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Reality Hunger
A Manifesto

DAVID SHIELDS
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

David Sheilds’s Reality Hunger is a rigorous and radical
attempt to reframe how we think about literary license, quo-
tation, and appropriation in the twenty-first century.

“Reality Hunger urgently and succinctly addresses matters that
have been in the air, have relentlessly gathered momentum,
and have just been waiting for someone to link them
together.” —Luc Sante, The New York Times Book Review

“Reality Hunger will create sensations of like-mindedness in 
scattered souls everywhere. Shields has goosed the zeitgeist. 
The point of the polemic is his pugilistic and performative 
assertion of appropriation’s inevitability: literary artists need 
to be given the liberties that have long been accorded to 
visual artists (ever since Duchamp).” 
—Neal Ascherson, The New York Review of Books

“A literary battle cry for the creation of a new genre, one that
doesn’t draw distinctions between fiction and nonfiction, 
originality and plagiarism, memoir and fabrication, scripted 
and unscripted. . . . David Shields [is] brilliant, thoughtful, 
and yes, original.” —Cathy Alter, The Atlantic

The Use and Abuse of 
Literature

MARJORIE GARBER
N E W

Harvard English professor Marjorie Garber’s tour de force is
a deep and engaging meditation on the usefulness and use-
lessness of reading in the digital age. Extraordinary for its
brio, panache, and erudite understanding of our popular 
culture, The Use and Abuse of Literature aims to reclaim “liter-
ature” from the periphery of our personal, educational, and
professional lives and restore it to the center, as a radical
way of thinking.

What is literature anyway, how has it been understood over
time, and what is its relevance for us today? Who gets to
decide what the word means? What are the boundaries that
separate it from its “commercial” instance and from other
more mundane kinds of writing? Does it have any use at all,
other than serving as bourgeois or aristocratic accoutrements
attesting to one’s worldly sophistication and refinement of
spirit? Is it, as most of us assume, good to read, much less
study—and what would that mean? Garber answers these
questions and more in her important reflection on our cul-
ture in crisis.
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The Vintage Book of American
Women Writers

EDITED BY ELAINE SHOWALTER

N E W I N PA P E R B A C K

This monumental anthology of 350 years of American women
writers is an important corrective to the literary canon and a
showcase of great poetry and fiction in one readable and
provocative volume. The Vintage Book of American Women Writ-
ers includes work by nearly 80 significant women writers and
allows us to see our famous and familiar women writers in their
full historical and literary context, and to encounter lesser-
known women of the past whose work deserves to be rediscov-
ered and enjoyed.

“The Vintage Book of American Women Writers contains many of
the usual suspects . . . but it’s got a depth and breadth that’s been
missing before now in canonical anthologies. . . . Showalter has
mined American literary history for forgotten talent, and she’s
come up with treasures. . . . What Showalter has produced is the
most definitive and serious anthology of women’s writing to date.”

—Monica Westin, Newcity Lit

A Jury of Her Peers
Celebrating American Women Writers from
Anne Bradstreet to Annie Proulx

ELAINE SHOWALTER

Elaine Showalter’s unprecedented literary landmark A Jury
of Her Peers—the first comprehensive history of American
women writers from 1650 to 2000—is a vast work that will
greatly enrich our understanding of American literary history
and culture.

“[A] work of astonishing vision, breadth, intelligence, and audac-
ity. Elaine Showalter . . . has produced the most ambitious and
brilliantly executed book of her career, one that is sure to be
required reading for all who have an interest in American literary
history.” —Joyce Carol Oates

“[A] thoughtful and provocative narrative history of women
struggling, striving, and arriving in the literary marketplace.
The book follows women through four historical stages of liter-
ary professionalism from housebound secrecy up to the present
day when, finally, they can write as they please. . . . [A Jury of
Her Peers is] certain to take its place on the shelf of every per-
son interested in American literary history.” —Nina Baym,
General Editor of The Norton Anthology of American Literature
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Art and Madness
A Memoir of Lust Without Reason

ANNE ROIPHE
N E W

Anne Roiphe recalls her life in the mid-century New York liter-
ary scene and her devotion, often at great personal cost, to
her brilliant but troubled husband and their friends. Art and
Madness recounts the fascinating evolution of a time when
art, alcohol, and rebellion caused collateral damage and
sometimes produced extraordinary work. In clear-sighted,
perceptive, and unabashed prose, Roiphe shares the tumul-
tuous adventure of self-discovery that finally led to her
redemption.

