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About the Book
Suppose you meet a dinosaur at the grocery store.  
What would you say? What would you do? Young  
children will delight in the rhymes of Judy Sierra and  
the engaging illustrations by Tim Bowers as they 
navigate their way through common social situations 
with the help of a friendly and very polite dinosaur. 
Learning about manners has never been this much fun! 

Lesson 1
Discussion Question: What does it mean to have 

good manners? 

Class Activity—Thumbs Up! Using another adult 

or child, role-play the various situations from the  

book. Demonstrate good manners, but also change the 

situations to demonstrate bad manners. As you role-  

play each situation, ask students to identify if you used 

good or bad manners by using just their thumbs—

thumbs up signifies good manners and thumbs down 

signifies bad manners. Take a look around at all of the 

thumbs and ask students to explain their answers. 

Enrichment: Have students do the role-playing and 

you can join the group of thumbs!

Lesson 2
Discussion Question: How well mannered do you think you are? How many times a day do you think you exhibit good manners?

Class Activity—Track Your Manners! Create a chart for each student that lists the well-mannered behaviors exhibited in the book—saying “please” and “thank you,” “excuse me,” “Í’m sorry,” “you’re welcome,” etc. Spend a  week focusing on these behaviors and give stickers to students who demonstrate them. See how many 
students can fill up their chart by the end of the week! 
Enrichment: Allow students to give stickers to 
their classmates when they see others demonstrating good manners.

Lesson 3
Discussion Question: Other than the ones discussed in the book, what are some examples of good manners?
Class Activity—Manner Detectives: Create signs that illustrate good manners which can be used or seen around your classroom—“wait your turn in line,” “cover your mouth when you cough,” “hang coats on hooks,” “share the blocks,” etc. While your students are not in the room, hang those signs in appropriate places around your classroom. When your students return, ask them  to be detectives and find all of the ways to be well mannered in your classroom!

Enrichment: Have your students create the good manners signs and place them around the classroom  for you to find.
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Grades  
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Manners from A to Z
Use the first letter of each phrase to determine where it 
belongs in the alphabet below. Cut out the phrase and 
paste it next to the appropriate letter.

CHALLENGE! Think of more well-mannered phrases for  
the letters that are remaining.

Hello, Í'm pleased to meet you. Yes, please.

Excuse me. No, thank you.

Thank you. You’re welcome.

Í’m sorry. Good-bye, it was nice to meet you.

EDUCATORS: Reproduce this activity sheet to use with your students. RandomHouse.com/kids
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THE SLEEPY LITTLE ALPHABET:
A Bedtime Story from Alphabet Town

Íllustrated by Melissa Sweet
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SCHOOLYARD RHYMES: 
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GLB: 978-0-375-95620-1

MIND YOUR MANNERS, B. B. WOLF
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Pictures by Marc Brown

HC: 978-0-375-82538-5 
GLB: 978-0-375-92538-2 
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BORN TO READ
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More Books by

Judy Sierra
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Guide prepared by Jamie Simon, an educational consultant in the Washington, D.C. area, who has been involved in education for 10 years as both a teacher and an administrator.
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More 
Dinosaur 

Books
The Berenstain Bears and  

the Missing Dinosaur Bone 
HC: 978-0-394-84447-3 
EL: 978-0-375-98316-0

Buying, Training & Caring  
for Your Dinosaur

HC: 978-0-375-83679-4 
GLB: 978-0-375-93679-1

Dear Tyrannosaurus Rex
HC: 978-0-375-85608-2 
GLB: 978-0-375-95608-9

Í Am a Tyrannosaurus
HC: 978-1-58246-413-8 
GLB: 978-1-58246-414-5

Oh Say Can You  
Say Di-no-saur?:
All About Dinosaurs
HC: 978-0-679-89114-7 

GLB: 978-0-679-99114-4

Being a Pig Ís Nice: 
A Child’s-Eye View of Manners

HC: 978-0-375-84187-3

Estie the Mensch
HC: 978-0-375-86778-1 

GLB: 978-0-375-96778-8 
EL: 978-0-375-98007-7

Never Tease a Weasel
PB: 978-0-375-87285-3 
HC: 978-0-375-83420-2

School for Bandits
HC: 978-0-375-86768-2 
GLB: 978-0-375-96768-9 
EL: 978-0-375-98907-0

Thanks a LOT, Emily Post!
HC: 978-0-375-83853-8
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