Dissonance” 
 Manar Gauda $1,000 – Poetry “A Few Steps Forward” 
 Jamie Sterner Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Unplug Me” 
 
Queens High School for the Samin Islam Honorable Mention – Poetry “Lonely Louis” 
Sciences @ York College Diana Kim $1,000 – Memoir “Tea Party at the Sauna” 
 Qasim Malik Honorable Mention – Memoir “Trapped in My Mind” 
 Sharon Yi $500 – Memoir “Promise at the Fishing Hole” 
 
Richmond Hill High School Veronica Rainone Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Wuzzio Wazzball the Mania…” 
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Staten Island Technical High School Jonathan Cohen $500 – Memoir “Coming to Terms” 
 
Stuyvesant High School Sophia Abbot $1,000 – Poetry “Sestina” 
 Daniel Beer $1,000 – Memoir “Done Falling” 
 Scott Chiusano Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “No Girl Likes a Fat Boy” 
 Dena Elamrousi $500 – Poetry “A Commentary on the Effects...” 
 Mary Emily Ficarra $500 – Memoir “Phatic Communion” 
 Maya Goldman Honorable Mention – Memoir “Dear Sperm Dude” 
 Kathy Lin Honorable Mention – Poetry “Love Poem to a Stargazer” 
 Patrick Moy Honorable Mention – Poetry “I Write” 
 Samantha Seid Honorable Mention – Memoir “Ann Arbor” 
 Matteo Singer Honorable Mention – Poetry “Writer” 
 Kevin Tseng Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “The Iron Heart of America …” 
 Jasmine Wong Honorable Mention – Memoir “Sins of a Father and a Dau…” 
 
Susan E. Wagner High School Evelyn Cooke Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Spiffy the Leader” 
 Nolan DeBrowner & Jae-Euu Lee $1,000 – Graphic Novel “Rachmaninoffʼs Piano…” 
 Ayesha Ghaffar Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Spiffy the Leader” 
 Divya Jose Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Tenty-Two” 
 Tatiana Ndjatou Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Spiffy, the Leader” 
 Osayimwen Odia Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Spiffy the Leader” 
 Faith Marie Ortiz Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “Once Upon a Memory” 
 Alay Syed Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “The Trees Whisper Amongst…” 
 Hei Man Tam Honorable Mention – Memoir “The Timex Ironman Watch”  
 Azia Tariq Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Spiffy the Leader” 
 Gloria Yuen Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Spiffy the Leader” 
 Elizabeth Volchok Honorable Mention – Poetry “Summer Winds” 
 Irene Zhang Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Spiffy the Leader” 
  
Thomas A. Edison High School Jessica Aydinian Honorable Mention – Memoir “Zebras” 
 Liza Nilufar Honorable Mention – Fiction & Drama “A Different World” 
 
Tottenville High School Richard Camastra $500 – Poetry “A Promise” 
 Marisa Cohen $500 – Fiction & Drama “Not Your Daddy” 
 Fitore Halili Honorable Mention – Poetry “Changing Faces” 
 Michael OʼShea $500 – Graphic Novel “The Mist” 
 Melissa Quijano $1,000 – Fiction & Drama “A Future Set in Steel” 
 Joshua Schneider Honorable Mention – Memoir “Entry #7” 
 Julia Simoniello Honorable Mention – Graphic Novel “Bumble Bee” 
 Roshani Udugampola $1,000 – Memoir “Epiphany” 
 
Townsend Harris High School Ashley Cho Honorable Mention – Poetry “Hiding” 
 Kelly Cordray Honorable Mention – Poetry “Street Kid” 
 Sophia Jin $500 – Poetry “Little Sophia” 
 Demetra Panagiotopoulos $1,000 – Poetry “Linguophiles” 
 