“Art and Madness . . . depicted the fifties turning sixties as I too
experienced them. Women were expected to be muses not 
writers. Male sexism and alcoholism were not only indulged but
celebrated. . . . Anne Roiphe tells the complex truth about those
decades—the longing for fame and how it rots the soul, the
pandemic of alcoholism, the attempt to survive and thrive and
raise one’s children in a world that disdains female accomplish-
ment. This is a valuable inner history of those times.”
—Erica Jong, author of Fear of Flying

Mark Twain’s Other Woman
The Hidden Story of His Final Years

LAURA SKANDERA TROMBLEY
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

Laura Skandera Trombley, the preeminent Twain scholar at
work today, reveals the never-before-read letters and daily
journals of Isabel Lyon, Mark Twain’s last personal secretary.
For six years, Isabel Lyon was responsible for running the
aging Mark Twain’s chaotic household, but after a dramatic
breakup of their relationship Twain banished her from his
life and his legacy. The truth of the split is exposed at last in
a story that sheds light on a lionized author’s final decade.

“Trombley has proven to be adept at peeling back Samuel L.
Clemens’s carefully constructed persona and forcing scholars to
reconsider some basic assumptions.”—Bruce Michelson, 
professor of English at the University of Illinois, President of
the Mark Twain Circle of America

“Researched to a ‘T,’ Mark Twain’s Other Woman . . . tells a
story of disfunction, deceit and duplicity the likes of which we
associate not with Mark Twain—but with the pages of Henry
James.” —Brenda Wineapple, author of White Heat and
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I Love a Broad Margin to My Life

MAXINE HONG KINGSTON
N E W

In her singular voice—humble, elegiac, practical—Maxine Hong
Kingston sets out to reflect on aging as she turns sixty-five.

Borrowing the idea of a “broad margin” from Thoreau, Maxine
Kingston hopes to expand her vision as she flies between her
activities as writer, peace activist, teacher, and mother. 

In swift verse lines that become, in her hands, another way of
writing memoir, Kingston show us an American life of great
purpose and joy, and the tonic wisdom of a writer we have
come to cherish.

“As much an examination of the nature of time and aging as it is an
exploration of cultural identity and origin, I Love a Broad Margin
to My Life contains both moments of dark alienation and buoyant 
transcendence.” —Angela Sundstrom, Time Out New York

Dreams in a Time
of War
A Childhood Memoir

NGŨGĨ WA
THIONG’O
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

In Dreams in a Time of War, Ngũgĩ
wa Thiong’o deftly etches a bygone

era, capturing the landscape, the people and their culture,
the social and political vicissitudes of life under colonialism
and war, and the troubled relationship between an emerging
Christianized middle class and the rural poor. 

“[Ngugi] vividly evokes the colonial era as experienced by
Africans, and the resulting clash of cultures that produced one of
the most significant African writers of our time. . . .  Ngugi ’s
greatest literary achievement in this book is to re-create, with
almost uncanny success, how the world looked through mid-
century African eyes.” —The Boston Globe
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House of Prayer
No. 2
A Writer’s Journey Home

MARK RICHARD
N E W

In a blend of history, travelogue,
and personal reflection Mark
Richard, born with badly
deformed hips, recalls a life spent defying his doctors—as a
disc jockey, fishing trawler deckhand, naval correspondent,
private investigator, foreign journalist, and unsuccessful sem-
inarian—before his hips finally failed him. 

“The precision of the descriptions is marvelous in this memoir of
growing up with infirmity. The depth of Richard’s heart is pro-
found, exhilarating, frightening, instructive. House of Prayer No.
2 is a work of high art.” —Rick Bass

“Richard’s book attests to the power of words (and the Word) in
shaping a life, while at the same time challenging some dearly
held beliefs about memoir as a genre.” —The New York Times
Book Review
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The Everyman Chesterton

G. K. CHESTERTON
Edited and with an introdcution by Ian Ker

N E W

A towering literary figure of the early twentieth century, G. K.
Chesterton (1874–1936) was accomplished and prolific in
many literary forms. The Everyman Chesterton is the first
one-volume reader of Chesterton’s best writing in the full
range of genres he mastered.

A forceful proponent of Christianity and a critic of both con-
servatism and liberalism, he set out to describe nothing less
than the spiritual journey of humanity in Orthodoxy and The
Everlasting Man, his most enduring books. He is famous as
well for his beloved Father Brown detective stories, his satiri-
cal and comic verse, his profoundly witty paradoxes and
aphorisms, and his penetrating studies of such figures as
Charles Dickens, St. Francis of Assisi, and St. Thomas
Aquinas. The Everyman Chesterton contains selections from
his poems, stories, essays, and biographies, as well as the
influential works of religious, political, and social thought in
which he championed the common man and for which he is
most admired.

The Annotated Sense and 
Sensibility

JANE AUSTEN
Edited by David M. Shapard

N E W I N PA P E R B A C K

From the editor of the popular Annotated Pride and Prejudice
comes an annotated edition of Jane Austen’s Sense and Sen-
sibility. Filled with fascinating information about everything
from the rules of inheritance that could leave a wealthy
man’s daughters almost penniless to the fashionable cult of
sensibility that Austen so brilliantly satirizes, David M. Sha-
pard’s Annotated Sense and Sensibility is a perfect introduc-
tion to Austen for students.

Here is the complete text of the novel with more than 2,000
annotations on facing pages, including: explanations of his-
torical context; citations from Austen’s life, letters, and other
writings; definitions and clarifications; comments and analy-
sis; multiple maps of England and London; an introduction,
bibliography, and detailed chronology of events; and more
than 100 informative illustrations.
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Burmese Days, 
Keep the Aspidistra Flying, 
Coming Up for Air

GEORGE ORWELL
Introduction by John Carey

N E W

Collected for the first time in one hardcover volume—these three
classic novels combine Orwell’s unsparing vision of the dark side
of modern capitalist society with his comic brilliance and unerr-
ing compassion for humanity.

The lushly descriptive and tragic Burmese Days, a devastating
indictment of British colonial rule, is based on Orwell’s own
experience while serving in the Indian Imperial Police. His
beloved satirical classic, Keep the Aspidistra Flying, features a
young idealist whose attempt to rebel against middle-class
respectability—by working in a bookshop and trying to be a
writer—goes terribly and comically awry. The hero of Coming Up
for Air tries to escape the bleakness of suburbia by returning to
the idyllic rural village of his childhood—only to find that the sim-
pler England he remembers so nostalgically is gone forever.

Collected Short Fiction

V. S. NAIPAUL
N E W

For the first time: the Nobel Prize winner’s stunning short fic-
tion collected in one volume, with an introduction by the
author.

Over the course of his distinguished career, V. S. Naipaul has
written a remarkable array of short fiction that moves from
Trinidad to London to Africa. Here are the stories from his
Somerset Maugham Award–winning Miguel Street, in which
he takes us into a derelict corner of Trinidad’s capital to
meet, among others, Man-Man, who goes from running for
public office to staging his own crucifixion. The tales in A Flag
on the Island, meanwhile, roam from a Chinese bakery in
Trinidad to a rooming house in London. And in the celebrated
title story from the Booker Prize–winning In a Free State, an
English couple traveling in an unnamed African country 
discover, under a veneer of civilization, a landscape of
squalor and ethnic bloodletting.

“V. S. Naipaul is the world’s writer, a master of language and
perception.” —The New York Times Book Review
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Solar

IAN MCEWAN
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

A complex novel that brilliantly traces the arc of one man’s ambi-
tions and self-deceptions, Solar is the story of Nobel prize–winning
physicist Michael Beard who, though his best work is behind him,
may have a chance to reinvigorate his career and very possibly save
the world from environmental disaster.

“[W]here Solar really succeeds—beyond the dark comedy . . . is the
author’s ability to reveal the nature of the climate conundrum in the very
human life of his protagonist.” —The New York Times Book Review

“Vivacious and sprawling, a beautifully and compellingly written novel
. . . . [His] achievement is the brilliant creation of a flawed, larger than
life character who all but walks off the page to shake your hand.”  
—The Times (London)

“Wonderful. . . . Underlying the novel’s mordant comedy and its mount-
ing suspense . . . is a genuine concern for the climate, the planet, the
future of man.” —Kansas City Star

The Infinities

JOHN BANVILLE
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

The Infinities chronicles both a
human family and a rather unholy
gathering of immortals as we
glimpse the lives of the Godleys
while they and the watchful gods

prepare for the death of their patriarch Adam Godley. 

“Banville manages to write compassionately about his mortals
without sacrificing his deities’ exalted wit and wisdom. . . . 
A narrative that makes intricate use of this material’s mythic, 
dramatic and philosophical possibilities while remaining 
improbably comedic. . . . Seamlessly sophisticated fiction.” 
—Janet Maslin, The New York Times

“Like Nabokov, Banville has a wide-ranging intellect and a rather
godlike view of the power of fiction. . . . The Infinities is an 
inventive melding of myth and realism, a sly and poignant tale 
of lust and loss.” —St. Petersburg Times
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What Becomes

A. L. KENNEDY
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

Powerful and funny, intimate and
profound, the stories in What
Becomes capture the spirit of our
times like only A. L. Kennedy can,
with her dark humor, poignant
hopefulness, and brilliant evoca-
tion of contemporary social and spiritual malaise. 

“Marvelous. . . . Kennedy is a force of nature. . . . Everything 
she touches turns to art, and here, she continues to impress with
her psychological fearlessness and breathtaking affection for
language.” —The New York Times Book Review

“These are wonderfully textured pieces, varying from sentence 
to sentence, mood to mood, committed to capturing the precari-
ousness and unsteadiness of individual mental landscapes.” 
—The Guardian (London) 
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Parrot and Olivier in America

PETER CAREY
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

Two-time Booker Prize–winner Peter Carey’s newest novel 
follows Olivier—an improvisation on the life of Alexis de 
Tocqueville—and his companion Parrot—a spy, protector, foe,
and foil—through nineteenth-century America. 

“[Parrot and Olivier] has an eighteenth-century robustness, a nine-
teenth-century lexicon, and a modern liberality. . . . There are few
contemporary writers with such a sure sense of narrative pun-
gency and immediacy. . . . Parrot’s beefy patois, rich in pithy,
prole Englishisms, gives Carey the chance to mobilize the kind of
hybrid idiom, streaked in Strine, that he has used so brilliantly in
the past.” —James Wood, The New Yorker

“What strikes the reader from the first sentence of this book is the
extraordinary daring and assurance of Carey’s use of language
. . . . What he does with words: the power and delicacy, the 
complex orchestration of colour and theme, seems impossible—
more like music than language. . . . [T]he originality of the writ-
ing is so potent that it defies the arbitrary boundaries of literary
genre.” —Jane Shilling, Evening Standard

Ransom

DAVID MALOUF
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

David Malouf’s stirring reimagination of one of the most
famous passages in all of literature: Achilles’s rageful
slaughter and desecration of Hector, and Priam’s attempt to
ransom his son’s body in The Iliad. 

“Malouf may fairly be called Australia’s greatest novelist, and the
reasons why are all here . . . the penetration of his mind into
hearts and motivations; the limpid, lucid prose; the bracing
immediacy of the story, the art of his artlessness. A simple tale,
cobbled from a few lines of an ancient text, but Malouf brings
Achilles and Priam and the wagon driver to turbulent life. . . . 
A remarkable feat.” —The Oregonian

“Profound. . . . Malouf’s paraphrases of Homer are highly inven-
tive, embroidered with imaginative details that often reanimate
familiar elements of the epic. . . . Ransom is a rich meditation on
literary genre—on the difference between Homer’s form, the
epic, with its encrustations of formulaic language, its strict codes
of heroic behavior, and its fated ending, and Malouf’s own form,
the novel.” —Daniel Mendelsohn, The New Yorker
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Please Look After Mom

KYUNG-SOOK SHIN

Translated by Chi-Young Kim

N E W

The stunning, deeply moving story of a family’s search for their
mother, and of the desires, heartaches, and secrets they discover
she harbored within.

“Please Look After Mom is an authentic, moving story that brings to
vivid life the deep family connections that lie at the core of Korean 
culture. But it also speaks beautifully to an urgent issue of our time:
migration, and how the movement of people from small towns and 
villages to big cities can cause heartbreak and even tragedy.” 
—Gary Shteyngart, author of Super Sad True Love Story

“Please Look After Mom takes us on a dual journey, to the unfamiliar
corners of a foreign culture and into the shadowy recesses of the
heart. In spare, exquisite prose, Kyung-Sook Shin penetrates the very
essence of what it means to be a family, and a human being.” 
—Geraldine Brooks, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of March

Swamplandia!

KAREN RUSSELL
N E W

From the celebrated author of the
heralded short-story collection St.
Lucy’s Home for Girls Raised by
Wolves comes a blazingly original
debut novel that takes us back to

the swamps of the Florida Everglades. Against a backdrop of
hauntingly fecund plant life animated by ancient lizards and
lawless hungers, Karen Russell has written a singular novel
about a family’s struggle to stay afloat in a world that is inex-
orably sinking. 

“Karen Russell’s worlds, like her protagonists, are fierce and 
wondrous and hilarious and heartbreaking, and Swamplandia!
. . . [is] as visceral and dazzling a portrait of South Florida’s 
now almost destroyed wilderness as you’re likely to read. 
But mostly it’s a gorgeous and wrenching portrait of sibling love.” 
—Jim Shepard, author of Like You’d Understand Anyway
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The Illumination

KEVIN BROCKMEIER
N E W

In the aftermath of a fatal car acci-
dent, a private journal of love
notes, written by a husband to his
wife, passes into the keeping of a
hospital patient and from there
through the hands of five other suf-
fering people, touching each of them uniquely. 

“Spectacular. . . . [A]chingly beautiful. . . . Underscoring [his char-
acters’] conflicts is the haunting, harrowing, and deeply hypnotic
pull of Brockmeier’s lush language, where even the direst pain
becomes poetic.” —The Boston Globe

“[A] testament to Brockmeier’s considerable stylistic gifts—the
man writes exquisite sentences—and to the palpable compas-
sion with which he frames each of his characters. His attention to
detail is wizardlike.” —The Plain Dealer
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36 Arguments for the Existence
of God
A Work of Fiction

REBECCA GOLDSTEIN
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

36 Arguments for the Existence of God plunges into the great
debate of our day: the clash between faith and reason.
MacArthur fellow Rebecca Goldstein shows that the tension
between religion and doubt cannot be understood through
rational argument alone. It must also be explored from the
point of view of individuals caught in the raptures and torments
of religious experience in all their variety.

“36 Arguments for the Existence of God affirms Ms. Goldstein’s 
rare ability to explore the quotidian and the cosmological with 
equal ease. . . . It affirms Ms. Goldstein’s position as a satirist and 
a seeker of real moral questions at a time when silly ones prevail.”
—The New York Times

“Comic and supremely witty, 36 Arguments for the Existence of God
is both a satire of the academic world and a feast of philosophical
and religious ideas.” 
—Alan Lightman, author of Einstein’s Dreams

Lord of Misrule

JAIMY GORDON
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

W I N N E R O F T H E
N AT I O N A L B O O K
AWA R D

Lord of Misrule follows five characters as they navigate Indian
Mound Downs—a cruel and often violent West Virgina race-
track that is the last stop for trainers, horses, jockeys, gam-
blers, and loan sharks all hoping to get ahead and always
struggling to survive. 

“A beautifully written novel. . . . Gordon has completely mastered
the language of the racetrack, and formed it into an evocative
and idiosyncratic style.”  
—Jane Smiley, The Washington Post

“Lord of Misrule is filled with memorable characters who exist on
the fringe, making up a whole world. . . . Gordon’s language is 
so textured that her pages seem three-dimensional.” 
—Los Angeles Times

VINTAGE | PAPER | 978-0-307-94673-7

304 PAGES | $15.00 | EXAM PRICE $3.00

A Visit from the
Goon Squad

JENNIFER EGAN
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

W I N N E R O F T H E
N AT I O N A L B O O K
C R I T I C S C I R L C E
AWA R D

In a breathtaking array of styles and tones, A Visit from the
Goon Squad captures the undertow of self-destruction that we
all must either master or succumb to. A startling, exhilarating
novel. 

“Remarkable. . . . A finely braided meditation on time, memory,
pop culture, and the perils of growing up in America.” 
—Paul Vidich, Narrative Magazine

“A Visit from the Goon Squad . . . [is] a profound and glorious
exploration of the fullness and complexity of the human condi-
tion. . . . An extraordinary new work of fiction.” 
—Rayyan Al-Shawaf, New York Press
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Selected Poems

WALLACE STEVENS
Edited by John N. Serio

N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

A beautiful new edition of the work of Wallace Stevens, a
founding father of contemporary American poetry, with 
a dazzling range of work that is at once emotional and intel-
lectual. An essential volume for all readers of poetry, this rich
and thorough selection allows us to experience again the
mystery of a poet who calls us to a higher music and to a
deeper understanding of our vast and inarticulate interior
world.

“[W]e have long needed, and now possess . . . a genuine 
[Wallace Stevens] Selected Poems. . . . John Serio’s winning
introduction and informative chronology open up these poems,
with their human eloquence, to a generation born a hundred
years after Stevens.” —Ken Parille, Boston Review

“For many, Wallace Stevens is the greatest American poet of the
twentieth century. . . . This meticulously edited selection by
renowned scholar John Serio presents Stevens’s poetry with a
space and clarity that other editions have not offered.”  
—Susan Howe

Selected Poems

ANTHONY HECHT
Edited by J. D. McClatchy

N E W

The latest edition to the Borzoi poetry series, Anthony Hecht’s
Selected Poems is the first selected poems to be made from
his seven individual volumes. Hecht, whose writing rings with
the cadences of the King James Bible, and who, as an
infantryman at the end of World War II, participated in the
liberation of the concentration camps, lived and experienced
the best and worst of the twentieth century. Readers of this
volume will be captivated by Hecht’s dark music and allu-
sions to the literature of the past. As J. D. McClatchy explains
in his introduction, Hecht was a poet for whom formal ele-
gance was inextricably bound up with the dramatic force,
thematic ambition, and powerful emotions in each poem.
This elevated sense of what poetry can accomplish defines
our experience of reading Hecht, and will ensure his place in
the canon for years to come.
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News of the World

PHILIP LEVINE
N O W I N PA P E R B A C K

A deeply felt collection from one of our most celebrated poets,
Philip Levine gives us finely made, powerfully telling imagery
from the worlds of hand, heart, and mind.

In both lively prose poems and formal verse, Levine brings us
news from everywhere: from his native Detroit, where
exhausted workers try to find a decent breakfast after the late
shift . . . from Spain, where a woman sings a song that rises at
dawn, like the dust of ages, through an open window . . . from
Andorra, where an old Communist can supply you with anything
you want—a French radio, a Cadillac, or, if you have a week, an
American film star.

“Philip Levine’s newest, just-published poety collection, his twentieth,
is wise in a more fundamental, truer way: it is knowing, and what it
knows is what only maturity imparts to us. It gives us ‘news of the
world’ that can be got only by living in the world for a length of
time. . . . A kind of transcendence.” —Kelly Cherry, America

Ardency
A Chronicle of the Amistad Rebels

KEVIN YOUNG
N E W

Written over twenty years, Ardency is acclaimed poet Kevin
Young’s story of the Africans, mostly from Sierra Leone, who
mutinied on board the slave ship Amistad. 

This gathered chorus of voices—the words of an African inter-
preter for the jailed rebels, the captives’ remarkable letters
to John Quincy Adams, their demands for freedom in their
newfound tongue: “All we want is make us free”—amount to
a poetic epic—part libretto, part captivity epistle—that makes
the past present, and even its sorrows sing.

As Young conjures this array of history and music, interweav-
ing the liberation cry of Negro spirituals and the indoctrinat-
ing wordplay of American primers, he delivers his signature
songlike immediacy at the service of a tremendous epic built
on the ironies, violence, and virtues of American history.
Vivid and true, Ardency is a powerful meditation on who
we’ve been and who we are.
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The Hunger Moon
New and Selected Poems, 1980–2010

MARGE PIERCY
N E W

This new gathering of Marge Piercy’s poems—energetic, funny,
political, full of vitality—brings us the heart of her mature work. 

Here are poems that chart the milestone events and fierce passions
of her middle years: the death of her mother, whom we meet first
as a young woman, and again as an older woman musing on what
the afterlife may hold for her. There is a new marriage which she
celebrates not only for romantic beginnings but also for the more
intimate details that emerge over time. Some poems convey her
long-held, never-wavering political convictions, which she declares
in language unmistakably and colorfully her own.

Living out to sea on Cape Cod settles her into the rhythm of seasons
and provides poems of planting and harvests, tributes to the power
and freedom of whales. And in these years she rediscovers her Jew-
ish heritage, celebrating holidays and making of them something
new and original. 

Poems and Songs

LEONARD COHEN
Edited by Robert Faggen

N E W

A magnificent selection of song
lyrics and poems from one of the
most daring and affecting poet-
songwriters in the world.

In the more than half century since his first book of poems
was published, Leonard Cohen has evolved into an interna-
tional cult figure who transcends genres and generations.
This anthology contains a cross section of his five decades of
influential work, including such legendary songs as
“Suzanne,” “Sisters of Mercy,” and “I’m Your Man” and sear-
ingly memorable poems from his many acclaimed poetry col-
lections, including Flowers for Hitler, and Death of a Lady’s
Man. Encompassing the erotic and the melancholy, the mysti-
cal and the sardonic, this volume showcases a writer of live-
wire emotional immediacy.
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Irish Poems
Edited by 
Matthew McGuire

N E W

From the romantic ballad to the
rebel song, from devotional Chris-
tian verse to revivals of ancient
Celtic myth, poetry has long been
Ireland’s most eloquent response to its turbulent and colorful
history. 

Stretching back fourteen centuries, Irish Poems is a dazzling
selection from a long and distinguished poetic tradition,
ranging from the earliest Gaelic bards up to the present.
Organized around such themes as politics, religion, Gaelic
culture, the Irish landscape, and matters of the heart, the
poems collected here represent literary giants like Jonathan
Swift, Oliver Goldsmith, Oscar Wilde, W. B. Yeats, J. M. Synge,
Samuel Beckett, Louis MacNeice, Patrick Kavanagh, Paul Mul-
doon, Evan Boland, and Seamus Heaney.
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The PEN/O. Henry Prize 
Stories 2011
The Best Stories of the Year

EDITED BY LAURA FURMAN
N E W I N PA P E R B A C K

The PEN/O. Henry Prize Stories 2011 contains twenty unforget-
table stories selected from hundreds of literary magazines. The
winning tales take place in such far-flung locales as Madagascar,
Nantucket, a Midwestern meth lab, Antarctica, and a postapoca-
lyptic England, and feature a fascinating array of characters:
aging jazzmen, avalanche researchers, a South African wild
child, and a mute actor in silent films. Also included are essays
from the eminent jurors on their favorite stories, observations
from the winners on what inspired them, and an extensive
resource list of magazines.

WWW.OHENRYPRIZESTORIES.COM

A portion of the proceeds from this book will go to support the
PEN Readers & Writers Literary Outreach Program.

New York Stories

EDITED BY DIANA SECKER TESDELL
N E W

Writers have always been enthralled and inspired by New
York City, and their vibrant and varied stories provide a kalei-
doscopic vision of the city’s high life, low life, nightlife, and
everything in between. 

In this irresistible anthology of classic tales of New York, we
meet a host of vivid characters nursing their dreams in the
tiny apartments, the lonely cafés, and the bustling streets of
the city that never sleeps.

From the wisecracking Broadway guys and dolls of Damon
Runyon to the glittering ballrooms of Edith Wharton, from
the jazz-soaked nightspots of Jack Kerouac and James Bald-
win to the starry-eyed tourists in John Cheever and Shirley
Jackson to the ambitious immigrants conjured by Edwidge
Danticat and Junot Díaz—this is New York in all its grittiness
and glamour. 
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The Original 
Frankenstein

MARY SHELLEY
(WITH PERCY SHELLEY)
Edited by 
Charles E. Robinson
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Emma
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Persuasion
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Jane Eyre

CHARLOTTE BRONTË

VINTAGE | PAPER | 978-0-307-45519-2
624 PAGES | $7.95 
EXAM PRICE $3.00

Wuthering Heights
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A Room with a View

E. M. FORSTER
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Howards End
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Bel Ami

GUY DE MAUPASSANT
Translated by Ernest Boyd
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Hawthorne’s 
Short Stories

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE
Edited by Newton Arvin
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Great Tales and Poems
of Edgar Allan Poe
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The Adventures of
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The Adventures of 
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Sapphira and the 
Slave Girl
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Now collected and with forty pages of new material, Daniel Clowes Eisner Award–winning story is a bittersweet, and hilarious
look at the potential for human connection in an increasingly hopeless world.
Sitting alone in a coffee shop, Marshall waits for his blind date, Natalie. She’s nine minutes late and counting. Divorced, mid-
dle-aged, unemployed, with next to no prospects, Marshall begins to wonder if Natalie is ever going to show.
After nearly an hour, when he’s long since given up hope, Natalie appears—breathless, apologetic and too good to be true:
attractive, young, intelligent, and (much to Marshall’s utter amazement) seems seriously engaged with what he has to say.
There has to be a catch. And, of course, there is.
During the extremely long night that follows, Marshall and Natalie are emotionally tested in ways that two people who just met
really should not be. Not, at least, if they want the prospect of a second date.

Mister Wonderful
A Love Story

DANIEL CLOWES
N E W

PANTHEON | CLOTH | 978-0-307-37813-2
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Daniel Clowes’s acclaimed exploration of the interwoven lives of the men and women of Ice Haven.
“Applying a warehouse of cartooning techniques in traditional, unusual, and poignant ways, Clowes again shows himself to be the foremost
practitioner of the literary comic. . . . [On display is] Clowes’s obvious affection for a range of genres and formats that cover the history of
American comics. His use of these forms is never clichéd. . . . Ice Haven demonstrates, perhaps more so than any other graphic novel, the
great range of the medium. Clowes’s comic is complex, absurd, funny, touching, and profoundly cartoony.” —Ken Parille, Boston Review

The Cardboard Valise is the story of the fantastical nation of Outer Canthus and the three people who, in some way or another,
inhabit its shores; Emile Delilah, a young xenophile addicted to traveling to the exotic regions of Outer Canthus; Boreal Rince,
the exiled king of Outer Canthus; and Elijah Salamis, a supranationalist determined to erase the cultural and geographic
boundaries that separate the citizens of the Earth. 
Although they rarely meet, their lives intertwine through the elaborate fictions they construct and inhabit: a vast panorama of
humane hamburger stands, exquisitely ethereal ethnic restaurants, ancient restroom ruins, and wild tracts of land that fit
neatly next to high-rise hotels. 

Ice Haven

DANIEL CLOWES
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